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H E Author of the following 
Sheets is far from ſuppoſing that 
the unaccountable Facts they con- 
tain, could meet with Credit from the 
rational part of Mankind, if a late Mo- 
tion in a Court of Juſtice had not de- 
manded the Affidav its of ſeveral Perſons 
of undoubted Credit to ſupport them; 
which the Reader will here find proper- 
ly inſerted. 
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A The Widow of the Wood. 
If the following Narrative had been ns 
ſent forch into the World without thoſe ** 
£ Advantages to prove the Veracity of the * 
2 Facts, I am certain it would not only.be * 
3 received as a Romance, but by the judi- 1 
| cious Part of its Readers, deſpiſed for its 5 Us 
Abſurdities; for even the many fictitious Wh 
| | Stories that have Jately been publiſhed Ft; 
3 (from the very fertile Brains of our pre- 2 
ſent ſet of Novel Writers) have all, at * 
leaft, this Merit, that their INxciDpEN TS hs 
are within the Pale of Probability. 2 
But the Actions of the HEROIxRxR of KEY 


the following Scene, are above Ro- ifs 
MANCE ! and would even puzzle the Art 123 
of Sophiſtry to account for their Motives! 
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This Lady's Maiden Name was Ny, rl 
deſcended from a worthy Family of Diſ- WE 
tinction in England. She is of middle ſta- ike 
ture; genteely form'd; her Complexion of k 

| fair; her Face oval; her Hair, the true be 8 
i Engliſh Colour, pale brown; her Eyes Poul 
| blue, large, linguiſhing, and full of Love. T 
c Ar the Age of Twenty, being thus a- 7 
greeable in her Perſon, with the charm- by 1 
ing addition of Twelve Thouſand Pounds 77 
| to her Portion, the Reader will readily 7 
fuppoſe ſne had many Admirers; but the * 
If as her late Hasband Fobs | 

} ſucceſsful one was her late Hasban of th 
; HWh——y, Eſq; a young Gentleman of bob 
i a good Family at great H-y-w—4 in Haf- gi 
5 fordſhire, and at that Time a Student at 9 
4 the Temple, to whom the was privately reti 
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The Widow of the Wood. | 7 


married, without the Conſent of ber Rela- 
tions / 

Mr. Ji being the happy JAsoN, 
and thus bleſt with the Golden Fleece, he 
prov'd a worthy, , and an honeſt Huſ- 
band, by making a Voluntary Settlement of 
Four Hundred Pounds a Y ear out of his 
Eſtate, at the Death of his Father. And 
after living fix Years with his Lady, in 
a mutual State of Aﬀection, he died of 
the Small Pox, about Two Years ago, 
and left two Sons, the one above Five, 
and the other Two Years old, both hap- 

ily provided for. A Brother of this 
LR dying about the ſame Time, lefr 
her the Intereſt of four Thouſand Pounds, 
which, at her Death, reverts to her young- 
eſt Son—add to this Ninety Pounds a 
Year, allow'd her for the Maintenance 
of her two Sons, and her Income may 
be computed at more than Six Hundred 
Pounds per Annum. 

Thus was the happily ſituated in the 
Year 1752, in a fine Houſe, juſt built 
by her late Husband, on a Spot called 
Hh——y ood, on the Borders of Sir 
W——n W——y's Park; with a Reev- 
TATION untainted; and viſited by moſt 
of the Perſons of Condition in that Neigh- 
bourhood. | = 

Sir ——m WV ——y's Lady dying in 
the beginning of that Year in London, he 
retir'd in April to ly Hall, which 
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The Widow of the Mod. 
is unfortunately fituated too cloſe to 
Wh—y Weod.. Soon after Sir H/——m's 
two Sons coming there. from School at. 
Ahitjuntide, and Mrs. Jh—y's from 
Stafford, this enterprizing Lady ſent her 
Sons to - Hall, to viſit the youn 
Gentlemen. As theſe two Families ha 
not the leaſt Intercourſe for ſome Vears, 
and were not even on viſiting Terms, 
this unexpected Advance ſurprized Sir 
n; but it was not a little en- 
creas d by a Meſſage that ſoon ſollowed 
to invite the two Maſter //——y's to 
return the Viſit, which was conſented 
to; and to ſhew the Widow's growing 
Regard, ſhe ſent a Servant in the Even- 
to deſire Leave to detain them to 
Supper, which was granted; and her eld— 
eſt Son, and her Woman, in her Coach, 
attended them to 
Abour a Month after this Incident, Sir 
ws Brother, Sir R 
Baronet of Ireland (who had been at Lon- 
don with his Lady) came to his Houſe, 
for a few Days, in their Way to Cheſter : 
an Hour after their Arrival, a Meſlage 
came to Lady W-—y from Mrs. Wh—-y 
to enquire of her Ladyſhip's Health af- 
ter her Journey, and to let her know ſhe 
wou'd bave the Pleaſure of paying her 
Reſpects to her the next Day, Accord- 
ingly at the viſiting Hour ſhe came; and 
behav'd like an accompliſh'd, ſprightly 
= W oman 


y Hall at Night. 
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The Widow of the Yd. 7 
Woman on the Occaſion. When the 
was gone, Lady J/——y addreſſed her- 
ſelf to Sir / n to know who this agree 
able, unexpected Viſitor was? to which 
he reply'd, Madam, the is my near neigh- 
bour—a young Widow—and-this is the 
firſt Time ſhe has favour'd this Houſe 
with a Viſit for ſome Years paſt, which, 
to be ſure, is on your Ladyſhip's Ac- 
count. Is it fo (ſays Lady W——y 
ſmiling) come, come, Sit m, if I 
have any Penetration, this Viſit is on your 
own Account, not mine / 

Soon after Sir R——d Z/—y's Depar- 
ture, Mr. r, an old Acquaintance 
of Sir /——m's, who has been ſettled 
theſe ſeven Years paſt in an Employ- 
ment in Dublin, and who: conſtantly cor- 
reſponded with him, was invited over 
by his Friend to ſpend the laſt Summer 
(as Sir —m expreſſed it in his Let- 
ters, on account of his being a Widow- 
er} at //——y Hall, Agreeable to the 
Invitation, that Gentleman arrived there 
at the Beginning of the Month of July; 
and, in their retired hours, upon an en- 
quiry after his Neighbours, Sir J-—m 
| entertained him with the above Paſſages 
of the young Widow, and her Health 
was. generally drank in the uſual round 
of Toaſts. 

As Sunday evening is the uſual viſiting 
time of rhe Gentry in all Counties in Eng- 
and, 
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land, it ſoon came to the turn of aſſem- 


bling at the Widow /——y's; and Sir 


= propos'd to his Friend, their 
going thither; which was immediately 
agreed to; and accordingly the Chariot 
was ordered; when they came there, Sir 
m introduc'd his Friend Mr. Y- te; 
and after the uſual Time was ſpent a— 
mong a ſet of formal Faces, made up for 
the occaſion, the viſiting Ladies retir'd. 
Sir & m and his Friend, being thus 
left alone with the Widow, after the 
lively Chat of an hour, they alſo roſe to 
take their leave, when ſhe addreſs'd her- 
ſelt in the following words, “Sir -m, 
& if you and your Friend will ſtay with 
„% me, and take a flight cold Supper, I 
ce ſhall be glad of your Company: you 
&« know I am lonely, and it will be Cha- 
1 

As it is natural to conſent very rea- 
dily to any thing that is agrecable to 
us, the Lady's requeſt was ſoon grant- 
ed; and the hour of Departure arrives al- 
ways inſenſibly, and too ſoon, to ſpright- 
ly Company. 

A Day or two after this, Mr. V * 
went to make a viſit to his old Acquaint- 
ance the Reverend Mr. C}—:s, the Vicar 
of the Pariſh, who walk'd with him in 
his way home to Y/—y Bridge. As they 
walk'd, Mr C/—s ask'd him, if it was 
his Opinion that his Friend Sir "i 
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The Widow of the Mood. 9 
had any Thoughts of marrying again? 
Mr. Vr replied, I think he has, if he 
could meet with an agreeable Woman, 
ſuitable to him in 9 and Fortune. 
There is a Lady (ſays Mr. CIs) that I 
know, of a ſuitable Fortune, if you don't 
think her too young, that I am ſure he 
may have, and nam'd Mrs. h—y, Pray, 
reply'd Mr. Y——7, what Reaſon have 
you to think ſo? I have reaſon : ſays Mr, 
Cl——5) and, if you pleaſe, you may in- 
form Sir V ſo from me - Very 
well (replied Mr. :?) | will-— 
but if there is no other Objection, Mr. 
Cl—s, the Lady is too young for him. 

At Mr. Y——-#'s return home, he in- 
formed his Friend of this Converſarion 
and Sir } m then confeſſed, that ſe- 
veral Perſons in that neighbourhood, had 
given him the ſame hints, and ſeem'd as 
if they ſpoke from certainties. This, of 
courſe, introduced frequent Converſati- 
ons on this ſubject between themſelves 
in which Sir T always declar'd 
his deſire to have an agreeable ſuitable 
Companion, to paſs the evening of Life 
with; as he is a domeſtic man, and loves 
Family Oeconomy; but that it never 
was his Intention to make an Addreſs to 
a young Lady; —and yet — if a young 
Lady & Fortune —of an UNQuesTIONED 
Charafer, thus hangs out the Flag, and 
plainly diſcoyers to all his —— 

| that 
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10 The Widow of the Wood. 
that it is her Defire to be his wife / Pray c ſep 
ſpeak, frail Mortals, is not the Tempta- And ſ 
tion too great for mortality! at ele 
Some few Days after this, Sir /—m and h 
and his Friend were invited to dine with in her 
the Widow M h-, where they had the reach” 
pleaſure of finding Mrs. E—e, the Wife aſleep 
of F——es E—e, Eſq; one of the Maſ- tleman 
ters in Chancery : this Lady, ar her De- figure 
parture, inſiſted on the Widow's 8 Sub! 
a day to dine with her at S—f—4, an betwee 
a day was fixed in the following Week; them a 
upon which Mrs. Ee invited Sir V become 
and his Friend to be of the Party. When to put 
the time was near, Mr. obſerved pecting 
how ſtrangely diſagreeable it was, that And 
they two. were to ſet out to à Place throwi. 
twelve miles off in a Chariot, and the ful diſp 
Widow, in that neighbourhood, ro go HTW ENI 
to the ſame Houſe alone, in a large Coach but ther 
and that a Conjunction mult turely be ble Obj 
pleaſant to all Parties. Sir V m was the foll, 
of the ſame mind; and went that day to tes, w 
the Widow to propoſe his Horſes, and Was a L 
Coachman (as he knew that Road better e was 
than her's) to drive her Coach with all 07101 « 
three — but the ſubtil Widow was too Wy devot 
artful to admit of it her Objection that ſhe 
was, „ You know Sir mn, our {Wind van, 
« way is through Stafford Town, and the reat C 
“ People there ſceing you in my Coach, Minney 
« will be apt to ſurmiſe ſtrange Things hance | 
* —thercfore, we had better go in our prudent, 
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« ſeparate Carriages It mult be ſo.” — 
And ſo it was. But at their return home 
at eleven o' Clock at night, Sir /——m 
and his Friend, had a ready Conveyance 
in her Coach, becauſe by the time they 
reach'd Stafford, the Inhabitants were 
aſleep; and among the reſt a young Gen- 
tleman who will make no inconſiderable 
figure in the latter end of this Hiſtory. 

Subſequent Converſations and Remarks 
between Sir and his Friend, led 
them at laſt, to conclude, that it would 
become a Reproach to Sir /——m not 
to put the neceſſary Queſtion to the ex- 
pecting Widow ! 

And yet, Mr. was conſtantly 
throwing in, at all openings, the fright- 
ful diſproportion, and the vaſt Odds of 
TwenTY E1GHT againfl Sixr ! | 
but then to alleviate this unanſwera- 
ble Objection this incurable malady ! 
the following Lenitives, or rather Opi- 


Nes, were introduc'd — (viz ) that the 


as a Lady of unqueſtionable Virtue ! that 
e was a Lady, though Young, of an un- 
ommon caſt of Mind that ſhe had entire- 
ly devoted herſelf to a RURAL Life / 
that ſhe deſpiſed LonDon, with its pomps 
and vanities / and, that with all theſe 
great Conſiderations, Vigorous, Hail, 
THREE-SCORE, might ſtand a good 
hance in the Chace, with flegmatic, 
prudent, TWENTY-Eichr! 

The 
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The Affair being thus wiſely ſtated, the 
wiſhed-for Queſtion was (the next Day) 


put to the Widow; to which ſhe con- vie; 
veyed her Con/ent in the following agree- I 
able manner: “ Indeed, Sir Win, ed i 
I think you may do better for yourſelf.— Rea 
To which Anſwer the Reader may caſily T 
ſuppoſe the reply of the raptured Lover, to ! 
and ſave me the trouble of relating it. KR 
The next evening, at the hour of eight, dow 
Sir //—-2 repaired to his yielding Wi- caſic 
dow—At which interview ſhe not only Man 

conſented to a SPEEDY Marriage, but in- ved 
ſiſted on its being performed in the ut- vant 
moſt SEcResy ! that their mutual Friend and 
Mr. C|—s, (who muſt marry them) his free 
Wife, and Mr. /——yr, were all that W 
ſhould be acquainted with it. ed 
At Sir -s return home at night MW * th 
to his Friend, he informed him of what 4 
the the Lady had inſiſted on ;. and his re- “ his 
marks threw them both into the utmoſt © ſhe 
Conſternation. Mr. was greatly con 
alarmed and diſcontented at the Thoughts © me 
of a SUDDEN and a sECRET Marriage; Expr 
and therefore intreated his Friend, when W :dc 
he viſited the Lady next day, to ask Chara 
her leave to permit him to wait on her that 1 
alone, at what time ſhe pleaſed to ap- Mr. / 
point, to converſe with her on that im- this m 
portant ſubje&t. Sir /——m did ſo; * 
conſta 


and the next day a Card came from the 
| Lady 
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; Lady to Mr. r, to invite him at 
) ſeven o'Clock that evening to the Inter- 
X view. 

a I muſt here, beg leave to be indulg- 


E ed in a Digreſſion, which, perhaps, my 
4 Reader will not be ſorry for. 
y The Servant who brought this Card 


fo to Mr. Y r at jj — —y Hall, was 

= fk 4 D——y, a Footman of the Wi- 
t, dow's, that we ſhall have frequent Oc- 
i- caſion to make mention of. After this 
y Man had' delivered his Card, and recet- 
1 ved his Anſwer, he went into the Ser- 
" vant's Hall, who were then at Dinner, 
id and there, among many other impudent, 
is free Expreſſions, were the following — 
AL “ that he underitood their maſter was 


“ going to be married to his Lad 
ce that if he did he ſhould not loſe 


& his Place, he ſhould be provided for 
« his miſtreſs muſt take care of that 


re- 
»& !! „ ſhe dared not do otherwiſe for he 
ty could bring her on ber Knees for her for- 
hes WY © mer Sins! Theſe ſtrange, ſcandalous 
e; Expreſſions againſt his Lady, a young 
en WW Widow too! fo highly injurious to her 
ask Character, induced the Servants to agree 


that it was proper their maſter's Friend, 
Mr. —＋◻œHr ſhould be informed of what 
this man had ſaid of his own Lady, and 
one ſo likely to be theirs; for Sir /—m's 
conſtant Viſits (generally twice a Day 
alone) 


14 The Nido of the Wood. 


alone) had ſpread, by this Time, almoſt 
over the whole Country. 

At ſeven that Evening Mr. t re- 
paircd to his Appointment with the Wi— 
dow, whom he found alone to receive 
him; he addreſſed himſelf by expreſſing 
how ſenſtble he was of the Honour the 
Lady and his Friend had done him, by 
making him the Confidant in the Affair 
he was. come about — that he confeſſed 
himſelf greatly ſurprized at the Account 
brought him by Sir /——m, that ſhe 
was pleaſed to inſiſt on a /peedy and a /e- 
cret Wedding—that as they were both 
Perſons of happy independent. Fortunes 
— ſeemingly free from ali Injunctions — 
all Obligations — that it was a kind of 
diſgrace to Perſons ſo ſituated, to have 
ſo great, ſo important an Alliance per- 
formed in SECREsY !—thar he had been 
informed her firſt Marriage with her late 
Husband was in SECRET that many 
Reaſons ſuch as her violent Love— 
her Youth might be urged in excuſe 
for that Wedding; but what could be 
advanc'd for this? which appeared, and 
indeed ought to be the Match of RRA- 
SON, and not Passton. “Permit me, 
« therefore, Madam, (continued he) to 
beg you to alter your deſign of Sz- 
« CRESY, and to let me have the happi- 
<« neſs of ſeeing, or, at leaſt, of — 

e that 


The Widow of the Mood. 157 


« that this marriage was ſolemnized pub- 
&« /ickly in the face of the World.” 

At this rational and cloſe Attack, the 
Lady ſeemed not a little confuſed — but 
after recovering herlelf, ſhe ſaid, “ ſee, 
“ Sir, you are in your own mind againſt 
this affair and therefore I would 
& have you adviſe your Friend to think 
of it no further.” On his Inquiry 
for her Reaſons ro ſupport that Opinion 
he anſwered, that to infift on a pubs 
lick Marriage, was to have no Marriage; 
that to make it publick would call all 
her Relations abour her, whom, ſhe knew 
would be violently againſt it, and partt- 
cularly her Brother, who was a Man of 
a very warm temper, and would be down 
with her in a very ſhort time after it 
came to his knowledge and raiſe all 
her Friends in the County about her to 
obſtruct the match On this Mr. 
JV. asked her, how this hot Brother 
was likely to behave, when he heard ſhe 
was married to Sir ſecretly ? *— 
To which ſhe replied, ſmiling, + Why 
" he can't undo it : Can he?” This 
laſt Remark, ſo agreeably conveyed, ſeemed 
to imply ſo eager a deſire on the ſide of 
the Lady, to have the marriage ſecure, 
that this Advocate told her he would 
1 her no further Trouble on that 

oint, which was ſufficiently anſwered 
but that there was Oze other, which he 

B 2 mult 
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mult beg leave to mention. That it was 
neceſſary ſhe ſhould ſign a Deed of Releaſe, 
to renounce ail Claim of Power on the W—y 
Eſtate, if (as it was natural and probable) 
ſhe ſhould Jurvive Sir W m. - And the 
Reaſons he advanced to ſupport this mo- 
tion were as follows: that ſhe was in 
the Poſſeſſion of ſix Hundred Pounds a 
Year for her life, which, ar her Death, 
would revert to the /Yþ y Children 
that Sir — had four Children 
already, and was very likely to have a 
new Race from this intended Marriage, 
which muſt all be provided for out of 
the V Eſtatc—thart it was there- 
fore to her Honour to ſign ſuch a neceſ- 
ſary Deed, pre ious to mn Marriage — 
To this ſhe replied, “ Sir, you talk like 
a very good Fricnd of Sir -s 
% but it a Friend of mine was preſent, I 
% don't doubt but you would hear ſome 
© powerful Reaſons advanced on my 
ide But, Sir, to cut off all fur— 
„ther Argument, I aſſure you, it is not 
* my Intention to do the leaſt injury to 
% the y Eſtate; and I will do every 
thing neceſſary to prove It.” 

Here followed {ome fine Compliments, 
* to the Lady's dittinguiſhed Under- 

ſtanding, and then Mr. 7 7 told her, 
he had nothing ro add bur the molt 
pleaſing Circumſtance of all, which was, 
InE rixING THE Day of ManaaGr, 
an 
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and the manner how it could be beſt ef- 
fected, agreeable to her own Plan; that 
as he had received the Honour of being 
appointed by herſelf to give her away, 
the M edding mult be performed one day 
in the next Week, as his Employment 
would ſoon after call him to Dublin 
that he recommended the Tue/day fol- 
lowing, the 25th Day of Auguſt, the firſt 
day of the Litchfield Races, as the molt 
promiſing, ſince on that day all their 
Neighbours of Condition, as well as the 
idling People, would go thither.— This 
motion pleaſed .the Lady extremely. — 
Mr. Cl s (added the) mult ſend all 
his Family to the Races that morning; 
and J will ſend my man Richard there, 
as he is the only Servant I have that is 
likely to make Diſcoveries. And, indeed 
ſhe confirmed her Fear of him by her ex- 
traordinary Behaviour; for though they 
ſat alone, in a large Parlour, and the 
doors ſhut ſhe not only deſired Mr. 
iir ſeveral times to lower his Voice, 
but roſe very often ſoſtly to open the 
door that led to the back - ſtairs, to peep 
if any one was liſtening, and ſaid, ſhe 
knew the Curioſity of ſervants. 
Preliminaries veing thus adjuſted, they 
roſe and went into another Parlour to 
ſupper, where, as the famous R——4 
D——y was in waiting, nothing could 
be ſpoke of but general Things; and, as 
| | B 3 1s 


I 


1 


18 The Widow of the Mood. 


it will hereafter be proved from the. Af- 
fidavits, no Perſon appeared more chear- 
ful, and more happy, on this Occaſion, 
than this Lady. 

At Twelve o' Clock Mr. Ur took 
his leave; and having half a mile to walk 
by Mloon- light, by that time he reached 
I/-——»y Hall, he ſound Sir in 
a CoxnniTion—not very much like that 
of an 1MPATIENT Lover for he was 
FAST ASLEEP IN BIS BED 

The next morning Sir //-—— mz was 
informed of all that had paſſed ar the In- 
terview z and to proceed directly in the 
Affair, Mr. C. s was ſent for, and be- 
ing ſolemnly enjoined to ſecreſy, Sir 
% told him all that had paſſed 
and that the Lady and he, and his Friend, 
would all meet that evening at his houſe, 
at C-I-w--b, to play at Cards; and when 
alone, to ſettle the Affair: and that, in 
the mean time, he ſhould engage Mrs. 
C] sto be a Friend to the Cauſe. 

The good-natured Mr. C! s, being 
a ſincere well-wiſher to both Parties, ve- 
ry chearfully promiſed his beſt Aſſiſt- 
ance. In the evening they all met there; 
and afrer Tea, Cards, and other Viſitors 
were withdrawn,—juſt before Supper 
the Parſon was asked to produce the u- 
ſual Bond and Licence; Sir W—— 


and his Friend were joined in the Bond, 
Which was duly cxccuted, and the Li- 
cence 
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cence filled up, with the previty, and in 
the preſence of Mrs. A y. 

There now remained nothing material 
to be done but the drawing up and fign- 
ing the beforementioned Deed — which 
Sir //—— and his Friend prepared the 
next Day —and Mr. Y——z7 copied it 
ſair on ſtamp Paper, with an Intent to 
carry it to the Lady the day after, for the. 
honour of having her Name to it. ; 

But that Day proving the Sunday be- 
fore the appointed Day of Marriage, and 
the Widow having perſuaded Mr. Cl—s 
and his Wife to go home with her, in 


her Coach, from Church to Dinner — 


Mr. / 


and hearing it dropt ſrom them, that 
r intended to wait on her 
that evening on Bufineſs—the Lady, ve- 
ry well gueſſing the Buſineſs, hurried off 
Mr. C to W——y Hall on a meſ- 

ſage of Importance. | 
He there found Sir /——#: and his 
Friend walking on the Green—and faid 
it was Mrs. //h——}'s deſire that Sir 
HW ——m would come to her that even- 
ing, and not his Friend. Mr. J——r 
ſmiled, and tak ing the Paper out of his 
Pocket, ſaid, ] underſtand the mean- 
ing of this meſſage. The Widow 
thinks ſhe can deal better with you 
e than with me.— Here, Sir, take the 
Paper; but I beg you will promiſe 
e 
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& me, before this Gentleman, that you 


- ˖ 
« will never marry her unleſs ſhe ſigns as 
that Deed.” —-- Which Sir /"'——m ty of! 


ſolemnly promiſe«—and in the Evening Air 
waited on her with it; who, after read- the Ga 
ing it over, very much diſliked it—and very | 
ſaid, ſhe would think of it, but did not ¶ Years 
care, by any mcans, to fign it. the Pe: 

On Sir — 's return home, and i Fred x 
informing his Friend of her Behaviour, all dee 
they gave up all Thoughts of a Wed- Www org: 
ding on the following Txe/day, as ſettled. x 
And Sir repeated his Promiſe, man- 
and made the moſt firm Reſolution, ne- ſider of 
ver to marry her, or any one, to the ap- ly to h 
parent Injury of his younger Children. not thi 

On the Monday and Tue/day, theſe Gen- ſhould 
tlemen were amuſed in their mornin much 
and evening walks, by ſeeing the Widow Whefore | 
going round all ſides of //——y Hall, WMthar D. 
in her Coach, alone; now to Rugeley — core ace 
and ſoon after over the Bridge, twice or BC | 
three times in the Day, to her moſt in- hough 


timate Friends Mr. and Mrs. G. L Neſpeë 

And here it may be proper to reſume nnocen 
the Affair of R——d D——y, ſince it N Scound 
was on this very Wedneſday Morning, the Wientmer 
26th or AUGUST, he was examined as to ment. 
the ſcandalous Expreſſions uttered againit Wing Riz/ 
his Lady. in the F 

Sir . m's Houſe-keeper, Mrs. W ind cha 


Mr, (a ſenſible, prudent Woman) W which k 


was the Perſon appointed by the ſervants WW if he in 
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to inform Mr. — r of what had hap- 
pened, who, taking the firſt Opportuni- 


ty of his being alone, related the whole 
nd Affair; and added, that the Coachman, 
1 the Gardener, and the Groom, (all three 
n 


very honeſt Men, who had lived many 
Years in Sir V m's Service) were 
the Perſons to prove it. Mr. Vt de- 


nd Wired they might beſent to him, and they 
1; all declared they would ſwear thoſe very 
* Words were uttered in their Hearing, by 


R——4d D——y, Mrs. Wh——y's Foot- 
man- Mr. Vr took ſome Days to con- 
ſider of it; but finding the Wedding like- 
ly to happen, upon Conſideration, he did 
not think it proper that Sir /———m 
ſhould marry a Lady who had been ſo 
much ſcandalized by her own Servant, 
before Men who were likely to owe her 
that Duty due to their Miſtreſs. He there- 
ore acquainted Sir mand Mr. 
C 5 with the Affair, and all of them 
Wt hought it was paying the Lady bur due 


} g 
* 


9 Reſpect (whom they all believed to be 


Innocent) to make Richard own himſelfa 
; It W>coundrel, or to lay him open to the Re- 
the Wicntment of his Miſtreſs, for his Puniſh- 
to ment. This being agreed to; that Morne 


ing Richard was ſent tor to = == Hall, 
in the Preſence of the three Gentlemen, 
and charged with what he had uttered, 
which he flatly denied. He was asked, 
it he inſiſted on thoſe Men declaring ir 
to to 
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to his Face He did—and the Men were ten inc 


4 called in ſeparately, and they declared the ¶ to rem 
1 ſame; which reduced Richard to this A- AMadeir 

h ternative, to ſign a Paper to confeſs him- N very p 
1 ſelf guilty of the Ctime, and to ask his Walk! 
1, Lady's Pardon for the ſame, or to make Whoſe 
ia the Thing public, and, by that means, fore ſh 
14 compel his Lady to proſecute him to juſ- Wpartake 
4 tify her Character. He wiſely choſe the ſhe til 
. firſt; and ſubſcribed himſelf a Liar and]WBcdch: 
5 a Raſcal. After which, Sir R -s Compl. 
% Servants were called in, and the Paper tion to 
3 read to them; and they were informed, ¶fily pre 
4 that as R——4 D y had owned his fend fo 
LY Crime under his Hand, if they hereafter {W{tay th: 
| { mentioned it to the Diſcredit of the ſaid h dou 
18 Lady, that the Crime would become Would 
[ their own. in ther 


In the Evening of this WeDNEsDAY, leave it 


the FAmous 26TH of AuGuUsT! a molt ould 
extraordinary Affair happened! which bout 8 
the Reader will find in the Lady's noto- he 
rious Affidavit moſt remarkably Gr forth f laints ä 
1 but, which, in TRurk, was as follows: er ser 
N The Widow's great Fondneſs for her d that 
7 two very good Friends Mr. and Mrs.8W-2 pl: 


eheme 
10lent 
his, ne 
ny; An 
Caſes v 
tinued i 


ed by Sj 


Cl——4., carried her that Morning alone, g 
to make them a Viſit, and to complain; 
14 of her ill Health—or rather her diſcon- 
1 tented Mind. — The good - natured Mrs. 
| Cl ts behaved like herſelf on the Oc- 
caſion; and as eating and drinking are 
commonly adminiſtered, (which too of- 

| ten 
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re ten increaſe thoſe Diſorders they are given 
he to remove) Chocolate was brought and 
1. aAladeira Wine—and a little of both was 
n-. very proper for this Lady, after a long 
1is Walk between Breakfaſt and Dinner, an 

ke MW whoſe ill Health was affected and there- 
ns, fore ſhe wanted but little Perſuaſion to 
if. Wpartake of both But yet (Fine lady like) 
be ſhe ftill complained: And though her 
na Bedchamber was the fitteſt Place for her 
Complaints, ſhe diſcovered no Inclina- 
tion to go home and, in ſhort, was ea- 


ber | 
& fily prevailed on by Mrs. C ,, to 
his fend for her Cloaths, and dreſs there, and 


ſtay the Day with her. This was done, 
o doubt, with the Hopes Sir - 
would accidentally; or deſtgnedly, call 
in there. However, not willing to 
leave it to Chance, it was propoſed he 
Whould be tent for; which was done; and 
bout Six in the Evening he went there. 
be Lady received him with. Com- 


77 laints of her Health, and the Treatment 
ws: er Servant, R 01, had receiv- 
herd that Morning at JW: Hall. Theſe 
Airs Domplainings (which were not a little 


ehement) threw the Lady into the moſt 
iolent hyſteric Fit that ever was ſeen! 
on - his, no doubt, ſurpriſed all the Compa- 
Mrs y; and the common Things in thoſe 
Oc-Caſes were provided. — While ſhe con- 
are nucd in this Fit on the Couch, ſupport- 
of · Ned by Sir -m, her Head reclined 
ten on 
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on his Breaſt, ſhe frequently cried out, 
Why won't you ſend for Sir W m ? 
ell him, I love him dearly I won't injure 
Bis Children—That V R has undone me! 
—Ob! where's Sir W me 

This Fit went off, as uſual with a Show- 
er of Tears When the Lady was reco- 
vered, Sir V m expreſſed his De- 
fire to compleat her Happineſs with his 
own; and added, “ that the Delay was 
of her own making—that ſhe knew the 
© Terms. — , 

Soon after this, Mr. C 's Son 
and Daughters came into the Room to 
Supper, and a young Gentleman (a Lieu- 
tenant of a Man of War) who had been 
ſome Time a Viſitor there—and ſo this 
famous Scene ended, which the Reader 
will find gloriouſly improved in the fol- 
lowing Pages. | | 

When Sir W. m returned Homeſ 
at Night, he acquainted his Friend with 
the ſurpriſing Adventure he had met with 
at Mr. C/——s's Houſe, who expreſſed 
no ſmall Diſlike to the Lady's myſterious 
Conduct but gave it as his Opinion, that 
ſhe would certainly ſign the Deed, and 
marry him. 

Mr. J. 7's Departure from Z/-—y 
being fixed for the Saturday following, 
the 29th Day of Auguſt; and finding, by 
the foregoing Paſſage at Mr. 's, 


that the Lady was full of Reſentment a- 
gainſt 


gait 
ariſ 
to | 
tere 
miſ 
tion 
Let 
But 


tak1 
nor 


Let! 


The Widow of the Wood. 27 


t. gainſt him, which ſuppoſing it then to 
2 ariſe from his having acted a faithful Parr 
re to his Friend, as well as for her true In- 
e! tereſt and Honour; (all of which had been 

miſtaken by her) 1 ſay, on that Suppoſi- 
* tion he wrote the Widow the following 
0. Letter which he gave to Sir -s 
e- Butler to carry as directed, and delivered 
his a Copy of the ſame, ſealed up, into the 
as 


Hands of Sir — m, (at the Time of 
he taking his Leave) which he deſired might 
not be read till the Afternoon. — Which 


on Letter is as follows: 
to : 
uy To Mr, Wu Y. 
en | 
his 


Wy Hall, 29th Aug. 17572. 


| Mapan, 
17 : I. is with Concern I hear of your ill State of 
iv Health, ſince it deprives me of the Hi. 
fed 70% of waiting on you to take my Leave, be- 


ing lo ſet forward for Ireland this Morn- 
ing. | 
had promiſed myſelf the Pleaſure of ltav- 
ing you in an Alliance, that, in my firm O- 
pinion, had a Proſpet of Happineſs to twe 


. worthy independent Per ſons. | 
5 I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, Madam, that 


my Friend's Conduct in this Affair has been 
uniform and aſfectioanate; and that the Objec- 
tion you have made (which has prevented the 


GC Completion 
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Completion of his wiſhes) is the Subject of 
le greateſt wonder and /urpriz? to me. 

1 heartily wiſh. I may never meet with a 
more difficult Task, than that of convincing 
any rational Friend of yours, that it is for your 
own Honour and Felicity to ſign that 
neceſſary Need which I propoſed, and 
Sir K preſented to you! | 

It is obvious, that the Relations of the W —y 
Family, cannot poſſibly viſit you on any other 
Terms; nor can you receive the Congratulations 
of common Friends and Viſitors upon that oc- 
caſion, with a good Grace, when they know 
you have it in your Power to injure the Chil- 
dren of this Family, ih /0./evere;aud ſo unjuſt 
a Manner !—You, who ought to be looked on 
as their Patroueſs, their Proteftreſs, will be 
dreaded and feared as a Perſon who demand- 
ed a Power to deſtroy them] and my Friend 
muſt be deemed a very weak, ora very worth- 
Jeſs Man, for depending on Promilory Ho- 
naur in 4 Marriage Contract, of that fe- 
rious and important Nature, directly contrary 
zo the Laws and Cuſtoms of the World in theſe 
common Caſes E 

It is highly fitting and neceſſary, that a 
Proviſion ſhould be ſecured. on the W — 
Eſtate, for the ehe died Iſſue from this Mar- 
riage; fince your Jointure muſt revert to the 
Wh——y Children: And that a Lady, at 
preſent, in an affluent Fortune, ſhould have 
an Appointment out of it, ſuitable to her Rank 


and ſuppoſed Expence, 
How 
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How amiable muſt you appear in an Alliance, 
founded on mutual Affection as you have 
both independent Fortunes, why ſhould that 
beſt Cement of your Happineſs be deſtroyed by 
any venal, ſordid Views, on either Side? and 
by an Af that muſt certainly bring Contempt 
on him, and Dilgrace on you ! 

1 am ſure, I can ſafely depend on that good 
Senſe 1 know you are bleſſed with, among ma- 
ny other valuable Qua ities, to think ſeriouſly 
and properly on this Affair; and then, 1 doubt 
not, but among tbe ſmiling Ceremonies of an 
envious World, on your happy Marriage, you 
will receive the ſincere, valuable, Congratu- 
lations of a few ſelet Friends; in which 
Number be pleaſed to do me the Honour to ad- 


Mapa, 
Tour moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


B. V 


R. 
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The Reader will eaſily perceive b 
this Letter, and by the whole Conduct 


of the Gentleman who wrote it, that he 1 8 
thought he left his Friend in ſome Danger; 

and therefore, as the parting Stroke, he 

delivered his Sentiments in Writing, 

in the above plain, powerful Manner, SIA 


which he left in the Hands of both the 
Parties. | | 

This Letter was carried forthwith, as 
directed; and the Afternoon of that S A- 
TURDAY, THE 29TH OP AUGUST, 17 2, 
Mrs. Wh———y wrote the following 
Anſwerto Sir , (vix.) 


Am 
ſh al 
Eight 
Time, 
was, 1 
From I 
judge . 
and ail 
E Wiſher , 


Sir HJ 
to the. 
away in 


To 


on both 
gined, t 
DEED, 
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To Sir W——na W. y, Bart. 


Saturday, 4 o'Clock. 


SIR, 


Am cbliged to go cut this Afternoon, but. 
ſo all return Home between oeven and 
Eight O'Clock. If you are not engaged at ihat 
| Time, ſpall be extremely glad to fee you. 1 
was, this Morning, favoured with a Letter 
from Mr. V r; I am ſorry he ſhould 
judge fo hardly of one, who, in ſpit? of him, 

and ail the world, will ever bea ſincere well- 

E wwiſher to yourſelf and Family. 


r * 


Tam, SIR, 


Tour Moſt Obliged, 


Humble Servant, 
A——VW HE——y, 


Sir x paid that Viſit agretable 
to the Appointment, which was trifled 
away in ceremonious, obliging Speeches 
on both ſides; for, as the Widow ima- 
gined, that ſame cruel OpsTACLE, that 
DEED, to renounce a!l Claimof Dower, 
C 3 Was 
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was a Stroke of Mr, /——r's, to break 
off a match, ſhe believed, (and, perhaps, 
was not out in her Suſpicion) he never 
heartily liked; the Lady was therefore in 
Hopes, as Sir /——m had loſt his miſ- 
chievous Adviſer, that a few Days em- 
ployed in bewitching Smiles—ſoft, den- 
der Speeches—with, now and then, a 
yielding, melting Kits;—T ſay, the Wi- 
dow had ſome Reaſon to hope, that theſe 
Allurements would ſoon inſpirc her Lov- 
cr to grant her better Terms. In this 
Scheme ſhe engaged her very ſincere flex- 
ible Friend, Mr. Ci—ts, who, for her 
lite Husband's ſake, (whoſe Memory he 
reſpected) would have got the beſt Terms 
in his Power, for his good Widow; and 
accordingly took the firſt Opportunity 
to apply to Sir /——m on that Subject, 
before the Lady; and much better terms 
were gfanted her, as will foon appear by 
the Marriage-Articles. For though Sir 
= remained firm to the Point he 
had promiſed, that the before-mentioned 
Deed ſhould poſitively be ſigned by her, 
previous to the Marriage, yet we ſhall 
find a Deed which ſhe prevailed on Mr. 
C. ts to draw in her Favour, (and of 
her own dictating) which was ſigned by 
Sir . 

In ſuch like doubtful Affairs ten or 
twelve Days were employed, which 


brought on the 21ſt of September, New 


Stile, 


Arriva 
and ir 
conſtai 
and ws 
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Stile, and introduced a new Perſon in the 
ſcene, which was Lieutenant R—-—d 
W-———, (cldeſt Son of Sir R—d Mn, 
of Ireland, Baronet) who came from his 
Regiment at Mancheſter to pay his Uncle 
a ſhort Viſit. The very Evening of his 
Arrival at W——y Hall, he was carried, 
and introduced to the Widow, at her 
conſtant Viſiting-houſc, the Parſon's; 
and was ſoon informed, not only by eve- 
ry one he met, but by the Eyes of the 
Parties, that a Wedding was near ; and 
accordingly on SATURDAY, the rA Mos 
23d oF SEPTEMBER, When Sir J/—m 
and his Nephew were preparing to ſet 
out ſoon after Dinner to an appointed 
Viſit at Wh——y-wood, they were ſur- 
prized by the Appearance of Mr. Cuts, 
who came to tell them, that Mrs, Wh—y 
dined unexpectedly at his Houſe, and de- 
ſigned to continue there; and deſired 
Sir F——z's and his Nephew's Com- 
pany and had made ſome whimſical 
| 119ns that pointed towards Marriage that 
Evening! The three Gentlemen haſten- 
ed to C-I-w-h, and found the Widow 
and Mrs. Cs in the Garden. The 
good Woman of the manſon was pre- 
— by her artful Viſitor, to give the 
Word for propagating Matrimony ; and, 
no doubt, the Remembrance of her own 


a — — 


Occa- 
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Occaſion 1!— Sir - behaved on this 
ſudden Artack like an old Soldier ! and 


as ſoon as he was informed of the Lady's' 


Deſire to be married that Evening, he 


replied, like Rowe, though not quite ſo 


poetica , - 


© 'Thou haſt ta'en me ſomewhat una- 
e wares, 'tis true, 

© Bur Love and War takes turns like 
*. Day and Night, 

&« And little preparation ſerves my turn, 

&« Equal to both, and arm'd for either 
l.“ 


In ſhort he applied in plain Proſe to his 
Friend the Farſon to conſent to marry 
them that Evening, and gave his Ho- 
nour to indemnify him from any miſchief 
that might attend him for marrying them 
out of Canonical Hours—and Mr. Cl—ts 
affirms, that both of them promiſed him 
to be re married (ome little Time alter, 
publickly, at C—/—w—þ Church. 
This Application the good- natured 
Parſon was unable to withſtand, and ac-— 
l he made the neceſſary Appara- 
tus—and Capt. H——y was appointed 


to give the Lady away to his Uncle— 


and the before-mentioned Articles of mar- 
riage were all carried into the Church, 
into which the Parties entered at ſeparate 


Doors; and after both the Deeds were 
"RM. Ggncd 
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ſigned and witneſſed, by Mrs. Cl——ty 
and the Captain; — the Ceremony was 


moſt profoundly performed, according 
to the Rites of the Church of _— 


The Reader will find, in the follow- 


ing Affidavits the Lady was diſtinguiſhed 
for her audible Voice, and the diſtinct 
ſolemn manner, with which ſhe perform- 
ed her Part of the Ceremony. One Cir- 
cumſtance muſt not be forgot The 


Bridegroom had no Ring fit for the Pur- 


poſe, which the Lady obſerving, ſhe 
took her own Ring from her Finger, and 
gave it politely to Sir -— to re- 


place at the proper Juncture. 


After the Ceremony, they returned in 
he ſame ſecret manner. They left the 
Parſonage-houſe, where the Bride was 
aluted with her new Title of Lady 
J-. After Supper, (when the young 
art of Mr. C—:'s Family were with» 
rawn) the Lady began to renew her 
cars of a Diſcovery, and again injoined 
he Company to SECRECY 3 but her Suſ- 
MICion was particularly levelled at poor 
—ts,—and not content with his Word 
olemnly given, ſhe was ſo unmannerly as to 
nſiſt on his taking his OaTH ontheBiBLE: 
ut, at the ſame Time be it obſerved, 
a Proof of the Influence this Lady had 
ver him, and how much he was devoted 
o her Service ! the good Lady's grateful 
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Returns for it, the Reader will very ſoon 
be acquainted with. 

At the Hour of, Departure, the Bride 
took the Bridegroom and Capt. 
in her Coach to the Bridge, where they 
were to part different Ways and Sir 
N. m, it ſeems, obſerved it was very 
unaccuſtomary for a Bride and Bride- 
groom to ſeparate on the wedding-night 


ſent—t 
gate th 
Note t 
Truth 
when 
Cl—ts 
234 of - 
{troke 
the gre 


but fince it was her Mill, he muſt ſub- Not 
mit. | 27th, ( 

The next Day, the 24th—it was ge- mutual 
nerally reported all over the Village of ¶ the Lat 
C- I and W——y, that Sir //——» beg of | 
and the Widow /] were married from H 
the F.vening before at C-/-w þ Church.— the Suſ] 
Two or three of the poor Neighbours, Ihe conſe 
who. ſaw the above Parties about the that nig 
Church-yard, had the Confidence to Hand, lea. 
peep into the Secret. On this general ¶tinued c 
Report (pro; agated alſo by R—d D—y, Wir /— 
and M—y t, a very uſeful Waiting- from th 
maid to the Lady ſeveral Perſons were home, as 
ſent by the Bride directly to examine ¶ſineſs fre 
poor Mr. CI ts on the Truth of that Hreplied, 
Report, and to puſn him to a Declaration; elf as e- 
becauſe ſhe knew ſhe had FETTERE DJ The x 
him to Secrecy—and that his Denials and Hand was 
Evaſions to ſo many Witneſſes, would all NWas ſoor 
ſerve the PLAN concerted, if ſhe ſhould Won his ſe 
find it neceſſary to put it in Execution. Wt it, anc 

What a Machiavel in Petticoats] to be he diſp 
married in private — àa few Perſons pre- Mr. C 


ſent 


ſent—to ſwear them to Serrecy—to propa- 
gate the Report to ſend Perſons of ſome 
Note to the Parties to inquire into the 
Truth of it that they might make Oath, 
y WM when called on, that Sir and Mr. 
ir 8} Cl—ts both DENIED a Marriage on the 
y Wl 234 of September / Why, this is a maſter- 
e- ſtroke in Policy ! and we ſhall ſoon find 
it the great Uſe that was made of it. 
he Nothing material happened till the 
27th, (the Interval being employed in 
e- MW mucual Viſitings and Endearments) when 
of the Lady told Sir — , ſhe would 
n beg of him to go ſome where on a Viſit 
from Home for a few Days, to remove 
the Suſpicion of their Marriage; which 
he conſented to: and at taking his leave 
that night, the Lady burſt into Tears; 
and, leaning her Head on his Neck, con- 
tinued crying for ſome Time. At which 
Sir /—m (tmagining her Concern. aroſe 
from the Thoughts of his going from 
home, as deſired) told her, J have no bu- 
ſinels from Home.—To which the Lad 


replied, You muſt go — [I'll make my- 
on; {Welt as caſy as I can. 1 
ED The next Day Sir V. m ſet out, 
and Hand was abſent four Days— His Return 
all was ſooner than the Lady expected; for 
»uld on his ſending a Card to give her notice 


on. ef it, and of his Intention to wait on her, 
obe he diſpatch'd truſty Richard to fetch 


pre- Mr. Cs inſtantly.— When he came, 
{ent ſhe 
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ſhe had the modeſty to deſire him to wait MW Houſ- 
on Sir W—m directly, to let him know Cham 
ſhe never intended to live with him. — had tc 
The Reader may eaſily imagine the A-. ter. 
ſtoniſhment of the honeſt Parſon at this uncxp 
ſtrange Requeſt — He replied, You a. cxpoſl 
maze me, Madam! I hope you bave done !uch 8 
nothing to repent of—1 would not deli- to cre: 
yer ſuch a meſſage for the World! Send His 
for him, and tell him ſo yourſelf. — li ſcemec 
this manner he left her—Soon after Si — wh 
W—— came, and meeting Mrs. x. diſcov. 
her Waiting-maid, heenquired after he ject—, 
Lady's Health. — To which ſhe replied MW conſid, 
Sir, my Miſtreſs is comical! What do yo —Perr 
mean (lays Sir #——m) by ſaying ſo. the Cu 
Really, Sir, (reply'd N——#t again) 1 don ginatio 
well know but my Lady is very comi This 
cal. She lay a Bed late ro-day, having Stanza, 
„no Reſt in the Night; when ſhe golf by a n 
<< up, I dreſſed her, and ſhe was no ſoo in the 
&« er drefſed, than ſhe would lie on th where 
“ Bed again—and there ſhe is.''—W el 

ſays Sir /——m, I will go up, and ſe © Brin 
if ſhe is awake. Up he went, and foun © Wit 
her awake, but complaining of ill healti 

—and what was worſe, the ſeemed to b « « 
in an ill - Humour However, ſhe nev © Melt 
mentioned to him what ſhe had juſt be Con 
fore ſaid to Cl—7r5—bur with ſome ſeem 60 


ing Confuſion ſaid, ſhe would never g 
to / —y-hall while Mrs. V r (thi 
: Hou 
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ar Houſe-keeper was there, and one of the 
HQ Chamber-maids, ſhe being informed he 
had too great an Intimacy with the lat- 
A. ter. Sir /——#x was alarmed at this 
bis unexpected, ſcandalous Accuſation ! and 
a expoſtulated with ſome warmth againſt 
one ſuch Stories, raiſed by invidious Perſons, 
eli · ¶ to create an uneaſineſs between them. 
end His proper Behaviour on this Occaſion 
u ſcemed to ſoften the Lady's Reſentment 

who very ſoon began to ſmile, and 
diſcover an Inclination to a better Sub- 
ject—And Sir as ſoon began to 
conſider who he was ! and where he was ! 
permit me, modeſt Reader, to draw 

the Curtain here, and let your own Ima- 
gination paint the Sequel. 

This brings to my mind an applicable 
Stanza, tranſlated from an Ode of Horace, 
by a noble Lord, who, I preſume, was 
in the ſame happy Circumſtances, and 
where yielding was neceſſary, 
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{© Bring with thee, Goddeſs, graces three, 
* With all the Nymphs, both frank and 
K mee, 
“ Of every Feature laviſh : 
„Melting and yielding let her be; 
* Conſider, I am Sixty-three, 
© And that's no Age to raviſh,” 
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The Lady, after this pleaſant Inci- 
dent, (which is generally productive of 
peace and good humour) appeared to have 
altered her mind; and the following days 
were agreeably employed in laying out 
Schemes tor her going to = hall, 
as Miſtreſs of the manſion : and on the 
12th Day of that Month (October) Sir 
n went (as uſual) to pay her his 
Morning-viſit, and it was then agreed 
between them, that he ſhould ſer out in 
a Day or two for London, to buy Cloaths 
and Liveries fit for the public Declara- 
tion of their Marriage; and, during his 
Abſence, ſhe would take the Opportu- 
nity of reconciling the Affair (as the hop- 
ed) to her Brother and Aunts. 

With this pleaſing Reſolution, he took 
his leave of the Lady till his accuſtomed 
Time of returning in the Evening. 
Juſt as the Hour was near, Sir /——n 
received a meſſage from one Mr. -n, 
an Attorney, that if he was alone, and 
diſengaged, he would wait on him, on 
Buſineſs. The Meſſage was brought 
him by a Servant from Mr. D—-#'s the 
Inn-keeper at V Bridge, where this 
H—k—1 waited. And the Anſwer re— 
turned was, that he was juſt ſetting out 
to walk by the Houſes, and he would 
call on H—k—n — Sir n ſoon 
followed the meſſenger, and going into 
the Parlour where H—k—z was wait- 

| ing; 


ſerve 
and tl 
tende. 
that n 
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ing, he told Sir / m he was afraid” 
he ſhould prove an unwelcome meſſen- 
ger, for his Buſineſs was to inform him, 
that at Four o'Clock that Afternoon he 
had carried the Lady, called the Widow 
, but whoſe real name was Rs, 
to her Husband J— X-, Eſq; of 
St—j—d.— And the Lady had defired 
him to wait on Sir // m to inform 
him of it, to prevent his having any fur- 
ther Trouble about her. | 

I muſt beg my Reader again to ob- 
ſerve this was on the 12th Day of October 
and that Sir m had ſettled his in- 
tended Journey for Cloaths, with her 
that morning! That this ſame H—k—z 
is Agent for Mr. RX — -s, Member of 
P t for the Town of St—f—4, 
which is five ſhort Miles from ). 
Bridge. 

After Sir V. m had expreſſed his 
Surprize at this Relation, —k—2# ad- 
ded, that they had been married ſome 
Time; and had lain together at her, the 
late Mrs. TYh—)p's Houſe, and at R—us's 
Houſe at S. , from whence he was 
ſent that Afternoon to bring his Wife 
home. II = alſo added—The Ly 
has been very ill lately, but her IIIneſs 
was all feigned; and that he had been 
told, and once rea'ly believed, that the 
lad Mrs Wh ——y was Lady V=. 
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When Sir /—m had collected himſelf, 
and was able to ſpeak properly, he ſaid 
he had not the leaſt Intimation or Belief, 
that Mr. R »s courted the Widow, 
much leſs that ſhe was his Wife and in- 
ſiſted to know directly when, and where, 
and by whom they were married — and 
deſired to know if he could ſee the Lady. 
H—%—3 told him, he was going back 
to them to =-, and would return 
with Mr. R—:s's Anſwer in the morn- 
ing. The next morning H- came 
to Y/—+y hall from Mr. R—ns's, to in- 
form Sir Vm, that he was married to 
the late Widow h- on rhe 16th of 
June laſt, at C—7/e Church, near $?—f—4d, 
by the Rev. Mr. C—e. | 

Sir zx receiving this full and diſ- 
tinct account, fent to him by Mr. R- 
told H-, that it was now neceſſary 
to decline his Requeſt to fee the Lady; 
and only deſiced him to make his Com- 
pliments ro Mr. Rs and the Lady. 

Sir 's firſt Step was a ſtrict In- 
quiry after the matter of Fact. Accord- 
ingly a proper meſſenger was ſoon diſ— 
patched to the Rev. Mr. C—e at C—tlt 
Church, to ſearch the Regiſter, and ro 
have the Licence and Bond carefully ex- 
amined; from all which ir appeared the 
above Parties were married on the 16th 


Day of June, 1772. And a Copy * 
al 
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ſaid Regiſter was granted, and ſigned by 
the Rev. Mr. Ce / 

The ſight of that Paper gave Sir m 
no ſmall Conſolation ; becauſe by thar 

rior Marriage, he had ſome Reaſon to 
think himſelf a free Man again! And yet 
there was ſome of Sir //—m's Friends 
of Condition in St.-, that were 
firmly of Opinion, that Mr. K-, was 
not married to the Widow till the 12th 
of October, when the was brought to him 
by H—{t—z. This humour prevailing, 
obliged Sir Vn to apply to his Friend 
the Biſhop, to conſult his Lordſhip what 


| Steps were neceſſary to be taken to com- 


pel che Parties to prove their marriage. 
The Biſhop ſent for the Rev. Mr. Ce, 
who declared, he did marry F— R—-ns, 
; to the Widow "N h—y, on the 16th 
of ſune laſt; that the only Perſons pre- 
{cnt were their two Seryants ; and that 
the Lady's man R 4 D gave 
her away. His Lordthip was pleaſed to 
order the Rev. Mr. C—e to return the 
Bond and Licence to the Court in Litch+ 


field ; and obſerved to him, that his ſafety 


depended on his good behaviour in that 
Affair. And thus, this happy prior mar- 
riage was ſeemingly confirmed, to the 
Joy of Sir Vm, at leaſt; who had no- 
thing now to do but to proſecute the 
Lady for a double marriage; not ſo much 
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out of a ſpirit of Revenge, as to clear 
himſelf legally of ſo dangerous 4 woman! 
During the Reſidence of the happy 
Couple at St =, the firſt Sunday they 
appeared at Church, it fortunately hap- 
pened that the Second Leſſon for the 
Day was the Fourth Chapter of St. John, 
and read by their own Reverend Mr. C—e . 
the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th Verſes 
were molt joyouſly applicable, viz. 


Jesus ſaid unto her, Go, call thy Huf- 
band and come hither. | 

The Woman anſwered and ſaid, I have 1 
Husband. | 
© Tesvs ſaid unto her, Thou haſt well ſaid, 
T have no Husband : For thou haſt had five 
Husbands, and he whom thou now haſt 1s 
NOT THY HusBAND ; in that ſaidſt thou 
iruly. 

And the Woman ſaid unto him, Sir, I 
perceive thou art a Prophet. 


The greateſt part of the Congregation 
(who were well acquainted with the Ad- 
yentures of this enterprizing Lady) were 
in a full ſtare and a high titter, at the 
new- married Couple, and the Lady was 
very near fainting away at the Accident, 

Mr. Rus and his Lady made no long 
ſtay at his Houſe at $7—f—4; and lived 
there in the utmoſt privacy. They ſaw 


none but yery particular Friends ; and 
| Mr. 
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Mr. H—k—1n, the Attorney, was their firſt 
Miniſter / After ſome "Time thus ſpent in 
ſtudying Machiavel, and forming Plans, 
they all ſet out for London, with as much 
privacy as poſſible; from whence we ſhall 
ſoon hear of them in Thunder / 

Sir N m's uſual Time of going to 
the ſame Place was more than advanced ; 
but beſides the unexpected Buſineſs the 
foregoing Incidents had involved him in, 
he was attacked with a ſlight Fit of the 
Gout, which was alone ſufficient to con- 
fine him in the Country. — Thus he re- 
mained too inactive for his Condition 
and indulging in too much Security; till 
he was alarmed by the Arrival of a ſpe- 
cial meſſenger from London, ho brought 
him Letters of the following Account, 
viz. That on Monday laſt the fth Day of 
February, two learned Council moved a 
certain High Court of Jultice for an In- 
formation to be granted againſt Sir /— 
u-, Baronet, John Cl—ts, Clerk, and 
Ann his Wife, and Lieutenant R d 
I/——», for certain TRESPYAS SES] Con- 
TEMPTS ! ConsPIRACIES! and MisDE- 
MEANoORsS! which are contained in the 
following Affidavits. 

I will not detain my Reader from the 
following curious Entertainment, by ad- 
hering to the Terms of Law, but open 
the Charge with, - 
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The Affidavit of Ann Wiſe of |—<—N 
R Ns, E/q; late Wife of Joan 
WH „ £73 


SETS FORTH, 


Tur Sir N- m V ——y, Bart. 
John Cl—ts, Clerk, and Ann his Wife, 
and one Mr. AN 4 W——y, a Relati- 
on of the ſaid Sir ms, called Capt. 
HW——y, did, as Deponent believes, en- 
ter into a Conſpiracy to force Deponent 
againſt her Will and Conſent, to marry 
laid Sir W. m (Deponent being then 
the Wife of the ſaid J—-u R—-15) al- 
though ſuch marriage was not publickly 
known: and did likewiſe after conſpire 
to charge Deponent with being actually 
married to ſaid Sir m; which Con- 
ſpiracy was begun, and carried on as be- 
fore- mentioned, (viz.) 

In the Month of June, July and Auguſt 
laſt, ſaid Sir u came ſeveral Times 
to viſit Deponent, in the ſame manner as 
the reſt of her neighbours did; and from 
the firſt of Sir W——m's viſiting Depo- 
nent, as aforeſaid, faid (:s and Wife 
alſo viſited Deponent, and took all Op- 
portunities of telling Deponent what a 
great Regard Sir — n had for _ 
but 
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—but Deponent at that Time took no 
Notice of what they ſaid, not in the leaſt 
believing it, there being a grear Diſpari- 
ty in Years between her and Sir Vm: 

That one Afternoon in Faly laſt, Sir 
I/—m told Deponent he had ſomething 
to ſay to her, on which his entire Hap- 

ineſs depended, and proceeded to tell 
— he was come to offer himſelf 
to her that his Love for her was ſo 
great, that he ſhould be the moſt wretch- 
ed man upon Earth, if ſne refuſed him: 
that Intereſt was not his motive; for he 
came to offer Deponent her Jointure in- 
dependent of him, and what Addition to 
her preſent Income ſhe thought proper 
after his Death, for that his Eſtate was 
unſettled. To which Deponent anſwer- 
ed, ſhe was obliged to him for the good 
Opinion he had of her and for his 
generous Offers; but deſired he would 
{peak no more on that ſubject, for that 
the ſhould never entertain any Thoughts 
of him. And after a great deal of Con- 
verſation of this ſort, he told Deponent 
he hoped ſhe would alter her mind. To 
which Deponent anſwered, ſhe never 
ſhould whillt ſhe lived. W hereupon ſaid 
Sir / n went away. 

But a few Days after ſaid Sir -n 
came again, and repeated his Regard for 
Deponent; and declared he could not 
live without her, Deponent again aſſured 

him, 
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him, it was to no Purpoſe to renew the 
ſubje&t —— that ſhe was very forry ſh: 
hed occaſioned him any Uneaſineſs, but 
mult beg to be excuſed from ever talk - 
ing to him more upon it, for it would be 
to no manner of Purpoſe. 'To which he 
replied, if that was her Reſolution, he 
would deſiſt ; and that he would never 
mention this ſubject more to her but 
hoped this would not break any Friend- 
ſhip between them. To which Depo- 
nent anſwered, that, as a Friend, ſhe 
ſhould be glad to ſee him, the ſame as 
the reſt of her Neighbours, but on no o- 
ther footing : 

That although Sir Vm ſeveral times 
viſited Deponent, between the Time of 
ſaid laſt denial and the 26th of Auguſt 
then next following, yet he never men- 
tioned any thing more in way of Court: 
ſhip to Deponent: 5 

Thar ſaid C ts and Wife were fre- 
quently in Company with Deponent at- 
ter Sir offered himſelf as afore- 


ſaid, and took frequent Opportunities of 


telling Deponent how dearly Sir W—m 
loved her and a great deal more ſuch- 
like Talk — of which Deponent did not 
think it worth her while to take any 
Notice, not at that Time ſuſpecting any 
Confederacy between them And the 
ſaid Sir — n continued to viſit De- 
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ponent as a neigbour until the 26th of 
Auguſt laſt in the Morning. 

That on that day Deponent was in- 
formed, that Sir — m had ſent for 
Deponent's ſervant, R-—d D-—y, who 
was gone to Sir Hex, and when D—y 
came back, Deponent inquired of him 
what Sir —.— wanted with him; 
and Deponent obſerved, he looked in 
great Confuſion ; and that the only An- 
iwer he made Deponent was, that Sir 
W. m's ſervants had repreſented to 
their Maſter that he {R——d D——y) 
had ſpoke diſreſpectfully of Deponent. 


At the ſame Time proteſting his Inno- 


cence, and told Deponent the Rev. Mr. 
( ts could inform her more fully a- 
bout the Affair, he being at Sir /—m's 
that Day, and knowing all that had paſ- 
ſed. W hereupon Deponent went to ſaid 
Cl—ts, the ſame day, to know what had 
been ſaid of her in Sir /——x's Family 
When ſaid CI: informed Deponent, 
it was a damn'd odd, infamous Affair 

and that, as far as he could underſtand, 
it was ſome Time when Sir W-——m's 
ſervants and Deponent's man had been 
together. They were talking of their 
maſter and miſtreſs, and that Sir #—mw's 
ſervants had told their maſter, that De- 
ponent's man had ſpoken of him with 


great diſreſpect, and very ſlightingly of 
Deponent; and added, it was inſinuated 


in 
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48 The Widow of the Food. 
in Sir /——m's Family, as if Deponent 


and her ſervant had been too familiar 
and that Deponent's ſaid ſervant had ſpo- 
ken or given Intimation thereof to Sir 
ns ſervants: For which Reaſon 
ſaid Sir /——# had ſent for them all, 
and made them ſwear, and examined 
them—And further added, Sir - 
did this in order to clear Deponent's 
Character; and though it was wrong to 
make ſuch a buſtle about the nonſenſe of 
ſervants, yet he was very certain Sir 
m loved Deponent dearly, and upon 
his Soul he had told him ſo often. To 
which Deponent anſwered, ſhe did not 
know by what Authority Sir / 
took upon him to aſperſe her Character, 
or to clear it: That the ſhould think her- 
ſelf in a very bad Way, when ſhe ſtood 
in need of his Aſſiſtance to vindicate her 
Character : that the Liberty he had tak- 
en with her, was ſo far from obliging 
her, that ſhe ſhould reſent it extremely. 
And further anſwered, that Sir }/—m's 

retending to clear her Character, (which 
ſhe thanked God was never called in 
Queſtion except by himſelt and Family) 
appeared to her as if he wanted to raiſe 
ſome Reflections againſt her; and that 
as Deponent's ſaid ſervant had lived with 
her — Years, and had always be- 
haved himſelf extremely well, ſhe did 
not believe he would be guilty of any 
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Reflections againſt her. To which ſaid 
C!—ts anſwered, that upon his foul Sir 
HW ——1 did not believe the leaſt ill of 
her; and though'tthere was no Reaſon for 
the leaſt ſcandal, yet it would certainly 
make a rumour in the Pariſh—and that 
he would adviſe Deponent to marry Sir 
m, and that would ſtop all Reflec- 
tions that could poſhbly ariſe from this 
nonſenſe : and added, upon his ſoul, Sir 
I/—-m loved Deponent to that diſtrac- 
tion, that he could not live without her. 
Deponent then ſaid, I hope you don't 
think ſo meanly of me, as to imagine I 


| would marry Sir the ſooner, 


becauſe either himſelf, or ſome of his Ca- 
mily, have falſely aſperſed my Character 
— On the contrary, I would not have 
him, it the whole World depended upon 
it (Deponent then being married to ſaid 
In E. as aforeſaid, though her ſaid 
marriage was then kept ſecret for parti- 
cular reaſons) — And Deponent and ſaid 
Ci—ts had a great deal more Converſati- 
on to the ſame purpole : 

That ſaid 7— Cl|—ts and his Wife 
greatly preſſed Deponent to ſtay and dine 
with them that Day — And Mrs. C ir 
told Deponent, that if ſhe would ſtay. 
and dine there, the would ſend for De- 
ponent's Cloaths, that ſhe might dreſs 
herſelf at ſaid Mr. CI- ts's, this Depo- 
nent being then in a morning Dreſs. 
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This Deponent, not in the leaſt ſuſpect- 
ing the Deſign the ſaid J7— ts and 
his Wife, and Sir had againſt 
her, accepted of ſuch Offer, and dined 
there - that ſoon after Dinner Deponent 
went up ſtairs to dreſs herſelf, her Cloaths 
being come — and whilſt Deponent was 
dreſſing herſelf, Mrs. te came into 
the Room, and told Deponent ſhe was 
afraid ſhe was cold, for there was ſcarce 
any Fire. Deponent anſwered, ſhe was 
not over warm. Upon which Mrs. C, 
left the room, and came in again juſt as 
Peponent was dreſſed, and brought a 
glaſs of Liquor in her hand, which De- 

onent apprehended at that Time to be 
Wine And told Deponent ſhe had 
brought Deponent a 2 of Wine, for 
that ſhe was afraid Deponent found the 
Room cold. Deponent thanked her, and 
ſaid, as ſhe had the Trouble to fetch it, 
ſne would drink it, or elſe had rather be 
excuſed. Whereupon Deponent drank 
the ſame ; and after Deponent had drank 
it, the ſaid Mrs. M 's went down ſtairs 
with Deponent into. the Parlour, and af- 
ter ſtaying a few minutes with Depo- 
nent, ſhe went out of the Room, and 
ſoon came back again : 

That in about fifteen minutes after 
drinking ſaid Liquor, and whilſt ſhe was 
in the Parlour, ſhe (Deponent) was tak- 
en ſuddenly very ill, and fick, and with 
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a great Trembling all over her 4 nd De- 
ponent then told ſaid Mrs. C ts ſhe 
wiſhed the had not drank faid Glaſs of 
Wine, for it had made her very ill, and 
that ſhe was almoſt ready to die: 'To 
which Mrs. Ct made no Anſwer, 
as. Deponent remembers, but went out 
of the Parlour into the Hall, and bought 
Cloth of a Scots Man. Deponent in the 
mean time continuing very il, got up ro 
the Window and vomited to a violent 
degree, and then went and fat down a- 
ain : | 

, That Deponent then ſaw Sir /——m 
come into the Room and immediately 
afterwards ſhe became totally inſenſible, 
and remembers nothing more, and knows 
not what happened afterwards, nor how 
long ſhe remained inſenſible: That 
when ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe ſaw Sir 
W-——m, Mr. Cl—ts, and his Wife, 
ſtanding by her, and the ſaid Mr. C= 
had a Book in his Hand; and Deponent 
deſired Mrs. C- ts to take her to the 
Window that ſhe might have' ſome Air, 
for ſhe was exceeding ſick, and again 
vomited molt violently, and then was 
ſomething eaſier, aud went and fat down 
again: 

That Mr. Cs then asked Depo- 
nent how ſhe could fall into ſuch a Fit, 
when it was her own Deſire, as well as 
Sir T's, to be married—Ar which 
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Deponent being greatly alarmed and a- 
ſton:iſhed, asked Mr. Cl——#s what he 
m-ant : to which he Anſwered, What 
ſho1ld I mean, but that you was married 
to Sir n this Afternoon, juſt be- 
fore you was taken fo ill? To which 
Deponent replied, | believe you are mad, 
or you could not talk ſo- And Sir V- 
then ſaid, he wondered Deponent could 
forget thatſhe was married. Upon which 
Deponent then ſaid, You ſurely think I 


am {till deprived of my Senſes, or elſe you 


could never talk fo ro me—And added, 
(as the Truth is) I never was married to 
Sir ///. m, nor ever will: | 
That ſaid Cl——:#s and Sir HF —— 
after talking a great deal more to the ſame 
Purpoſe, went our of the Room, and 
came in again in a few Minutes; upon 
which Deponent faid to them, If you 
talk to me after this Manner, I will call 
in all the People of the Houſe to know 
what you did to me whilſt I was out 
of my Senſes for I am ſure I never was 
married to Sir 1 in my Senſes.— 
Mr. Ci ts then ſaid, that making ſuch 
a Noiſe, did not ſignify, for Sir A - 
was determined to take Deponent to his 
Houſe that Night, unleſs ſhe would fign 
a Paper he had in his Hand, and which, 
he ſaid, conſiſted only of Deponent's pro- 
miſing never to relate. what had paſſed 
that Night; and then Sir //——m "_ 
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by all that was ſacred, if Deponent did 
not ſign the Paper, he would immediately 


4 take Deponent to his own Houſe: That 
8 what with the Fright they had put her 
+þ in, and the illneſs which the Liquor oc- 
J caſioned, and 3 no other Way to 
on IM cſcape from them, ſhe was obliged, and 
Id did ſign faid Paper, withofit reading, or 
oy hearing the ſame read over, or knowing 
1 the Contents thereof. Then Sir /—m 
on ſaid to Mr. Cl ts, We'lltalk no more 
on this Subject to Night. | 
_ That Mr Cr went and called for 
Cards, and one Mr. A, and ſaid C/—25's 
* Children came into the Room Mrs. 
ey s came and asked Deponent if ſhe 
id WW ould play at Cards; Deponent anſwer- 
\n ed, ſhe was not able, and deſired to be 
u WM <xcuſed Mrs. Cl——ts then whiſper- 
med Deponent, and ſaid, ſhe had much 
W better ſtay at her Houſe all Night. As 
ur Deponent was ſo ill, it was not proper 


for her to go home Upon which De- 
ponent got up directly from her Seat, 
and went into the Hall, where ſaid Mrs. 


67s and ſaid Sir ——m followed 
iis her; and Deponent then told Mrs. CI ts, 
zu WM far if the World depended upon it, the 
h, would not ſtay all Night at her Houſe— 
o- Whereupon Sir /——m told Deponent 
-4 he had ordered his Chariot, and ſhe ſhould 
re go home therein Bur Deponent told 
Dy him, ſhe would not go home in it; and 
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ſaid, as ſhe had ſtayed fo late, her own 
Coach would come for her: 

That Deponent went into the Parlour 
again, and what with her being fo ill, 
and their telling her, and ſtanding to it, 
that ſhe was married to Sir m, ſhe 
was almoſt diſtracted: 

That Deponent, after Supper, finding 
herſelf extremely ill again, ordered her 
Coach; and as ſoon as ſne was told it 
was come, Deponent got into it, and Sir 
. taking advantage of Deponent's 
IIlneſs, occaſioned by ſaid Glaſs of Li- 
quor, followed Deponent into her Coach 
without her Conſent, and told Deponent, 
he would ſee her ſafe home — That ſhe 
was very lick all the Way home, and 
ready to faint, and that Sir V n 
did not ſtay three Minutes in Deponent's 
Houſe after Deponent got home that 
Deponent went directly into her Room, 
and deſired her Servant MY N Tt to 
undreſs her and put her to Bed as faſt as 
ſne could: 

That after Deponent was in Bed, ſhe 
fell afleep immeditaely, and remembers 
no more that paſſed for ſome Time; bur 
when ſhe came to herſelf, which ſhe was 
informed by her ſaid ſervant, M-. N—4, 
was in about three Hours, ſhe again vo- 
mited extremely; and, during the Night, 
fainted away two or three Times, and was 
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obliged to have her ſervant ſit up with 
her, and continued ſick, after eating any 
thing, for two or three days. 

That the next morning, Sir x- 
came to Deponent's Houſe before ſhe 
was up, and when Deponent's ſervant 
came into Deponent's room, to tell her 
he was come, Deponent ſaid, good God, 
Mary! I never can bear the ſight of that 
baſe W retch more! Deponent's ſer- 
vant ſaid, Lord, Madam! what is the 
matter? Deponent anſwered, Mary / 
when J am able, I will tell you all. 

That Deponent was very unwilling to 
ſee Sir V but recollecting the Pa- 
ares Deponent had been com- 
pelled to ſign as aforeſaid, and being de- 
ſirous to know the Contents thereof, and 
to have it delivered to her ſhe, at 
laſt, determined to ſee Sir n, in 
hopes of getting ſaid Paper, and to hear 
what he had to ſay in excuſe for his Be- 
haviour to her the night before — That 
ſhe was above half an Hour before ſhe 
could bring herſelf to get out of Bed 
but, at laſt, ſhe got up, and went to Sir 
I m; and when ſhe came into the 
Room, Sir m asked her how ſhe 
did; Deponent anſwered, the Liquor 
Mrs. C ts was fo civil to give her, had 
almoſt been the Death of her; for ſhe 
had been in ſuch a Condition the whole 
Night ſhe thought ſhe ſhould have died, 
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and was ſo ill then, ſhe did not know 
what to do with herſelf; and added, till 
ſhe drank that curſed glaſs of Liquor, ſhe 
was very well, and after ſhe had drank 
it, was taken ſo ill. Sir /——m told 
Deponent, that he hoped, in the midſt 
of her IIIneſs, ſhe remembered ſhe was 
married to him laſt Night! Deponent 
anſwered, Is it poſſible, Sir m, 
You can aſſert ſo infamous a Falfity ! 
He anſwered, you will find it a Truth; 
and ſurely the Fit which ſhe fell into 
afterwards could not make her forget all 
that happened! Which ſpeech of Sir 
W——'s put Deponent into a violent 
Paſſion, and Deponent ſaid to him, Sir, I 
now begin to ſee through all your Plots, 
and ſuppoſe you and your baſe Friend 
C ts gave me a Doſe, that you might 
afterwards face me out of my Realon— 
Bur I, in my ſenſes, was never married 
to you in my lite, and what is {ti]] more, 
never will—and directly added, I well 
remember, when I came to my ſenſes laſt 
Night at Cl—2s's, he ſtood with a Book 
in his hand What Book it was—or what 
Uſe he made of it, none but yourſelves 
know.—Sir / — then ſaid, Madam, 


you need not put yourſelf in ſuch a hur- 
ry, for married you was to me, and Mr. 
and Mrs. CI ts will both be Witneſſes; 
and if any Advantage was taken, it pro- 
ceeded from the Love I had for yr 
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and without you, live I could not! I claim 
you as my Wife, and will do all m my 
Power to make you happy, if you will 
conſent to go with me publickly roChurch 
and be married; and if you will nor, I 
ſhall give you a few days to conſider of 
it, and ſhall then bring my Coach and 
fetch you to my Houſe. Deponent ſaid 
to him, all your Threats-ſhall never make 
me marry you; and added, I believe 
there never was fo baſe a Plot upon the 
face of the Earth—Thar after ſome Dif- 
courſe of ſame ſort, Sir m went 
away, and Deponent went up ſtairs al- 


| molt diſtracted That ſoon after, on the 


ſame day, Mr. C/, and Wife came to 
Deponent's Houle, and ſaid Mr. Gt. 
asked Deponent if ſhe had ſeen Sir 
J-. Deponent anſwered, Ves; 
and ſaid, Mr. ( ts, can you be ſo un- 
grateful to me, as to join with Sir M 
in ſo vile an Aſperſion, as faying, you 
married me to him? Mr. Cl——7s an- 
wered, upon his ſoul he did, and that 
he would take his Oath of ir. Deponenr 
replied, can you be fo baſe as to ſay this 
to my Face.—— And likewiſe faid, I re- 
member laſt Night when I was at your 
Houſe, when I came to my ſenſes, I ſaw 
r by me with a Book in your 
nan 

read the ſervice over? His Anſwer was, 
de had married Deponent that it did 
not 
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not ſignify what Deponent ſaid about it 
and that if Deponent would go pub. 
lickly ro Church, and be marricd to Sir 
V. m, he was ſure Sir V- would 
do every Thing in his Power to make 
Deponent happy and that, if Depo- 
nent would not conſent, he aſſured De. 
ponent Sir /—m would come, in a fey 
days, and take Dep6nent to his Houſe; 
for they ſhould take care to bring Wit 
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neſſes enough to ſwear Deponent and Siri Nh hat 
I m were married. And as to him Fora 1. 
ſelf, he would ſwear any thing to oblige dir 2 
Sir V—— m; and added, that he had eat I 
married Deponent with a Licence, and. / res 
therefore was afraid of no Body and 7 05 
that Sir / 1 and he had Friends en h Q 
nough that would Witneſs for them Dig S 
and knew if Deponent was not happy 3 ing 
with Sir — m, it was her own Fault; * 
for upon his ſoul Sir V m loved * 
Deponent to diſtraction —- and he won: ae 8 
dered Deponent would have any Objec F I 
tion to a Perſon of Sir HY: ms greay g. $5 
Faſhion, and was ſurprized Deponent ha 1 he | 
ſhould not be pleaſed with being the top Thar 
of the Pariſh. Deponent replied, I an * 
ſure ſo baſe a ſcheme was never acted be- 3 
fore, but that all their Lies and ſwearing een 
ſhould not make her marry Sir #/—-nl 2 * 
Mrs. C! — g then ſaid, ſhe was read) 3 


to ſwear her Husband had married De- 
ponent to Sir V 


m; Deponent told 
het, 


it 
bs 
Sir 
Ad 
ke 
PQ» 
Jes 
EW 
ſe; 
Fit. 
Sit 
im · 
lige 
had 
and 
-and 
Is e- 
11 — 
PP) 
ut; 
oved 
von- 
bjec- 
gren 
nen 
e top 
1 am 
d be- 
ar ing 
— 
ready 
1 De- 
t told 
her, 


The Widow of the Wood. 7 


her, that after acting the Part ſhe had 
done, in giving the Liquor that ſo much 
diſordered her, Deponent did not in the 
lcaſt doubt but ſhe would ſwear, fay, or 
do any Thing But that Deponent hoped 
God Almighty would puniſh ſuch Crimes; 
and added, ſhe would be torn in a thou- 
ſand Pieces before ſhe would marry Sir 
. m, or that they ſhould ſucceed in 
their Attempts : 

That Sir W——n and Mr. Cl——rs 
came moſt days after the 26th of Auguſt, 
ſtill perſiſting Deponent was married to 
dir ; which Deponent was un- 
eaſy about, and imprudentiy concealed 
from her Husband, and Friends, hoping 
a Perſon of Rank, and a Clergyman, 
might, upon more ſerious Conſiderati- 
on, when they found Deponent reſolute 
and inflexible, give up, and abandon ſo 
impious and falſe a Pretence; and Depo- 
nent. behaved with Civility towards Rid 
Conſpirators ſome Time after ſaid 26th 
of Auguſt, hoping by fair means to get 
from them ſaid Paper- writing, which ſhe 
had been compelled to fign as aforeſaid ; 

That ſaid Ci ts and Wife, and Sir 
W——m, finding they were not able to 
ſucceed in their Attempts upon Depo- 


nent by the Methods before ſtated, they, 4 
as Deponent believes, from what after- 4 
wards followed, thought of a new ſcheme | 
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to compleat their wicked deſigns upon 
Deponent, which 1s as follows, (to wit) 

Sir m, a few days before the 23d 
of September laſt, came to Deponent' 
Houſe, and told Deponent he found all 
his ſchemes and profeſſions of love, made 
to Deponent, could not get the bettet 
of her diſlike to him, for which he knew 
no Reaſon, though he vowed he loved 
Deponent to diſtraction, yet as he found 
Deponent's averſion to him was ſo great, 
he was come to aſſure Deponent, that he 
ſhould never think of her more, other- 
wiſe than he hoped, ſo long as he ſtayed 
in the Country, he and Deponent ſhould 
live in Friendſhip, and carry to each o- 
ther with -Civility when they happened 
to meer. That he was determined to 
ſtay no longer in the Country than to ſet- 
tle his Affairs, and when that was done, 
he was determined to ſee Z/——y no 
more, for as he could not have this De- 
ponent, he could not bear to ſee Depo- 
nent, (which, if he ſtayed, he ſhould be 
obliged to do) about the Neighbour- 
hood; and added, he gave Deponent his 
Word and Honour, Deponent ſhould ne- 
ver have a moment's more uneaſineſs up- 
on his Account, as long as he lived 
and that he was truly ſorry for what had 
paſſed — and hoped, that though Depo- 
nent had ſo bad an Opinion of him, that 
Deponent would impute what was pal- 
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ſed to his great Love for Deponent. 
Deponent anſwered, I am very glad you 
have ſome remorle of Conſcience for the 
ungenerous Behaviour you and that baſe 
Raſcal Cl!——:7s have been guilty of to- 
wards me, and as you declare you will 
leave the Country as ſoon as your Affairs 
are ſettled, and are pleaſed to ſay you are 
actually ſorry for what is paſſed, 1 thall, 
if I poſſibly can, endeavour, Sir, to for- 
get my Injury, ſo far as not to ſhew any 
Reſentment when we meet in Company, 
—hBut I muſt inſiſt on ſeeing the Paper 
you and C t obliged me to ſign that 
| night at his Houſe, Jo which Sir Mn 
an{wered, thar Mr. C t, both would 
and ſhould ſhew it Deponent, whenever 
Deponent thought proper to ſee it 
That Sir / —22 ſoon after took his 
leave of Deponent and went away: 
That Mr. Cite came to Deponent's 
Houle the next day, when Deponent re- 
ted to him what had paſſed between 
dir n and Deponent; Mr. C- 
told Deponent, that Sir #/ n had 
told him every thing himſelf—Deponent 
then ſaid, Mr. Cl—ts, I infiſt upon ſee- 
ing that Paper you made me {gn that 
night at your Houſe. He replied—Upon 
his foul that Deponent ſhould, the very 
firſt Time that Deponent would call at 
is Houſe, and not only ſee it but keep 
t it ſhe pleaſed : 


F That 
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That Deponent being very uncaſy to 
ſee ſaid Paper, and to have the ſame de- 
livered to her, ſhe accordingly, on the 
23d Day of September ! between One and 
Two O'Clock in the Afternoon, went to ſaid 
Mr. C/—ts's, and deſired him to let De- 
ponent ſee ſaid Paper as he promiſed — 
He anſwered — upon his foul Deponent 
ſhould—and went out of the Room— as 
he then ſaid, to fetch it; but before he 
came into the Room, his dinner was 
placed upon the Table — and he then 
came and whiſpered to Deponent, (for 
one Mr. As and Mr. CI—ts's Children 
came into the Room) that Deponent 
ſhould ſee the Paper as ſoon as he had 
dined—And Mrs. - told Deponent 
ſhe expected Miſs S—yds (who live in 
the Neighbourhood) to drink Tea with 
her——or elſe ſhe ſhould have gone to 
Mr. C—e's (another Neighbour) to play 
at Cards, for the had been asked to come 
thither—and that Sir HW ——)y, 
and more Company, were to dine there 
that day; which was told Deponent, as 
Deponent verily believes, with an intent 
to induce Deponent to ſtay, ſaid Miſs 
$——4ds being her Acquaintance—That 
the, Deponent, took the firſt Opportu- 
nity after dinner again to deſire Mr. Ct 
to fetch Deponent the Paper—and he a- 
gain promiſed he would, and went out 
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Time waiting for the ſame——But Mr. 
Cl——ts not coming back again Depo- 
nent went and took a Walk with ſaid 
Mrs. Cl ts in the Garden, till it was 
almoſt dark; and when they came out 
of the Garden, they went into the Par- 
lour, where Deponent found ſaid Sir 
W—-m, and the faid Perſon called Capt. 
W=—y and Mr. Cl——ts ; at which 
Deponent was greatly ſurpriſed, and ve- 
rily believes, that Mr. C ts, inſtead 
of going to fetch ſaid Paper, as he 
promiſed, went to fetch Sir J/—-—m 
and Mr. /——y— And after Deponent 
had been in the Room a few Minutes, 
Mr. C t came and whifpered De- 
ponent, and ſaid, he had got the Paper 
in his Pocket, and Deponent ſhould fee 
it as ſoon as Sir Vm and his Nephew 
were gone That ſhe made him no An- 
ſwer, being too much vexed at his de- 
ceit but immediately asked Mrs. Cl—fs5 
it ſhe did not think Miſs $S—yd4s made 
it late before ſhe came. Her Anſwer 
was, ſhe had juſt ſent her Word ſhe 
could not come—whereupon they drank 
Tea and played at Cards : 

That from the Time Deponent went 
to ſaid Mr. Ci {5's that day (except 
walking in the Garden) ſhe was not out 
of the Houſe, till ſhe went to get into 
her Coach to go home That Sir }/—m 
asked Deponent to carry him and, faid 


F 2 Mr. 


„een 7 _— 2 
R „ w i, . 
— — „ - —— w - 
i i w_ ca — — — - — 4 
1 — — p 7 i Ree *% 
NEG ICRC 4 — 
L — — 


— 


—— ñ— — 


7 


— 


— 
——  k____ vv 


6 l 
TY 
. 
72 
- 
* Wi 
— 1 
* 
188 \ 
4 U. 
1 
' *-, 4 
* 


enn Pwr rg ro 


"MM... 4 4 * with 1 — 
TE 5 
= ALE. 14 . — * - 
2 G , — © » $ 99 © 
LHIT wed 4 -— » a *< - 
— —— — 3 — 


2 ” . N Y n . Ps '< * * 3 * 
— Denen — En 
| EEQcC_MCIMMOIS_ TOI x” + 


AXE” == 


as 
- 


A _—_ = mm ‚ãůn .. = 


64 The Widow of the Mood. 


Mr. }/-—y as far as //——y Bridge, 
which is in her Way home—And Depo. 
nent having had ſuch Aſſurances from 
Sir /——m as aforeſaid, and therefore 
not caring to refuſe ſuch a Civility, con. 
ſented to it, and carried them according. 
ly in her Coach; and when they came 
to the Bridge, ſaid Sir W——m and his 
Nephew got out of the Coach. 

That Deponent, juſt before ſhe went 
from Mr. Cl—ts's that night, was told 
by Mr. C{—:s, that he would bring the 
Paper himſelf to Deponent's Houle : 

That on the next morning, being the 
24th of September, Deponent's ſaid ſer- 
vant, M-—y N—-zt, came into Depo- 
nent's Room about Eight o'Clock, and 
ſaid, ſhe had News to tell Deponent, 
but hoped Deponent would not be an- 
gry z and added, 'twas ridiculous to tell 
Deponent ſuch Nonſenſe, knowing how 
long Deponent had been married to her Maſier 
Mr. R -ns. Deponent's Anſwer to 
her was, Let it be what it will, I ſhall 
not be angry She thereupon told this 
Deponent, that this Deponent's Man, 
R——4 9, had told her over night, 
that Deponent was ſeen the laſt Night, 
which was the 234 of September laſt, in 
C-1-w-h Church with Sir —m, at 
the Communion- Table, and that two 
Candles ſtood upon the Table, and that 
Sir /——— and Deponent were then 
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married — Deponent asked her how ſhe 
could be ſuch a Fool to tell Deponent 
ſuch Nonſenſe, only to vex Deponent— 
To which faid ſervant replied, ſhe ſhould 
not have dared to tell Deponent ſuch a 
falſe Report, but that Deponent's man 
told her they deſigned ringing the Bells, 
which ſhe well knew would greatly ſhock 
this Deponent, and make Deponent's 
Husband, Mr. R—3s, very uneaſy — 
Deponent then ordered ſaid 44—y N—#t 
to go to R——d D y, and bid him 
fetch Mr. CI- -s immediately, which 
fud D-———y did, and Mr. M s came 

directly. | | 
That as ſoon as Deponent heard Mr. 
, was come, the went down to 
him,—and Di followed her into the 
Room where Mr. C|——ts was—Depo- 
nent ſaid to Mr. C ts, my man here 
has heard a Report, which, wheti he has 
related it to you, I deſire you'll declare 
whether it be true or falſe and then or- 
dered her man to tell all that he had 
heard concerning Sir m's and 
Deponent's being married the night be- 
fore, which ſaid D——y did — And af- 
ter Mr. G. s had heard him relate 
all the Report, the ſaid Mr. s de- 
clared upon his ſoul and body, and called 
Heaven ro witneſs, it was as damned a 
Lic as ever was told That he never 
married Deponent to ſaid Sir -; 
F 3 and 
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and further ſaid, he never knew ſuch a 
Pariſh in his Lite for raiſing damned lies, 
Deponent then ſaid to Mr. C ts, Are 
you ſure you did not marry any body laſt 
Night; for if you did—as Sir W——mn 
and | happened to be at your Houſe, it 
might occaſion the Report; and if you 
did, 1 inſiſt upon pour owning it to me, 
for that will explain from whence this 
Lie proceeded—He anſwered, upon his 
ſoul, and as God was his Judge, and 
withed he might be damned, if he had 
married any foul that Night; and fur- 
ther ſid, as he hoped for mercy, he had 
not ſet his Foot in the Church upon any 
Account that day or 8 uſed words 
to the very ſame Effe | 

That Mr. Cs, Deponent, and man, 
went out of the Room together; and 
Cl——ts went away directly. Deponent 
went up ſtairs, and afterwards went to 
O. Læu-h Church And as ſoon as Depo- 
nent came out of the Church, Sir Z/—m 
met Deponent in the Church-yard, and 
told Deponent ſhe ſeemed to be in a great 
hurry — To which Deponent anſwered, 
Sir, if you have not heard the Report 
which was ſpread the laſt Night, I be- 
lieve you are the only one in the Pariſh 
that has not —— He ſaid, he had heard 
no Report; upon which Deponent re- 
plied, If you pleaſe to call at my Houſe, 
1 ſhall inform you; for I am * to 
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know the Authors of the Report. 
Deponent ordered her man to tell rhe 
Ringers, that if they offered to ring the 
Bells, ſhe ſhould reſent it very much. 
That Sir called on Deponent 
ſoon after the got home, and Deponent 
related to him all ſhe had heard about 
him and Deponenr's being married the 
23d of Sept. He an{wered, he was 
8 ſurpriſed People could invent ſuch Lies 
d out of nothing; and added, he was ver 
d ſorry it ſhould give Deponent ſuch Un- 
- eaſineſs but he could not help the idle 
d Reports of other People But that if he 
y could find out who had raiſed the Re- 
is port, he would puniſh them if poſſible, 
Deponent anſwered, it might appear to 
him no more than idle Report, but it too 
nearly concerned Deponent ever to be 
eaſy till it was cleared up; and there- 
fore hoped he would fulfil his Promiſe, 
and make Inquiries whence this Lie pro- 
ceeded. Sir H-. m went away, and 
came in the Afternoon, and brought Mr. 
s with him in his Chariot: and 
Mrs. tt and Mr. ＋◻cv came ſoon 
after them, and Deponent had a great 
deal more Company with her that after- 
noon—And as ſoon as they were gone, 
Sir N-. told Deponent, that he had 
made {trict Inquiry after the Authors 
that raiſed the Report that he and De- 
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ponent had been married on the 234 of Sir / 


September ; and that he was told, it was ſuch 
fixed on one C—-—1, that lives over. the 
againſt the Church — That he had been your 
with ſaid C—-—1#, and ſhe declared ſhe and 
knew nothing of the matter, more than were 
that one D—r, a Taylor, had told her, I bep 
that he ſaw Sir m married to De. the v 
ponent on the 23d—Thar he had ſent for MW nued, 
Dx, but he was from home, fo order- have] 
ed he ſhould come tov //——y-ha!l the reaſon 


next morning, and would then examine over) 
him : Th. 
That the next morning, being Monday il talkin} 
the zyth of September, the ſaid Mr. G nent's 
came to Deponent's houſe as ſoon as De: to let 
ponent was up, and pretended to be in to ſaid 
a great Fright, and told Deponent every MW Minut 
one believed he had married Deponent M and M 
to Sir W—— on the 23d of September, WW nent's | 
and that D was ſuch a Villain to tell ing of 


him to his Fzce he would ſwear ir—an( upon I 
that if the Biſhop ſhould hear ir, be ſeen D. 
would ſtrip his Gown over his Ears bis Oar 
and thereſore begged Deponent would w hin 
conſent to go the next morning to Church, © Church 
and be married to Sir V m. Dell —- 
ponent anſwered, Can you imagine am then det 
of your Lies can have the leaſt Effet ponent 
upon me—Or, can you think a man tel. of Feptei 
ling you he would ſwear he ſaw yo thing ot 
marry me to Sir Vm, when we all} that he, 


know it to be falle, will make me wy of Seprem 
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m Or do you take me to be 
ſuch a Fool to think you are afraid of 
the Biſhop duffine your Gown over 
your Ears for a Thing you never did — 
and added, You now convince me you 
were only trying to impofe upon me, and 


Sir J 


begin to think you are the Author of 


the vile Report yourſelf and contt- 
nued, if the Biſhop knew the Uſage I 
have had from you, you would with ſome 
reaſon fear having your Gown {tripped 

over your Ears: | 
That-whilſt ſhe and Mr. C- were 
talking, Sir —.— came into Depo- 
nent's houfe, and told Deponent he called 
to let Deponent know he had ſent agam 
to ſaid O, and expected him every 
Minute, and immediately after Sir /—m 
and Mr. C -t, went away from Depo- 
nent's houſe together, and in the Even- 
ing of the ſame Day, Sir //—-m called 
upon Deponent again, and faid, he had 
ſeen D—r, —and after he had given him 
his Oath, deſired him to tell whether he 
ſaw him and Deponent married in the 
Church the 23d of September, — And Sir 
IW. m told Deponent, that D—-—r 
then declared, he never ſaw him and De- 
ponent married in the Church the 23d 
of September, nor ſaw, nor knew any 
thing of the matter, any further, than 
that he, ſaid D r, went, on the 23d 
ot September, at night, to Mr. ss, to 
carry 
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carry ſome Potatoes they had ordered to 
be brought for Sir m's ſupper, 
and that Mr. Ci—:s's man ſaid to him in 
a joke, he ſhould have brought ſome for 
my Lady as well as Sir JY/———, and 
thar D told him he did not know 
what he meant by my Lady and that 
Mr. Cl|—ts man then told him, that Sir 
HH —m was married to Deponent—That 
Mr. Cl—ts's faid ſervant was afterwards 
asked, if he had faid any ſuch Thing to 
D r,—and he declared, he never did: 
That the next day, being Tue/day the 
a6th of September, to the beſt of Depo- 
nent's Remembrance, Mr. C 7s came 
to Neponen:'s Houſe, and told her again, 
that every Body believed the was mar. 
ried to Sir Vm the 23d of September. 
—Deponent then ſaid to Mr. , 
Are you ſure you did not marry any bo- 
dy in that Church that Night, which 
has occaſioned this falſe Report? Mr. 
C/—-7s then declared, upon his Soul he 
did not,—bur added, he muſt own, when 
Sir //—m and his Nephew came into his 
Houſe, he juſt ſtepped into the Church, 
with them, to look at Sir / — 's Fa. 
mily- Monument — Deponent then ſaid 
to Mr. -s, You have now explained 
What | before ſuſpected, that it was ſome 
Scheme contrived amongſt yourſelves 
which has occaſioned this Report; and 
asked him if he remembered how many 
| times 
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times he had called God to witneſs, be- 
ſore Deponent's ſervant D——y as well 
as Deponent, that he had never ſet his 
Foot in the Church on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, either that day or night, on any 
Account whatever. | 
The ſaid Mr. Cs then told Depo- 
nent, that Sir n loved Deponent 
ſo much, that he was determined to have 
her at all events, and that he would ad- 
viſe Deponent, as a Friend, to conſent 
to go publickly to Church and marry 
Sir V— n; for if ſhe, Deponent, did 
ic not — they were reſolved to avear that De- 
> Wh ponent was married to Sir W m on the 
de Wl 234 of September z and he aſſured De- 
1, Wl ponent there were People ready to wit- 
r. neſs for Sir / — that ſhe little ex- 
er. pected And as for himſelf, he knew 
ts, bow dearly Sir /——m loved this De- 
0- Wl ponent—thar Sir had indemni- 
ch fed him and that, by God, he would 
Ar. ¶ ſwear any Thing to ſerve Sir ——m 
he Wl —That Deponent was ſo ſhocked with 
den what Mr. ts then ſaid, that ſhe went 
directly out of the Room, and called her 
ch, maid-ſervant, N—:t, and ordered her to 
ſtand at the door to hear what Mr. M ts 
might further ſay to Deponent.— Depo- 


ned nent left M-—y N—-t at the door, and 


went into the Room again to Mr. C ts, 
and ſaid to him, Is it poſſible you can 
put 
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put in Practice what you have threaten- 
ed me, of ſwearing you had married me 
to Sir /——m the 23d of September, it 
I could not be perſuaded to go publickly 
to Church and marry him ? and don't 
you think J ſhall tell all the baſe Uſage 
I have met with from you ? He anſwer- 
ed—No one would believe what Depo- 
nent ſaid, for he was certain ſhe had 
none but herſelf to diſprove it—And as 
for himſelt, he would {wear any Thing 
to ſerve Sir Mm, and ſo would many 
others beſides himſelf, whom Deponent 
little expe&ed, and which Deponent 
ſhould find to her Coſt——and added, 
Deponent had better be adviſed before it 
was too late. Deponent told him, ſhe 
ſcorned ſuch baſe Advice—and that if he 
and his Gang ſwore till they died, De- 
ponent would never marry Sir Hm. 
That Deponent ſent to Sir /m, 
and deſired he would call on her the firſt 
Opportunity and when Sir /——n 
came, Deponent related to him all the 
above Converſation that paſſed between 
Deponent and Mr. s; —and added, 
—after the Concern he had formerly ex- 
preſſed for the ill Uſage of her before, 
and the Pains he prerended to take to 
have the falſe Report cleared up, Depo- 
nent hoped he could not be guilty of ſo 
much Baſeneſs, as to indemnify ſaid Mr. 
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him on the 23d of September. — Sir 1 
anſwered, his Love for her was ſo great, 
that without her he could not live and 
added, let the Conſequence be what it 
would, he was reſolved to have her 
And if Deponent would not go publick- 
ly to Church, and marry him, he was 
determined to ſweat Deponent was mar- 
ried to him on the 23d of September, and 
that other People, beſides Mr. Cf, 
would both be Witneſſes, and ſwear for 
him; and that it was in vain for Depo- 
nent to ſay any thing againſt it: 

Thar ſach menaces and Threats bein 
repeated for ſeveral days afterwards, bot 
by Mr. Cl—ts and Sir /-—m, Depo- 
nent grew eat laſt convinced they were 
reſolved to continue all Attempts to com- 
pleat their wicked Contrivance of forc- 
ing Deponent to celebrate a marriage pub- 
lick ly, or to confeſs the ſolemnization of 
a marriage which had never been had; 
and therefore Deponent, to avoid their 


Company, confined herſelf to her Cham 


ber, and was ſo much affected by their 
Conduct, as to become extremely ill— 
And Mr. R—ns, her Husband, being at 
that Time abroad, on a Journey, Depo- 
nent had no Opportunity (if ſhe had had 
any ſtrength and Courage to have done 
it) to communicate to him the Injuries 
ihe had received as aforeſaid- 
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That Mr. Rs returning to his own. 
houſe in a few days afterwards, and hearing 
of a rumour of ſuch pretended marriage, 
ſent to Deponent to know the meaning 
thereof. Deponent ſent him Word ſhe 
would come to bim the firſt Opportuni- 
ty ſhe had, and acquaint him with the 
whole Aﬀair-— And Deponent ſent ſaid 
M—y Nit in a day or two after to Mr. 
R—175, to tell him the terrible ſituation 
Deponent- was in: | 

That Sir —· m, notwithſtanding 
ſhe kept her Chamber for the Purpoſes 
aforeſaid, ſtill continued. to come to De- 
ponent's houſe — and finding Deponent's 
ſpirits much diſordered, in a threatening 
way ſeveral Times declared, that if De- 
onent did not get well ſoon, and go to 
Church and be married to him, he would 
bring his Coach and take her away by 
Force for that he had Friends who 

would ſwear ſhe was married to him: 
That Mr. Cl—ts likewiſe coming, De- 
ponent ordered her man, D——y, and 
maid, M—y N—, or one of them, to 
be always at the door, that they might 
hear the Threats ſhe always had and 
though ſhe had other ſervants during the 
Interval, yet ſhe had none ſhe could fo 
much depend upon as ſaid D—yand M—y 
N:; —Therefore did not communi» 
cate the ill Trcatment ſhe received to 
any other of her ſervants; nor was De- 
ponent's 
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ponent's T with Mr. R known 
to any of her ſervants except ſaid D—y 
and N—t, as Deponent verily believes: 

That Mr. C ts came one day, when 
Deponent was very ill, and in Bed, into 
this Deponent's Room, ( he knowing 
what Room ſhe lay in, being converſant 
in the Houſe) without Deponent's Pri- 
vity or Conſent, and asked Deponent how 
ſhe did Deponent anſwered, ſhe was 
very bad, and did not deſire his Compa- 
ny—He ſaid, ſhe was not ill, and muſt 
and ſhould get up and go with him to 
C-I-w-h Church, and be married to Sir 
n, and then all would be well. De- 
ponent then told him to get out of the 
Room, for he was a vile Scoundrel 
upon which he took Deponent by the arms, 


and endeavoured to drag her aut of Bed—— 


Deponent then ſcreamed out, and ſaid 
M—y N—4t directly burſt into the room, 
and ſaid, Lord, Madam, what is the mat- 
ter with you? What has Mr. G7 
been doing to you? Deponent ſaid, Lord, 
M—y, help me! and remembers no 
more for ſome Time. But when ſhe 
came to herſelf, the firſt Thing ſhe re- 
members was, ſeeing M—y N—t: ſtand- 
ing by her who then told Deponent, 
ſhe had fainted away ; but that as ſoon 
as Deponent fainted away, Mr. Cs 
went out of the Room, without ſaying 
one Word more: 
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That in a day or two after, Sir. 
coming again, ; $a he came up to De- 
onent's Room, Deponent ordered her 
Maid-ſervant, M—y, to ſtand at the 
Door; Sir then told Deponent, 
he was determined the next Morning to 
bring his Coach and take her away by 
Force, if ſhe would not promiſe to get 
well, and go to Church and marry him, 
for that he had People enough that would 
ſwear for him that he had married her the 
23d of September, Deponent told him, ſhe 
had borne every thing with Patience, 10 
ing he would relent, and give uphis wic 
ed ſcheme, but as ſhe found nothing would 
ſoften him, he might do his worſt, for 
ſhe hated him, and, was the World to 
depend upon it, ſhe would never have 
him, 
That another day Sir V. m and 
Mr. C ts came, Deponent was very 
ill, and her Maid, M—y N—4t was ſtand- 
ing by her when they came into the room, 
and immediately told them how bad De- 
ponent was, and that ſhe was determined 
to ſend for Deponent's Brother, j/—m 
NM, Eſq; for the could not longer bear 
to ſee Deponent lie in ſo miſerable a Con. 
dition, and have no friend with her and 
added, If Mr. N—y knew Deponent was 
the leaſt ill—ſhe was ſure he would be 
with Deponent immediately—and the was 
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on to Deponent to ſee him. Deponent's 
Maid then left the Room; and Mr. C75 
told Deponent, her Maid's Impertinence 
was very great in threatening to ſend. for 
Mr. N—y; and ſaid, he aſſured Depo- 


nent 1 ſhould take care to ſet Mr. Ny 


and all her friends againſt her; and that 
what Deponent ſaid would never be be- 
lieved, when he had ſo many People 
would ſwear for Sir ¶ m; and ſwore, 
upon his Soul, they would take care to 
make Deponent aſhamed to ſhew her face 
amongſt any of her Friends—or uſed 
Words to that very Effect. Deponent 
anſwered, © Mr. C ts, as long as I 
know my own Innocence, I ſhall never 
fear ſuch Villains as you: ** 

That Mrs. ts came another day, 
and ſaid, ſhe was furprized Deponent 
could not like Sir //——2, and fancied 
the Reaſon was, Deponent had ſo great 
2 Regard for Mr. R——15—lf that was 
the Caſe, Deponent might marry Sir 
n firſt, and he was ſo old he could 
not live long, and Deponent might after- 
wards marry Mr. R- and that all the 
World ſaid, whether Deponent was mar- 
ried to Mr. R-, or not, he would 
leave her Children his Eſtate—Deponent 
then told her, This laſt advice of her's 
was like all the reſt of their baſe low 
plots. But Deponent deſired M. R---ns's 
Name might not be called in Queſtion with ſuch 

G 3 4 Set 


> A * 4 . 
"24 Sad 4. Z 
" -=..Y. ” 0 . 
— © £4 
re bg: . 
. "F> | *, 


— * 
= 


. 


r 


— 


9 93 8 . > 
* * a > » . - = * — A - ä 4 o «2X — - 
| 0 - — - - l : 2.4 . 
- ” — — © as wa * - 3 s Tea, * — - I . — 
— . + = — d * — — - — 
N 8 — — e — gi ; . 
—— ———k—— — — —ʃ — — 8 
L | ; . __ 2 > — — — * e 
— - 2 Os Low . - * — an 


ee 


- . 
Arn ett ho. 


- + 228 — a> 
Cf tray. * 
1 
N a = 


4: 7 


bite > 
Ix 
3 


ow. * 
* - — 
i 
3 


—_— BR]... 
— 


= RE 


— —— 4 I LP 
* — . " 4.2 - 


. 


ö 


— 


* r 8 SEL 
„ . —— ns Dn ae 


8 — 


— : - 
* — — 
— xy „ 


, . £ 
— — , ——_— 
6:8 | a 1 — 2 : 1 * 
- * a» re 
— 1 * r g „ r 


78 The Widow of the Mood. 


4 Set of Villains as themſelves —and added, 
It was nothing to her who Deponent lik- 
ed or diſliked, for that Deponent mor- 
tally hated Sir m and all his Gang: 
That Sir 7. m and Mr. Cl T 
came another time to ſee Deponent, and 
ſhe then asked them both to ler her ſee 
the Paper they made her ſign the 26th 
of Auguſt. Mr. Cl—ts anſwered, that 
ſince ſhe was ſo damned obſtinate, the 
ſhould, he aſſured her, make what Ule 
they thought proper of it, Deponent then 
told him, She deſpiſed all their Villainy, 
and did not doubt but in a ſhort Time 
ſhe ſhould be able to overcome all their 
Wickedneſs: : 
That a few Days before ſhe went home 
to Mr. R ns, her Husband, which 
was in the Beginning of October laſt, ſaid 
Mr. C! ts came to her, and faid, He 
was ſurprized that Deponent would not 
go publickly to Church and marry Sir 
; Deponent told him, ſhe ne- 
ver would marry Sir — ay long as 
ſhe lived. He then told Deponenr, She 
muſt take what followed; by God, Sir 
W-— had indemnified him, and by 
his Soul and Body, he would ſwear any 
Thing to ſerve Sir V m; and asked, 
how ſhe could help herſelf and told De- 
ponent, ſhe had better make it her own 
Act, marrying Sir }/—-m, than run the 
Riſque of being expoſed to her F rien 
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and all the World. And Deponent then 
told him, Let the Conſequence be what 
ir would, ſhe never would marry Sir 
W-—m : 

That ſhe hath been informed, and be- 
lieves, that ſaid Sir ¶ m hath given out, 
that Deponent hath ſigned a marriage 
Contract or Agreement with Sir Km; 
but faith, If there is any ſuch Contract 
or Agreement—the ſame is ſaid Paper- 
writing, which Deponent was forced to 
ſign by ſuch means as aforeſaid, immedi- 
ately after Deponent came out of ſaid fir, 
occaſioned by drinking ſaid glaſs of Li- 
quor, as aforeſaid, which Deponent be- 
heves was Laudanum, or lome Preparati- 
on of Opium : 

Hath been informed, and believes, that 
ſaid Mr. Cl—ts hath made, or cauſed to 
be made, an Entry in the Regiſter-book 
of the Pariſh of C.- , that Deponent 
was married to Sir //——m on the 23d 
of September laſt ; and that ſuch Entr 
was not made until November laſt, al- 


though it purports to teſtify a marriage 


on the 23d of September preceding. 

And Deponent poſitively ſaith, That 
ſhe never did marry Sir V M=, 
nor take him to Husband, nor was the 
Ceremony of marriage, or any part there- 
of, ſolemnized or celebrated between him 
and Deponent, nor did Deponent ever 
contract or agree to marry him, 
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But what ſaid Mr. C-, Sir x, 
or any other Perſon in Conſpiracy with 
them, might do under the falſe Pretence 
of marriage, whilſt Deponent was ren- 
dercd inſenſible by drinking ſaid Glaſs of 
Liquor, as aforeſaid, Deponent knoweth 
not, nor can ſer forth : 

Hath been informed, and believes, that 
ſaid R——d , —9, commonly called 
Captain V. -, hath ſeveral times, ſince 
the 23d of September laſt, declared and 
given out, that he ſaw Deponent married 
to ſaid Sir J/——#m on laid 23d of Sep- 
tember, and that he himſelf gave her a- 
way. 


The Reader, I am of Opinion, is very 
glad to ſce the End of this famous Afda- 
vit of A--N THE WIFE of }J—N R— xs, 
Esq; —Copies of which, I am well in- 
formed, were induſtriouſly ſent to molt 
of the Counties in England “ The next 
read in Court was the long Affidavit of 
M—-y N—-rTT, the Lady's Chamber- 
maid ; which I will not tire my Reader 
by inſerting, ſince it only corroborazes and 
confirms every Article, where ſhe is men- 
tioned in the foregoing tedious, tautolo- 
gical Affidavit. 

The Third produced, was the copious 
Affidavit of R— p D—-y, the Lady's 


chief man · ſervant; which correſponds, 
in 
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in every Circumſtance, with the former 
Two; which the Reader, I doubt nor, 
will give Credit for but the Fourth, 
read in Court, mult not be omitted, 


Affidavit of IN R—xs, E; 


HAT in the month of June LasT, 
Hz, DEPONENT, was MARRIED 
To A— WH—y,—W 1bow, late Wife 
of F—u Wh——y, Eſq; deceaſed 
Which marriage Deponent agreed, at his 
Wife's requeſt to keep ſecret for the ſpace 
of twelve months then next following. 
That the fame was accordingly kept 
ſecret for ſome time, and Deponent per- 
mitted his Wife to reſide at her own 
Houſe at J/h y wood, in the County 
of S. =/, and to go by her Widows 
Name, in the fame manner as ſhe did be- 
fore her marriage with Deponent. 

That in the latter end of September laſt, 
Deponent had Occaſion to take a Jour- 
ney into Derbyſbire, where Deponent ſtay- 
ed for ten day, or thereabouts; and De- 
ponent returned to his Houſe at qt. -A 
the beginning of O#Fober lalt : that upon 
bis return, he found, to his great ſurprize, 
that a general Report was ſpread about 
the Neighbourhood, that Deponent's 
Wife (who was then called Mrs. Wh—y, 
Deponent's marriage with her nor being 
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publickly known) was married to Sir Wſwooning 
HW—m W/—y : That Deponent, being WW herſelf, r: 
much ſurpriſed at ſuch Report, ſent over Wher ill. 
to his Wife to know the reaſon thereof ¶ ſwear aw 
— That his Wife did then, by M —» MWHusran 
N—, her ſervant, and immediately af- Nas at th 
terwards in Perſon, acquaint Deponent Wother frat 
of the ill Treatment which ſhe had te- Wand appe 
ceived from Sir M , Mr. CI- ume out 
and his Wife; and of the Plot that had Hponent b 
been laid forcibly to marry Deponent's s atoreſai 
Wife to ſaid Sir W—m againſt her Wil Then v 
and Conſent, and afterwards charging her {Wits of 7. 
with being marricd to him ro ſuch WW—— ke, 
Purport and effect as is mentioned in De. — C— 
ponent's Wife's Affidavit, which Depo - MI ylor; C 
nent has heard read over and carefully - B— 
attended to. And the ſame correfponds Where was 
in all material Circumſtances to the Ace- C- .- 
count given by her to Deponent as — x } 
foreſaid : That Deponent Deng greatly be 29th or 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch Information, A nd D—7 
was determined, to prevent any furtheeclared te 
ill Treatment, to publiſh his marriage — were 


's with his ſaid Wife: Which DeponentWot marry 

A accordingly did, and ſoon after cauſed hen was n 
1 Wife to be brought home to him, wu f Seprembe, 
2 whom he hath ever ſince cohabited / Thu And ſo e 
Hf when his Wife came home to Deponent,W The frf 
it as aforeſaid, ſhe had not recovered her ile Accuſe; 
» Treatment which ſhe had received. ForFench,—Jx 
p Deponent ſaith That in a few minutes on, that t 
1 after the entered Deponent's Houſe, ſh 


fell 
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fell into violent Fits firſt fainting, or 
ſwooning away: and when ſhe came to 
herſelf, raving againſt thoſe who had uſed 
her ill crying out—Thoſe Rogues will 
wear away my Life !—Carry me to my 
Hossaxp, Mr. R—xs ! although ſhe 
„vas at that Time with Deponent ; and 
other frantic and diſordered Expreſſions 
and appeared to Deponent to be ſome 
time out of her Senſes, occaſioned as De- 
ponent believes, by ſuch ill Treatment 
s aforeſaid, | 

Then were read in Court the Affida- 
its of J7— H—k—z, Gent. W——r 
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mY |; tes, and J/—m A—ns, Yoemens 
e. C—+:, Barber; //—m D-—7, 
0- Miaylor; G—e Mon, Pariſh-Clerk; and |: 
If B—m $—1/; who all prove, that 9 


here was no Entry in the Regiſter- book 
f C-1-w-h Church of the marriage of Sir 
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. — 1 Wy and A- u —y, till 0 
atly de ꝛ9th or zoth of November; and A—ns 10 
em nd D—-r both affirm, that Mr. Cl—ts 1 


leclared to them, Sir and ſaid 
n were not married; and that he did 
ot marry them—and that ſaid declara- 
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d bien was made many days after the 23d 4 0 
wild! September laſt—Moſt of which is true 1 1 | 
Thu and fo ends the formidable Charge. | 
zent The firſt ſtroke that was given to N 
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ench,—Ir appeared plainly by the mo- 
on, that the intention was, to include 
every 


de Accuſers, came from the honourable f 
1 


* 
4 * 2 
CET —— - 
p . 


'S. 
* ＋ = — 
n Wee > 
2232 — 

— — — 


— = 
— p * 


84 The Widow of the Wood. 


every Perſon in the Information that was 
preſent at Sir n F/—y's marriage, in 
order to deprive him of all Aſſiſtance, 
But the worthy Judges, were pleaſed to 
order Lieutenant R—d E to be left 
out of the Information—This was giy- 
ing the Parties accuſed one Evidence— 
And after reading the ſeveral Affidavits 
of A the Wife of 7— R-, Eſq; 
Al—y N—tt, R—4 D—y, J—n H-—k—n, 
J Rs, Eſq; /—m B—kes, W—n 
C——þht, and H— D—x, It was or- 
dered, that till the firit day of next Term, 
be given to Sir Y/—m W—y, Baronet, 
2 Cl—ts, Clerk, and A- his Wife, 
to ſhew Cauſe why an Information, or 
Informations, ſhould not be granted 2. 
gainſt them for certain Treſpaſſes, Con. 
tempts, Conſpiracies, and Miſdemeanors, 
upon Notice of this Rule to be given to 
them reſpectively in the mean Time. 
Here is a ſcene opened of glorious mil. 
chief! Ruin is ſtrongly marked in every 
Line! Incendiary Plots have been fre: 
quently laid againſt Perſons of Worth and 
diftin&ion! But who were the Accuſen 
A ſet of low, poor Wretches, who, up- 
on Inquiry, were found to be infamous: 
But who are the AccusEns HERE ? 4 
Gentleman of Fortune! a Member d 
P——! a Lady of Family! of Fortune: 


and (what is ſtiſl more ſtrange) of an ux 
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Theſe are dangerous Incendiaries !. for 
it was not to be doubred from their E- 
ducation — their Fortune their natural 
Abilities—bur their Plan was well laid; 
and that they had provided and ſecur- 
ed ſufficient Wir NxESsSESs to ſupport the 
Charge! What then have the Parties ac- 
ſed to bring on their ſide, to defend 
themſelves againſt: ſuch formidable Ene- 
mes 2 Why—nothing—bur TruTH !— 
ſupported by their own FAIR CHARAC» 
TERS | And, indeed, in the worſt of 
dangers, there needs no other HELMET. 

On Thurſday the 24th of May laſt, by 
Appointment of the Judges, Council on 
Behalf of the Perſons complained againſt, 
ſnewed Cauſe why the Information mov- 
ed for ſhould not be granted; and for 
that Purpoſe produced the Affidavit of 
dir V. m W-——y; of which the 
following is the true Copy. 


Mdavit of Sir W—m W—y, Bart, 
ſayeth. 


HAT he, never entered into any 

Conſpiracy with the ſaid F——# 
Cl—ts, An his Wife, and R—d Mun, 
nor any Perſon, to force the late Mrs. 
My againſt her Conſent to ſolemnize 
a marriage with Deponent ; nor did he 
ever conſpire with any Perſon to charge 
her with being married to him, other 
than as herein after mentioned; but ſays, 
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he was, by her own free will and Con- Clock 
ſent, actually and lawfully married to De. © + h 

onent on the 23d day of September laſt, Coach. 
in the Pariſh-Church of CI—w—b in the Tha 
County of S. -d. SANE vilities 

That the Acquaintance and Intimacy Wh—y, 
between Deponent and fatd Mrs. Hb the Af 
did not begin, nor was it carried on, s and ex 
ſhe hath ſer forth in her Affidavit, but I uch C. 
in the manner following, viz. Deponent MW wich h. 


upon a return from a viſit, on the 6th of Gairk 
June laſt, was informed by his two Sons, Mrs. H 
(who were then at home for the //hitſun- of June 
Holidays) that Maſter: Nh, (two Sons the mo 
of Mrs. 'Wj——y's) with a-man-ſervant, over, h. 
had, in Deponent's Abſence, 'been a in the 
#/—y, and walked-in the Gardens there being a 
with Deponent's two Sons—At which WF ments f 
Deponent was ſurpriſed, as there wa nent, r. 
not then, nor had there been for ſome ternoon 
Time, any Intimacy between Deponent's — 
Family and ſaid Mrs. /h——y's; hut 1, 7- 
on the contrary, a great ſhyneſs— That pound ( 
Deponent's Sons informed him, they were WF and ſtay 
asked by Maſter Wha——ys to come to That 

their Houſe to drink Tea and play with Depone 
them, if Deponent would give them Bart.) a. 
leave, which he conſented to — And in to ne, 
the Evening, ſaid Mrs. 1.9 ſent a 1414.4 ; 

Servant with her Compliments to Dep ſent her 
nent, and to deſire that his Sons migbt well aft 
May Supper with her; to which DepoY had ney, 


”» 


nent alſo conſented ; and about Ten o 
oo 8 | of ; Clock 


. 


The Widow of the Hood. 8& 
Clock ſaid Mrs. Ji ſent them home 
with her eldeſt Son and his maid, in her 
t Coach. | 
1 That Deponent, reflecting on the Ci- 
vilities ſhewed to his Sons, by ſaid Mrs. 
J, waited on her the next day in 
ce Afternoon to acknowledge the ſame, 
and cxpreſſed himſelf obliged to her for 
ut ſuch Civilities, and ſtayed and drank Tea 
m with her: 
of Saith, he- doth- not remember ſeein 
Mrs. Mb again, until Sunday the 14t 
of June laſt, at C-I—w—b Church in 
ug the morning.; where, after ſervice was 
nt; over, he handed her into her Coach. And 
THY in che Afternoon, Deponent's Servant 
being at ſaid Church, brought Compli- 
MW ments. from ſaid Mrs, Wh—y to Depo- 
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nent, requeſting his Company that Af- 
me ternoon to drink Tea with Mr. and Mrs. 
ws: C—ynd; whereupon he waited upon ſaid 


Mrs. #/h——y at her Houſe, and there 
ur found ſaid Mr. and Mrs. C 
and ſtayed about two hours. 

That on Thur/day the 18th day of June, 
ith Deponent's Brother (Sir R—d -=, 
en Bart.) and his Lady came from London 
to Deponent's Houſe, in their Way to 


ynd, and 


SELB TENOR 


— 


* lreland; and that Afternoon Mrs. J/h—y 110 
pie ſent her Compliments, hoping they were fel 
gn well after their Journey, (although ſhe if 991 
po, bad never ſeen them) and came herſelf 5 400 
* H 2 the wil 
ock 41 
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the next day in the Afternoon to make 
them a Viſit: WE 

That Deponent, about the middle of 
Jul) laſt, being about to ſer out for Lon. 
don, waited on ſaid Mrs. Wh -y, to 
know it ſhe had any Commands there, 
when ſhe begged the Favour of him 
to bring her down a ſmall parcel in his 
 Cloak-bag, which Deponent did. 

That after Deponent's Return from 
London, he frequently vifited, and con- 
ſtantly received Cards with Invitations 
from laid Mrs. Nh; and, upon ſuch 
Viſits, was generally asked to ſtay Sup- 
per with her, which he always did, and 
{ſtayed moſt of the Evenings with her a- 
lonz—That ſhe, in the months of? Fuh 
and Avgu/} laſt, frequently dined and 
ſupped with Deponent, at his Houſe at 
I , — and particularly once when 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and ſeveral 
others, dined there, 

That on Friday the 5th of Auguſt, De- 
poneat and one Mr. A, (an intimate 
Friend of his) who was then. at Depo- 
nent's Houſe, viſited Mrs. //Vh—y at her 
Houſe, and there ſaw Mrs. E—4, the 
Wite of Mr. E 4, who deſired the 
ſaid Mrs. Why to fix a day to dine 
with her at her Houle at &=, which 
ſhe accordingly did; and Mrs. E——4 
asked Deponent and Mr. nr to dine 


here alſo, and Deponent and Mr, Y— 
went 


went! 
and ſo 
they { 
came 
her Cc 
which 

Th: 
ſaid M 
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they 
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went to S. in Deponent's Landauz 
and ſoon after Mrs. /h—y came; where 
they ſtayed till Eleven o'Clock, and then 
came back with ſaid Mrs. Wh——y, in 


her Coach, being about eleven miles, to 


which ſhe made no Objection. 


That after ſaid 7th of Auguſt, he and 


ſaid Mr. Vr met ſaid Mrs. Wh 


y at 


* 


Mr. Cl—:ss Houſe at C-1-w-h, where 
they drank Tea, played at Cards, and 
and ſayeth, that the 


ſupped together 
ſingular Behaviour and friendly freedom 
(as Deponent then underſtood it) of ſaid 
Mrs. AV 


they were alone, induced him to believe 
that his Addreſſes to her, by way of mar- 


riage, would not be diſagreeable, and that 


he might well hope for ſucceſs therein 
Therefore Deponent, in or about the 


middle of Auguſt laſt, waited on ſaid Mrs. 


I/h—y, and asked her Conſent to mar 

him, and was anſwered in the followed 
Words, as near as Deponent can remem- 
ber: Sir Ven, you can do much bet- 
ter for yourſelf. - But upon farther pur- 
ſuing his Addreſſes, and earneſtly deſir- 
ing ſuch marriage, ſhe did, at that meer- 


ing, conſent thereto, but enjoined De- 


ponent to fecrecy z and fome few _ 
t 


after, deſired that the Wedding mig 

be ſo managed, as to be kept ſecret, for 

ſome particular Reaſons ſhe had to her- 
H 3 ſelf 


towards Deponent, not 
only at their ſeveral meetings, but when 
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ſelf; and at the ſame Time asked Depo- 
nent, if he thought Mr. and Mrs. t, 
might be truſted in the ſecret, for that 
the Wedding could not be performed 
without their Knowledge and Aſſiſtance, 
to which Deponent anſwered in the Af- 
firmative, and preſſed to know her rea- 
ſons for keeping the ſame ſecret; (al- 
ledging they were both independent per- 
ſons)——T'o which ſhe replied, that if 
her Brother N——y was to know any 
thing of ir—he would be down Poſt in 
Eighteen or twenty Hours, and would 
certainly prevent it; and that the - 
Family, at —y-w—d, would alſo be 
againſt it. 

That Deponent then, and at other 
times, endeavoured all in his power to 
diſſuade her from having ſaid marriage 
performed in ſecret ; and propoſed, that 
be ſhould write to her Brother N, 
and acquaint him of Deponent's Addrel- 
ſes—To which ſhe conſented—And De- 
ponent did then dictate a Letter for that 
Purpoſe, to the Purport and Effect fol 
lowing—vzz. © That Sir V —m I-, 
4 a neighbouring Gentleman, had made 
« Propoſals of Marriage to her; that 
« the had no Objection to him, or his 
« Propoſals. — They both were very a- 
ce greeable. But that ſhe would not pro- 
e ceed in an Affair of ſuch Importance 
- « without previouſly acquainting him 
| & with 
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« with it Therefore hoped for his Con- 
« ſent and Approbation.“ Upon which, 
ſhe asked Deponent, if he would run the 
Riſque of her Brother's Anſwer, and be 
determined by it. To which Deponent 
anſwered, He would not, as ſhe had al- 
ready promiſed to marry him: 

That in a Day or twoafterwards, De- 
ponent asked Mrs. Jh y, if ſhe had 
wrote to her Brother—She told him, the 
had—and had ſent the Letter tothe Poſt- 
houſe at Great-H-y-w d—Bur Deponent 
believes, by Reaſon of ſome Inquiries 
lately made, ſuch Letter was not ſent to 
ſaid Mr. N—y. | 

That Deponent continucd afrerwards 
almoſt daily to viſit ſaid Mrs. Wh ——y 
in the moſt public manner—and it was 
public and notorious through the whole 
Neighbourhood, that a treaty of Marri- 
age was on Foot between them. 

That during the time of his making 
his Addreſſes to ſaid Mrs. , JF—a 
Rs, Eſq; either re ſided at St. , 
about five or fix miles from Deponent's 
Houle, and about four or five miles from 
ſaid Mrs. F/h 5s, or at B—d—j— 
ſituate pretty much as near to Deponent's 
Houſe as faid Mrs. h s, and hath 
been informed, and believes, that Mr. 
R ns, from the middle of Fuly to the 
12th of October laſt, was never many miles 
diſtance from thoſe Places, nor aboye two 
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or three Days, if any, out of the County 
of St—f—d——And believes, that Mr, 
R——1s was frequently informed, and 
fully apprized of Deponent's making his 
Addreſſes to ſaid Mrs. /þh——y before 
Deponent's Marriage with her—And that 
Mr. R— -s was told, by ſeveral Perſons, 
in the Month of September laſt, that it was 
reported and generally believed, that ſaid 
Mrs. J/hþ——y was actually married to 
Deponent—And yet Deponent had never 
the leaſt Intimation, either from Mr, 
Rus or any other Perſon, that aid 
Mr. R——z5 was married to ſaid Mrs, 
Wh——y, tillhe was informed thercofby 
Mr. H—k—4 on the 2otlr of OFober laſt, 
as after-mentioned. 

That not being able to prevail on Mrs. 
Hh ——y to be married in public, he, at 
her Requeſt, conſented to be married in 

rivate: | 

That ſaid Mr. Y——r being made pri 
vy to ſaid intended marriage, and a Con- 
fidant therein, as well by ſaid Mrs Fh— 
as Deponent, about the 19th of Auguſt lat 
became bound with Deponent in the uſu- 
al Bond preparatory to marriage by Li- 
cence; and ſaid Licence was filled up, 
and the ſame were executed at ſaid Mr. 
C ties Houſe, in the Preſence and 
with the Conſent of ſaid Mrs FI——y, 
and when ſhe was in her perfect Senſe 
and Underſtanding: | 
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That ſaid Mr. Y—r (at Deponent's 
Deſire) on or about the 17th or 18th of 
Auguſt laſt, waited on ſaid Mrs. Mh, 
in order to fix with her the Day of mar- 
riage; afid ſaid Mr. Vr, on his Return, 
informed Deponent—thart ſhe had fixed 
the ſame for Tue/day the 25th Day of Au- 
guſt laſt, being the firſt Day of Litchfield 
Races, and had alledged that as her 
Servants were to be there the marriage 
might the better be kept ſecret. 

Saith, That the Day of marriage being 
ſxed as aforeſaid, Deponent did give Mr. 
Pra Paper-writing, which Deponent 
had prepared, and deſired him to tranſ- 
cribe and take it to her to be executed be- 
fore the Marriage; which W riting pur- 
ported to bea Releaſe of Dower, which 
the might claim upon Deponent's Eſtate, 
in caſe of his Death before hers. Which 
Paper-writing Mr. r was to carry 
to her to ſign; but was prevented by a 
meſſage from her—deſiring to ſee Depo- 
nent, who waited on her accordingly— 
and produced the faid Paper- writing; 
which, after ſhe had read and peruſed, 
ihe ſeemed to diſlike, and ſaid, that ſhe 
would conſider of it; on which Account, 
the Day of marriage, which was fixed 
tor the zeth of Auguſt, was Poſtponed; 
and this Deponent then declared, that he 
could not marry her on any other Terms 


than that ofrelinquiſhing Dower as afore- 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, as it might greatly prejudice Depo- 
nent's Children. 

That having been informed, by three 
credible Perſons, that KR- D-——=y, the 
chief Man-fervant to Mrs. Wh y had 
ſpoke diſreſpe&fully of her, Deponent 
ſent for him, and on or about the 21ſt of 
Auguſt examined him as to the truth of 
what he had ſaid, in order, as much asin 
him Jay, to ſtop any further Reports. 
When it appearing to Deponent, that 
faid D y had actually ſpoke the words 
with which he was charged, and which 
very much reflected on his Miſtreſs; 
Deponent reprimanded him for the ſame, 
bur apprehended; that what ſaid D——» 
had ſaid, was ſpoke more out of Deſign 
to prejudice Deponent in his Opinion of 

his Miſtreſs, and to prevent Deponent's 

Marriage, than from any Foundation of 
Truth For, that in caſe of Deponent's 
Marriage with her, ſaid D——y would 
probably loſe his Service——That the 
Words fo charged to be ſpoken by ſaid 
D——y were—That He (ſaid D——y) 
could, or would bring his ſaid Miſtreſs on her 
Knees for her former Sins, or to that Ef- 
feet; and it appearing to Deponent, that 
D——y had ſpoken thoſe Words, De- 
ponent propoſed to him to ſign a Paper, 
acknowledging his Crime, and to ask his 
Lady's Pardon, in order to clear her Cha- 
racter, which began to be aſperſed by 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon of ſaid Words: And ſaid Mr. 
— (who was then preſent) having 
crawn up a Paper for that Purpoſe, the 
ſaid R D——y then freely ſigned 
the ſame; which Paper is in the Words 
following VIZ. 


HEREAS 1 R——dD-—y, Li- 

very Servant to Mrs A—n Why, 
Widow, of Why Wood, in the County 
of St-—f—d, do hereby declare, in the Pre- 
ts, Curate of 
the Pariſh of C-l-w-h, in ſaid County, and 
B—n V—r, of the City of Dublin, Gent. 
That I have ſpoke ſome baſe and injurious Ex- 
preſſions of my Lady, the ſaid Mrs, Wh—y, 
before ſome of Sir W—m W —y's Servants 


at W—y-hall: Now 1 do hereby declare, 


that my ſaid Expreſſions, then and there ut- 
tered, were falſe and ſcandalous, and that 1 
know nothing bad or criminal ever done or 
tranſacted by ſaid Lady— And do hereby moſt 
bumbly ast ber Pardon for the ſaid injurious 
Expreſſions. Witneſs my Hand the 21 ff 
Day of Auguſt, 1752. 
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That ſome time after ſaid — 


had ſigned ſaid Paper, Deponent being at 
Mrs. /h——y's Houſe, ſhe appeared ve- 
ry uneaſy, and exclaimed vehemently a- 

ainſt ſuch Examination of her Servant, 
alledging, that from the Words ſaid to 
be thus ſpoken, it might be ſuppoſed ſhe 
had been guilty of ſome enormous Crime, 
derogatory to her honour, or to that effect. 
Whereupon Deponent told her, that to 
convince her that he had no diſreputable 
thoughts of her, he would, upon the Terms 
propoſed, marry her the next Day pub- 
lickly. 

Saith, Thar afterwards, in the Month 
of Auguſt, but on what Day particularly 
cannot remember, but believes it might 
be about the 26th of Augufi—ſaid Mr. 
Cs came to Deponent in the After- 
noon, and told him ſaid Mrs. J/h——y 
was at his Houſe, and deſired to ſpeak to 
Deponent; and Deponent went with ſaid 
Mr. ts to his Houſe, and there found 
ſaid Mrs. //h——y in the Parlour, fit- 
ting on a Couch—And Deponent fitting 
down by her, ſhe began to talk about her 
Servant's being examined, imagining it 
might give Deponent an ill Opinion of 
her, and then began to cry, reſting her 
Head on Deponent's Breaſt; and Depo- 
nent was very much concerned at her un- 
eaſineſs, and ſaid every Thing in his pow- 
er to prevent her crying—— That he did 

not 
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Effect, 
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Words—And to convince her of the truth 


thereof, propoſed to marry her the next 


Day, or when ſhe pleaſed. Soon after- 


wards the ceaſed crying, and ſeemingly | 


fainted away. Upon which Deponent 


deſired Mr. C!/—ts ro bring her fome 
Hartſhorn, which was ſoon brought, and 
held to her Noſe, Deponent then called 


for a Glaſs of Water, and put ſome Hart- 
ſhorn therein, and gave it her to drink; 
which ſhe drank accordingly That ſoon 
after ſaid Fainting-Fit, ſhe ſeemed to fall 


into an Hyſteric-Fit, and continued there- 


in three Quarters of an Hour, or therea- 
bouts— That during all the time ſhe was 
in thoſe Fits, Deponent had his Arm un- 
der her head—that ſhe, the ſaid Mrs. 
Wh , often cried out, and ſaid 
That V 
Match And then further ſaid, Iwill ne- 
ver injure Sir or his Children 
—And ſeveral times cried out, and re- 
peated thoſe Words—** Mr. Cl——75, 
where's Sir /——m? I love him—Send 
for him—Pray Mr. Cl ts, fend for 
him””—and many more words to the like 
Effect, though Deponent was then and 
there ſitting by her, as aforeſaid; and 
Deponent then asked Mrs. C, If 
the thought Mrs. h y knew what 
ſhe ſaid, alledging, he never knew, or 
heard, a Perſon ſpeak ſo rationally in a 
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not think any ill of her on account of ſaid 


r had done this to break the 
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Fit before; and believes, that when Mrs. 
1 y was ſeemingly recovered from 


ſaid Fit, he and ſaid Mr. C/——-s, and 


his Wife, were ſtanding by her; but ig 

oſitive that ſaid Mr. C.. had no Book 
in his. Hand at that time, or any time that 
Evening or Night, in Sight of Deponent; 
and. ſays, That ſoon after laid Mrs. h- 
was recovered, ſhe drank tea, played at 
Cards, ſupped, and ſpent the Evening at 
ſaid Mr. C. 's, and ſcemed perfectly 
well; was very merry and, about Ele- 
ven o' Clock, voluntarily took Deponent 
home with her in her Coach, and, by the 
Way, ſeemed well pleaſed with his Com- 
pany, and was very familiar. — That De- 
20nent handed her from her Coach into 
the Parlour, and left her in good Health, 
and was afterwarcs, aſter ſtaying a few 
minutes with her, (it being late} carried 
home in her Coach And ſays, that he 
has, to the beſt of his Knowledge, Re- 
membrance, and Belicf, above related the 
whole of what happened at Mr. C.—5's 
Houſe, on the Day Mrs. //h——y was 
in the Fit, as aforeſaid, relating to her 
and Deponent; and that the Account 
given thereof by Mrs. 9 in her 
Affidavit, is abſolutely falſe. 

Denies that, when ſaid Mrs. 1/h-—y 
recovered from her Fits, or at any time 
that Day, to the Knowledge or Belief of 

Deponent 
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Deponent, ſaid Mr. Cs did charge 
faid Mrs. Vn - with being married 
to Deponent—Nor did he hear any Con- 
verſation of that Sort; nor doth believe, 
that any ſuch Converſation paſſed; nor 
did Deponent ever charge, inſinuate, or 
pretend, that faid Mrs. h was e- 
ver married to him on the Day the was 
in ſuch Fit, as aforeſaid, or at any Time 
tl fatd 23d of September : 

Denies that any Paper-writing was 
ever {19ned/by ſaid Mrs. J/b-——y, or 
tendered to her, of any ſuch Purport as 
ter forth in her Afrdavie—And that ſhe 
ever vomited that day, when the appear- 
ed in ſuch a Fit, to the Knowledge or 
Belief of Deponent; or that ſhe ever, that 
day, or any time after, in the Hearing 
of Deponent, declared, or pretended, 
that any Wine, orother Liquor, given 
her by Mrs. C ts, had cauſed ſuch 
Fir, or given her any ſort of Illneſs: 

Says, That from the Day Mrs. Z/h—y 
had ſuch Fit, as aforeſaid, Deponent al- 
moſt daily continued his Viſits and Ad- 
dreſſes to ſaid Mrs. ., and ſhe ſtill 
freely conſented to marry him: 

That on Saturday the 29TH Day o 
Augusr—ſaid Mr. Vir left Deponent 
Houſe, and went for Jreland, having be 
fore wrotea Letter to ſaid Mrs. 
without Deponent's Knowledge or Pr 
vity; a Copy whercof he left with P. 
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ponent ſealed up, defiring Deponent to 
read it after he was gone; which Depo- 
nent did, and found the Subject of it was 
to compliment Mrs. }/4þ——y on her ap- 
proaching marriage, and to expoſtulate 
with her concerning her ſigning the ſaid 
Relcaſe of Dower, telling her, that De- 
ponent ought to make a Proviſion there- 
out for any Clildren he might have by 
her; and as ſhe had an affluent Fortune 
already for Lite, which would revert at 
her Death to her Children by the late 
Mr. -i, ſhe ought not, in Preju- 
dice to Deponent's Children, or any Chil- 
dren he might have by her, to inſiſt on 
Dower; and telling ber, that the Rela- 
tions of Deponent's Family could not 
viſit her on any terms, as the would have 
it in her Power to injure the Children of 
Deponent's Family in ſo ſevere a man— 
ner: 

That in the Afternoon of ſaid zvth of 
Auguſt, Deponent received from laid Mrs, 
JFh——y the following Letter, all wrote 
by her own Hand, (is.) | 
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AM olliged to go out this Afternoon, but 

ball return Home between Seven and 
Eight o' Clock: If you are not engaged at that 
Time, I ſhall be extremely glad to ſee you. [ 


was this Morning favoured mith a Letter from 
Mr. V——r; 1 am only ſorry that he 
ſhould judge ſo thardly of one, who, in 
ſpite of him, and all the World, will ever be 
a fincere well wiſher to yourſelf and Family. 


I am, 
S [7 R, 
Your Moſt Obliged, 
Saturday, | 


4 0 Clock. Humble Servant, 
A— VV H—y, 


That in the Evening of ſaid diy, De- 
ponent waited on Mrs. J/h——y at her 
Houſe, and from thence, till the 23d day 
ot September, viſited heralmolt every day, 
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either at her own houſe, or at Mr. 's, 
and alſo diſcourſed with her about the 
Application of her Jointure, ſhe inſiſt- 
ing that Deponent ought not to receive 
the Whole for his own Uſe, when, ar 
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laſt, it was agreed, that Deponent ſhould 
receive only 3001, a Year of her former 
Jointure of 4001. a Year; and that the 
Reſidue thereof, together with 160. a 
Year, which ſhe was otherwile intitled 
to, and in Poſſeſſion of, ſhe ſhould have 
to her ſeparate Uſe; and that Deponent 
ſhould provide for any Children he might 
have by her, in the ſame manner as for 
his preſent younger Children; and a Pa- 


per-writing was accordingly prepared 


for that purpoſe, by Deponent and Mr, 
Cl ts, with her Conſent. 

Says, That ſaid Mrs. J/h——y very 
frequently told Deponent, that ſhe wiſh- 
ed ſhe did bur love herſelf half fo well as 
ſhe loved him; that from the time of his 
firſt making his Addreſſes to her, ſhe ne- 
ver gave him any Denial: 

That on or about the zothor 21ſt days 
of September laſt, Deponent and his Ne- 
phew, Lieut. R dW——y, were in- 
vited by ſaid Mr. i to come to his 
Houſe, play at Cards, and ſpend the E- 
vening, which they accordingly did, 
where they found Mrs. /h—y, ſtayed 
late and, juſt before parting, Mrs, 
IWh——y asked Deponent, his Nephew, 
and Mr. and Mrs. ts to come to her 
Houſe the Saturday following, being the 
23d of September laſt, to drink Tea, and 
tpcnd the Evening. 
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Says, That on that day, ſoon after 
Deponent had dined, Mr. Cl—ts came 
to Deponent's Houſe, ſeemingly in a 
'reat Hurry, telling Deponent and his 
Nephew, that Mrs. 1h69 had dined 
that day at his Houſe, and had ſent him 
for Deponent and his Nephew to come 
directly, and that ſomething had happen- 
ed to prevent the meeting at ſaid Mrs. 
41% —) 's that afternoon; and accord- 
ingly Dcponent and his Nephew follow- 
ed Mr. ts home; and as ſoon as De- 
ponent came into the Houſe, Mus. Cl—ts 
met him, and told him, Mrs. 17 —5 
had a mind to be marricd to him thar at- 
ternoon: Upon which Deponent replied, 
It was ſhort Warning — However, he 
would then be married with all his heart; 
and C ts then told Deponent, that 
Mrs. Vn would then execute the 
Releaſe of Dower; and ſoon afterwards 
Deponent and his Nephew, after takin 
a little Walk out, went into the Churc 
at C—I—w—b, at the door- place, front- 
ing the Street, and then ſaw the ſaid Mrs. 
I h——y, Mr. and Mrs. Cr in the 
Church: | 

That on ſame day, previous to faid 
marriage, the reſpective Writings, pre- 
pared and agreed on as aforeſaid, were 
duly executed by Deponent and ſaid Mrs. 
Wh——y in CG—|—w—b Church,—and 
particularly the ſame writing which Mrs, 
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104 The Widow of the Wood. 
Hh——y ſome time before had refuſed to 


exccute—and the ſame were witneſſed b 
Lieut. /——y and the ſaid Mr. Cl, 
—After which, ſaid Mr. CI 7s began 
to perform the Marriage-Ceremony, and 
Deponent not having a Ring, ſaid Mrs, 
F}h—y officiouſly and voluntarily took a 
Ring from her — and gave it to 
Deponent to uſe, at the proper Part of the 
Ceremony And Deponent did accord- 
ingly place the Ring on ſaid Mrs. y- 
Finger, in the uſual manner, and Lieut, 
z gave her away to Deponent in 
marriage; and Deponent was then duly 
married to Mrs. }hk—y in -.- 
Church, by ſaid Mr. G 7s, between 
the Hours of Five and Six o' Clock inthe 
Afternoon, according to the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of Exgland. 
Says, That after the Ceremony waz 
over, Deponent and his wife (as he then 
took her to be)ſaid Mr. s and his 
Wife, and Licut. ), all returned 
to Mr. C —s's Houſe, and all drank 
Wine, and the uſual Ceremonies of with- 
ing Joy paſſed; and Lieut. * y then 
drank Mrs. J/h——y's Health, by the 
Name of Lady W—y, which the accepted, 
and afterwards drank Tea—Bur before 
they ſat down ro Cards, Mrs. J/h——y 
inſiſted on Hr. Cl ts's /avearing on the 
Bible, not to diſcover the marriage till 


Deponent and ſhe ſhould come to Church 
again 


again t 

and D 
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again to be married publickly, or till ſhe 
and Deponent ſhould publickly declare 
the ſame From which Reſolution De- 
ponent endeavoured to diſſuade her, urg- 
ing, that Mr. Cl 
man, had already given his Word and 
Honour to keep the marriage ſecret; not- 
withſtanding which, ſhe inſiſted on Mr. Cl-ts's 
fetching a Bible, and ſwearing thereon, to 
keep ſecret /aid Marriage; which Oath 
Mr. Cl—ts accordingly took. That the ſaid 
Company, together with Mr. - and 
M—1 Cl 
into the Room) ſat down to Cards, ſtayed 
Supper, ſpent the Evening chearfully, till 
Eleven o' Clock at Night, and then the 
ſaid Mrs, Wh-—y took Deponent and his 
Nephew in her Coach over //—y Bridge, 
where the Roads to their ſeveral Houles 
parted; when Deponent and his Nephew 
got out of the Coach, and Deponent ſaid 
to her, 'This is an unprecedented Thing, 
tor a Bride and Bridegroom to part on the 
Wedding-Night! But Deponent ſays, 
That though they parted that Night, /aid 
Marriage between Deponent and ſaid Mrs. 
Why was afterwards, by ber free-will 
and Conſent, duly conſummated by her and 
Deponent, who, after faid marriage, were 
often together alone, both at Deponent's 
Houſe, and alſo in ſaid Mrs. Wh——y's 
Bed-chamber, at her Houle at J/h——y- 
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by her; which Deponent, after making 
ſome Alterations, as to the Form, return. 
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os The. Widow of the Wood. 


That before ſaid ſettlement or Paper. 
writing, as executed by Deponent, was 
reduced into the Form. it now is, he re. 
ceived from the ſaid Mr. Ca Draught 
thereof, which ſaid C told Depo- 
nent, he had wrote, by the deſire of Mrs, 
y, and that the ſame was dictated 


ed back to the ſaid C :,; and ſaith, that 
the Paper-writing, ſo execured by De- 
ponent, previous to faid marriage, is in 
the Words, and to the Effect following, 


VIZ. 


Articles of Agreement made and concluded on 


the 23d Day of September, 1757, 4s 
follows : 


HEREAS a Marriage is intended i 
be ſolemnized between Sir W m 


VV 
St-f-d, Baronet, of the one Part, and A — 
Why, widow and Relict of —n W h—y, 
of W h—y-wood, in the /aid County, Ei 
deceaſed, of the other Part —Now it is hereby 
agreed and conſented to, on the Part of ſaid 
W—m W=—y, that as ſoon as the ſaid it: 
tended Marriage takes Effect, that he, in Con- 


fideration of the annual Sum of Tree Hun- 
dred Pounds to he paid him by the ſaid A— 


W h—y, clear of all Deductions whatſoever, 
hy half-yearly Payments—the ſirſt hs 
0 


y, of W—y, in the County of } 


7 


of One H. 
and to be 
from the d 
W—y dc 
Pretence * 
of the reſt 
Annuity, 

actual Po 
the whole, 
ber own U 
ſhree Bus 
Sir W —1 
and not oth 
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joal [ ba PPE 
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I Childre 
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have ſer 
ear above 
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from the date hereof : That the ſaid Sir Wm 
W—y does bereby quit all Right, Claim, or 


t Pretence whatſoever, to all and eVery Part 
-le reſt of ber Jointure, Rent-charge, or 
s. N Annuity, which the ſaid A — is now in the 
d actual Poſſeſſion of; and that ſhe ſhall receive 


the whole, and every Part thereof, entirely ta 
n- ber own U/e, provided the [aid annual Sum of 


at Nee Hundred Pounds is duly paid tothe ſaid © 


e- Wir W —m W—y bythe ſaid A W h—y, 
in Nad not otherwiſe Aud he the ſaid Sir W —m 
vo MW y does alſo promiſe and agree to make 
the ſame Proviſion for, and give the ſame 
Portion to any Child, or Children, which he 
happen ſo have by the ſaid & - Why, 
a; W's is made, or he ſhall give to any younger Child, 
Children which he had by his former Wife, 
Dame A— W ———y. in IF itneſs whereof 
a bade ſet my Hand and Seal the Day and 
-m , above written. 


1 WMA W —x. (L. S.) 


liencd, ſealed and delivered in the Preſence 
f us 0 
Rd W—y, 

n Cl-:s. 


W hich 
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if One Hundred and Fifty Pounds to begin 
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108 The Widow of the Wood. 


W hich ſaid Paper-writing was wrote on 
a Six-penny Stamp, and, after the Ex- 
ecution thereof, delivered to ſaid Mrs, 
HWh——y, who hath the ſame now in her 
Cuſtody and Power, as Deponent be. 
lieves, unleſs ſhe hath deſtroyed the 
ſame: | 

Saith, That the Paper-writing, fo 
ſigned by ſaid Mrs Fh——, previous to 
ſaid marriage, is now in Deponent's Cuſ- 
tody or Power, wrote on a Six-penny 
Stamp, and inthe words following, (viz.) 


Articles of Agreement made and concluded on 
this Twenty. ſecond Day of September, in ' 
the Year of our Lord 1752, between Sir Aj 
W m W——y, of y, in 
the County of St—f—d, Bart. of the on: 
Part, and A— Wh—y, Widow and Re- 
litt of I—n Why, Eq; of Wh-y 
wood, in the ſaid County, and Pariſh of 
C—l—w—h, deceaſed, on the other Part. 


HEREAS a Marriage is intended oned p 
be had and ſolemnized between the the 220 
aid Sir W mW y and tbeſau then to 
A Wh y, It is hereby agreed an ous tot 
conſented to, on the Part of the ſaid \—— Aigen 
Wh y, that in caſe ſhe ſhall happen i Werd 
Survive the ſaid Sir W m W——y,a inſtead 
become his Widow, that then ſhe conſents an alterthi 
agrees to be ſatisfied and contented with be: Reafon 
preſent tember i 


The Widow of the Wood. 
reſent Nointure, Dower, or Thirds, thus 
on, and payable out bf the” Eftate ah Land; 
of the ſaid J——n WH iy, ber late Hu- 
land; and ſball, nor will, mt lay any Ti- 
ile, Right, or Claim to any Jointure, Dowey, 
7 7 birds, from, or out of the Eſtate, or Bf. 
fates, Lands or T, enements F the ſaid Sir 
W——m W. But dbes, for berſelf, 


765 


for ever quit Claim 1% and diſcharge the Yaid 


Ease Eftares; Lands and Tenemenis, frum 
any Payment, Sum or Sums of Money to her 
bat ſbe ber. In Witneſs whereof I have ſet 
my Hand and Seal the FIN and; Tear above 
n | 


21621205 M Wa- RY S.) 
Signed, feated an delivered i ia the Preſence 


F, 
Nd W.. 
„n r 


Dips girb, The id lat menti- 
oned Paper-writing was originally dited 


the 224 Day of Auguft, as it was intended 


then to have bee executed; but previ- 
ous to the Execution thetebf, the Word 
Auguſt was eraſed by De bonent. and the 
Word September Mente = Deponent 
inſtead thereof: But Depoflent did nat 
alter the day of the month, Welte was the 
Reafon of EY: dated the 22d of Sep- 
ande, mſtexd of che 23d, the day it was 


executed, 
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110 The Widow of the Wood, 


executed. And Deponent ſaith, his ſaid 
Nephew is.a Witneſs to the Execution of 
ſaid Paper-writing z and that he did not 
come into St. Aſbire on his ſaid Viſit 
to Deponent, till the Week in which 
Deponent was married as aforeſaid, and 
did not ſtay with Deponent above nine 
Days in the  whole—and, for a Year or 
two before that time, his ſaid Nephew 
had not ſeen ſaid Mrs. Wh——— 1}, as De- 
ponent believes; for which it is very ma- 
nifeſt, that ſaid Writing, ſo executed by 
ſaid Mrs. //þ——y, was not executed in 
the Month of Auguſt, as ſet forth in her 
Affidavit, and that all her Pretenſions 
and Allegations, concerning the ſame, are 

merely fictitious: 
Saith, That ſaid Mrs. Z/h——y never 
executed any other Paper- writing to De- 
ponent, nor was any other Writing be- 
tween her and Deponent, or in any man- 
ner concerning them, ever offered or ten- 
dered to her, to ſign, to the Knowledge or 
Belief of Deponent, than ſaid Paper-writ» 
ing, ſo executed by her, and witneſlcd 
by ſaid Lieut. W-——y, as aforeſaid; 
Saith, That ſoon after ſaid Marriage, 
ſaid Mrs. Hh—y requeſted Deponent to 
part with his Houſe in Lendon, ſaying, 
She did not care to go there, but rather 
choſe to live altogether in rhe Country; 
and that when. both their Incomes were 
added together, there would be a Saving 
| or 


for you 
have at 
Depon 
there f 
ever. h 
Counti 
ed, tha 
Spring 
Depon 
knew e 
or ſuſpe 
Saith 
of the 
Mrs. J 
Mrs. C 
other 
Houſe; 
ſaid late 
then ſe⸗ 
nent's 
Compai 
for two 
WWh—_ 
ponent, 
other C 
there, 
Depone 
Houſe e 
per wit 
then de 
ſor a fe 
remoye 


CD bus ws OF Of. Py, was 


The Widow of the Wood. 111 
for younger Children, in caſe they ſhould 
have any: And further faid, That as he, 
Deponent, liked London, he might go 
there for two or three Months, when- 
ever he pleaſed, and leave her in the 
Country—To which Deponent an{wer- 
ed, that he would take her there the next 
Spring, and afterwards he would do as 
ſhe pleaſed : And ſays; That ſne then told 
Deponent, that her Maid, M—y N-7t, 
knew of her's and Deponent's Marriage, 
or ſuſpected it: 3 3 1 | 

Saith, that on Tueſday the 26th Day 
of the aforeſaid month of September, ſaid 
Mrs. Wh ——y, together with Mr. and 


Mrs, .,, and Lieut. //——y, and 


other Company, dined at Deponent's 
Houſe; and, without Ceremony, ſhe, 
ſaid late Mrs. F/h——y, as Lady H—y 
then ſeated herſelf at the Head of Depo 
nent's Table; and though the reſt of the 
Company, after Dinner, went out to walk 
for two Hours, and upwards, ſhe, Mrs, 
Ilh——y, choſe rather to ſtay with De- 
ponent, which ſhe accordingly did, no 


other Company but themſelvexSeing left 


there. And on the next Day afterwards, 
Deponent went, in the Afternoon, to the 
Houſe of Mrs. Ah-9, and ſtayed Sup- 
per with her;—and ſaid Mrs. Hh——y 
then deſired Deponent to go from home 
tor a few Days or a Week, in order to 
remoye any Suſpicion of their marriage, 
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112 The Widow of the Mood. 


which Deponent conſented to; and ſaith, 


That about Eleven o'Clock at Night, 
when Deponent was preparing to return 
Home, ſhe, ſaid Mrs. Vb, fell into 
Tears, and, lcaning her Head on Depo- 
nent's Neck, continued crying for ſome 
Time; at which Deponent was much 
concerned, imagining her Uneaſineſs + 
role on his going from Home. Depanent 
ſaid, he had no Buſineſs out, and would 
ſtay; to which faid Mrs. 1h). 9 re- 
plied, Vou muſt go; I will make myſelf 
as caſy as I can till your Return. And 
accordingly Deponent ſet. out the next 
Day, and returned on the Sunday morn> 
ing following, being the iſt of October, 
and ſoon. after his Arrival ſent a Card to 
the late Mrs. #h——y, to acquaint her 
with his Return, and that he would ſee her 
in the Afternoon-—And then coming to 
the Houſe of ſaid Mrs. h. , in the 
Afternoon, found her in Bed, with Part 
of her Clo:ths..on, ſeemingly. very ill, 
which he was very much ſurpriſed at, as 
he had but a few. Days before left her in 
perfect Malth; and Deponent then ask - 
ed her the Cauſe of her Illneſs, and ſhe 
anſwered, that ſhe had got a ſore Throat, 
a violent Cough, and Pain in her Side 


and ſhe then, and at other times, often 


ſaid. ro Deponent, that they muſt go to 


 C+1-w-b Church, and be re-married pubs 


lickly. 
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Says, That on or about the th or 6th 


of the aforefaid month of Ofober—ſhe, 
ſaid Mrs. Ah, deſired Deponent to go 
to her late Husband's Mother, Brother 
and Siſter, at H-y-w-d, and conſult with 
them, if the, ſaid Mrs. ), might 
not have the Guardianſhip of her Sons by 
her former Husband; for that ne appre- 
hended ſhe could not have the ſame by 
the Will of her late Husband; and if they 
refuſed their Conſent thereto, to deſire 
that Deponent ſhould have the Care of 
her and faid Children.—And Deponent 
went to {/—y-w—d accordingly, and had 
a very farisfaQtory Anſwer from ſaid Mrs. 
Wh——y, the Mother, and Mr. E-—4 
Wh———y the Brother-in Law of . i 
Mrs. Wh——y: 

Saith, That on Thurſduy the 12th of 
ORober laſt, ſaid late Mrs 1 ſent 
a Card ro him, Deponent, by her Servant 
R——d D | 
m the morning, deſiring to fee Deponent 
n the Evening—And Deponent, reading, 
the Card, told the Servant, (as the truth 
was) that he was jult going tò ask the 
Lady how the did, and accordingly De- 
ponent went to ſee her; and meeting with 
M—y NM—tt, her ſervant, at the door, ask- 
ed her how her Lady did, and was anſwer- 
ed, that ſhe was very comical. Upon which 
Deponent asked faid M—y N—4t: what 
ſhe meant by ſaying her Miſtreſs was co- 
| K 3 mical 


y, about Eleven o' Clock 
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114 The Midi of the Hood, 


mical—and faid;M-=y N tt replied— 
Really, Sir, 1 think ſbe is very comical! and 
then told Deponent, that her ſaid Miftreſ; 
had got up Dafore Eleven o'Clock, and 
dreſſed herfclf—and that fhe had bur lit 
tle Sleep in the Night, and ſhe found her- 
ſelf faint and fatigued with dreſſing, and 
was laid down on the bed And Depo- 
nent being informed, that ſhe was a- 
wake, went up into the faid Mrs. TH- 
Room, and there found her in, or lying 
on the Bed, quite dreffed, with only a 
Quilt over her; and the then complained 
with being taken ill, and taint with drel- 
fing herſelf, and of having had little or 
no Sleep in the Night; and then defired 
Deponent to ſhut the Window-Shutters. 
and draw the curtains, for that ſhe believed 
ſne could get ſome Sleep; which Depo- 
nent did and ſhe then deſired to ſee De- 
ponent in the Evening, upon which De- 
ponent went away. 

And on the ſame 12th of Odcber, in the 
Evening, Mr. J——#n H—k—», an At- 
torney at St.-, ſent a meſſage to De- 
ponent from the Houle of Mr. 7—— 
5, at 9 Bridge, that if he, 
Deponentg was not engaged, he, ſaid 


 H—k—3, would wait upon Deponent, 


having ſomething to ſay to him; to which 
Meſſage Depanent anſwered, that he 
ſhould preſently come that way, (it be- 
ing in the Road to Mrs, Hb, whe 
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ther he then ſoon intended to go) and 
would call upon him; which Deponent 
accordingly did And faid Mr. H—k—1 
then rold Deponent, tha: he was come 
on a very diſagrecable Subject, which 
was, to let Deponent know that he, ſaid 
Mr. H—k—2, had, that Afternoon, carri- 
ed Mrs. R-—»s, meaning the late Mrs. 
Wh——y, to her Husband, Mr. R—s, 
at $!/—f—d;—and further ſaid, that they 
meaning the ſaid Mrs. X ns and ſaid 
late Mrs. y) had been married a 
long Time, and had Jam together at 
B-d- -t, and at her ſaid late Mrs. {h—y's 
Houſe, and alfo at faid Mr. R ns's 
Houſe at S. —-4.— And alſo faid to 
Deponent, that her 1llneſs (meaning ſaid 
Mrs. Wh——y's) was all feigned; and 
that he, ſaid ——k—»s, by what he had 
heard, and was told, thought faid Mrs. 
Wh-—y had been then Lady ; 
—and that he, faid Z—&t—z, was ſent 
by Mr. X to bring his Wife home: 

Says, He was greatly ſurpriſed at whar 
ſaid Mr. . related to nent; 
for, till that Time, Deponent had nor 
the leaſt Knowledge, Intimation, or be- 
lief, that faid Mrs. h.— was married 
to ſaid 7 R—o—xz;, as before ſet 
forth; and expreſſed ſueh Surpriſe to ſaid 
7.— Fmt —1;—and Deponent did 
then inſiſt to know directly when, and 


where, and by whom, ſaid R——m and 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ny were married - And did 
alſo defire to ſpeak ro the Lady —-— To 
which ſaid H—k—z anſwered, that he 
would deliver Deponent's meſſage that 
Night to ſaid Mr. R 1s, and brin 
his Aoſwer the next morning—And ſays, 
ſaid Mr. H—k—x, the next morning, 
being the ve of October laſt, came to 


Deponent's Houſc, and there acquainted 


him, that faid Mr. X — xs had ſent ſaid 


H- - to let Deponent know, that he 
ſaid R us, and Mrs. A Y, were 
married in June, then, and now, laſt paſt, 
at Cie Church, near S:. /, by the 
Rev. Mr. C—e.— W hereupon Deponent 
told faid Mr. H—&#—», that. Deponent 
did then decline defiring to ſpeak to the 
Lady, or to that Effect; and told him, 
that he needed not to ſay any more—and 
ſent his, Deponent's Compliments to Mr. 
R——1s and the Lady—which was all 
that happened between Deponent and 
ſaid —k—z, to the beſt. of Deponent's 
Remembrance and Belief; Deponent, 
upon ſuch Information of a prior marri- 
age between {aid Rs and Mrs. TWh, 
not thinking it proper to diſcover ſaid 

marriage between her and Deponent. 
Says, That from the firſt of October, 
beforementioned, ſaid Mrs. H/h-——y 
continued, whenever Deponent. viſited 
her, ſeemingly very ill; complaining of 
a ſore Throat, a Cough, and EO 
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her Side, until the aforeſaid 12th Day 
of October, when ſhe was carried to $7-f-4 
as aforeſaid. But Deponent fays, that 
beſides the few Days he went from home, 
at faid Mrs. s defire, there was 
ſcarce a Day but that he, Deponenr, vi- 
fired her; yet never ſaw any Phyſician, 
or Apothecary, or Surgeon, to bleed her, 
though ſhe was often requeſted by De- 
ponent to conſent thereto: But ſhe al» 
ways made Anſwer to him, that ſhe had 


often been in that Way before, and had 


taken no Medicine and that her Com- 
plaint would go off, and to that effect: 
Denies, That any ſuch Converſation 
aſſed berwixr ſaid Mrs. . and 
* on the morning after ſaid 26rh 
of Auguſt laſt, or at any other Time af. 
terwards, relating to the Liquor pretend · 
ed to be drank, or the Paper - writing; 
pretended to be ſigned by faid Mes Whey, 
ar faid C- tes Houſe, on the ſaid 26th 
of Auguſt, or the marriage pretended ro 
be then and there had between ſaid Mrs. 
IVh——y' and Deponent—or the Book 
pretended to be then produced, asis moſt 
falſely and untruly charged in and by the 
Affi davits of ſaid late Mrs. Wh 
R——g 5— 9, and M—y N—t, or 
to any ſuch Purport and Effect as is charg- 
ed and expreſſed in faid Affidavits: But 
on the contrary, Deponent ſays, that ſaid 
late Mrs, H/h-—y, on the morning af- 
ter 
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ter ſhe had been in ſuch; Fit, at My, 
Cl——3ss, as aforeſaid; when Deponent 
went to wait on her, appeared to Deponent 
in perfect Health, and good Spirits, and 
received Deponent with great Guvility 
and Reſpect. | A. 

Alſo denies, Fhat any ſuch Converſa- 
tion or Diſcourſe paſſed between ſaid late 
Mrs. My and Deponenva few Days, 
or at any Time before, or after the 23d 
of September, about Deponent's meeting 
with Diſcouragement from ſaid Mrs. 
Hh——y, or defiſting from making any 
further Addreſſes to her, or about his 
3 to leave i, as is moſt falſe- 
y and untruly charged in her Affidavit; 
or any Converſation, or Diſcourſe, to that 
or the like Purport and effect; or which 
had any the leaſt Tendency thereto, But, 
on the contrary, Deponent fays, The 
faid, Mrs. #b——y, at all Times he was 
in her Company, and in all Converſations 
he had with her, relating to their intend- 
ed marriage, after he had propoſed him- 
felf to her as aforeſaid, previous to their 
ſaid marriage, on ſaid 23d of September, 


expreſſed great Regard and affection for 


Deponent : | 
Further ſays, That on next Day, being 
Sunday, the 24th of September, he, Depo- 
nent, after morning Service was over at 
C—I—w—+þ Church, went, to ſaid Mrs. 
ij inthe Church-yard, and handed 
her to her Coach; and after Evening- 
Service 
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Service was over, on ſame Day, and not 
before, {aid Mrs. #þ——y told Depo- 
nent, that her Servant, M—y'N its 
either knew of her, ſaid Mrs. H/h—y's and 
Deponent's marriage, or ſuſpected it, or 
to that Effect; and ſeemed uneaſy at ſaid: 
marriage being  publickly talked of, — 
But Deponent denies, that any ſuch Con- 
verſation or Diſcourſe paſſed between ſaid 
Mrs. Hh——y and Deponent, either in 
the Church-yard at C—I—w—b, or at 
the Houſe of ſaid Mrs. .-, onfſaid 
24th or zyth Days of September, relating 
to the Report of ſaid marriage and the 
Inquiry and Examinations made about 
the ſame, as is falſely charged in ſaid Mrs. 
is Affidavit. 21 ne 

Denies, That any ſuch Converſation or 
Diſcourſe paſſed between ſaid Mrs. N- 
and Deponent, on the 26th of September 
laſt, or on any other Day, about indem- 
nifying ſaid Mr, 7s about ſwear- 
ing to the marriage, or about forcing her 
to be publickly married; or to goto 
live with Deponent or about any Rude - 
neſs, or ill Treatment, which ſaid Mr. 
ts had ſhewed to her; or about ſend- 
ing for her Brother, Mr. N———, as 
is falſely and untruly charged in the Affi- 
davits of faid Mrs. h- and M—yN—tt, 
or to any ſuch Purport and Effect —or 
that Deponent ever, heard of any ſuch 


Diſcourle or Converſation, till he read 


and 
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to The Widow of the Wood. 
and heard the fame from the ſaid A ffida- 


vits; nor did Deponent ever threaten her 


or uſe ſuch Perſuaſions to induce her to 
marry Deponent, as mentioned in her 
Affidavit; or threaten her in any man- 
ner whatſoever; or tell her, that he 
would * his Coach and take her 
away by force, or to any ſuch Ef- 
3 did 8 ere ever 
ask Deponent for any Paper figned by 
her, l Knowledge And! Belief x 
Dopogent:--— + +77 5 50 57 
Saith, He bath, according to the beſt 
of his Knowledge, Remembrance, and 
Belief, fer forth à full and true Account 
of all the Tranfactions between Deponent 
and ſaid late Mrs. h —); and faith, 
that ſo much of the Account given by 
her in her ſaid Aﬀidavit of ſaid Tranſacti- 
ons, as is contrary to, and not conſiſ- 
tent with the Relation thereof, as above 
wen by Deponent, is entirely falſe and 
jtidus: e een n e 
Saith, That fince ſaid Mrs 57 
hath thought proper to cohabit with faid 
J R—#5, Deponent hath often defir- 
ed and requeſted to have a proper Affi- 
davit from Mr. C—e (who, tis ſaid, mar- 
ried ſaid 7—» 'R—xs) of the Time and 
mamer of the Marriage of ſaid F——# 


R——»s with faid Mrs. Mhzy, in Jum 


laſt, or prior to the Time of Deponent's 
Marriage z but Deponent could never per 
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ſuch Affidavit, or any manner of Satisfacti- 
on of the Privity of ſaid F——» R—x5's 
marriage—By which means, Deponent 
knows not whether his ſaid marriage be 
valid or not, or whether he is a married 
Man or a ſingle Man: But from the In- 
quiries Deponeat hath made from the be- 
haviour of ſaid 7 — R——5s and ſaid 
late Mrs. 1p); during the whole 
Time of this Deponent's Courtſhip, and 
even ſince his marriage, and from the 
many Declarations of ſaid 7 R—nxs 
and ſaid late Mrs. 5. ——5, which 
Deponent, upon Occaſion, is ready to 
prove; and from a Variety of other Facts 
and Circumſtances, Deponent hath great 
Reaſon to believe, that ſaid J—n R—ns 
was not married to ſaid Mrs. W h—y fill the 
12th of October laſt; and therefore Depo- 
nent is very much afraid that ſaid late 
Mrs. W/h——y is Deponent's Wife. 


Affidavits of J—-N CI. — rs, Clerk, and 
A—N bis Wife; ſworn 24 April, 1773. 


“% For the Sake of my Reader, I ſhall 
« take the Liberty to omit in the Affi- 
„ davits of theſe two worthy Perſons 
* ſuch Paſſages as correſpond with, an- 
* and corroborate the Facts in the fore» 
going copious Affidavit of Sir }/-—m 
=, which the Law requires; and 
c only 
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“ only inſert the following material Ab. 
„ ſtracts, (ws )” 


Deponent, F—» CI — , faith, That 
a Day or two before the ziſt of Auguſt 
laſt, Mr. V— (who was then upon a 
Viſit at Sir //——m's) told Deponent, 
that Sir /———# wanted to ſpeak with 
him: Upon which Deponent went to 
i hall, where Sir V m told 
him, He had ſent for Deponent to con- 
ſult him, as a Clergyman, and a Gentle- 
man, about this marriage; and that Mrs, 
Wh——y had conſented to marry him on 
Tueſday then next, (25 Auguſt) and asked 
Deponent, if he had a Licence; and this 
Deponent anſwered, "That he had blank 
Licences by him. Sir V then in- 
joined him to Secrecy, alledging, that 
Mrs. V- Ai deſired it-might be kept 


: ſecret: 


That he break faſted with Mrs. NH-, 
at her own Houſe, the next morning 
and, aſter breakfaſt, Deponent, at her 
Requeſt, walked with her in the Garden; 
and ſhe then told Deponent, that ſhe ſup- 
poſed Sir /——m had appriſed him of 
their Deſign of being married; and ſaid; 
that ſhe conſented ro marry him on Tue, 
day then next—and then pointed towards 
Deponent's Houſe, which is about half 
a mile diſtant, and adjoining. to C. a- 
Church-yard; and ſhe then _— in 
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what manner the marriage could be had 
with the greateſt Secrecy—and ſaid, that 
ſhe could go in at the Chancel Door, and 
not be ſcen by her Servants from her Houſe 
—Bur, to prevent all Suſpicion, 'the 
thought it would be moſt adviſeable for 
her togo into the Church through a pri- 
vate Door, which Sir V m has to 


go into his Pew, in one of Deponent's 


Wite's Gowns ;—and injoined Deponent 
tothe greateſt Secrecy; and then told 
Deponent, ſhe intended to lee Mrs. Cs 
that Afrernoon : | 

That about Four o'Clock that After- 
noon Mrs. I came to Deponent's 
Houſe on Foot, alone, ſaying, that ſhe 
walked our of Choice; for, as ſhe in- 
tended walking to Deponent's Houle on 
Tue/day following, to be married, ſhe did 
it then to avoid the Suſpicion of her Ser- 
vants—and that ſhe could contrive to ſend 
ſome of them out of the way—and that 
ſne would ſend Richard (meaning R 4 
D——y) to Litchfield Races: That a- 
bout Five o' Clock, Sir /-—m and Mr. 
Vr came, and, after ſome time, Mr. 
Er took Deponent aſide, and asked him 
to get a Bond and Licence ready for the 
marriage of Sir N= and Mrs V-, 
that they might be filled up whilſt they 
were together: ; « 


That on Sunday the 23d of Auguſt laſt, 


Deponents, by Invitation, dined at Mrs. 
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Wh——y's, and, after Dinner, ſhe took 
them, together with Mr. N——lls, of 
S., in her Coach, to C — 
Church, and brought Deponents back a+ 
gain to her Houſe, and Sir -m came 
there about Seven o' Clock in the Evens» 
ing, and offered a Paper for Mrs. A= 
to ſign, purporting a Renunciation of 
Dower from Sir —m's Eſtate; which 
Paper Deponent had been before appriſed 
of by Sir /——m, and had before ac- 
quainted Mrs. h) thereof—That 
Mrs. -= looked upon the Paper, 


and put it betwixt her Gown and her ſtays, 


and told Sir V n, ſhe would conſider 
of it but ſoon after wards Mrs. V ——y 
ſpoke. to Deponent, 7— Cl-—75, in 
relation to ſaid Paper, and complathing 
of it as an ungenerous Act, ſaid, She was 
ſurc Sir /—m would never have thought 
of ſuch a Thing, if that Vr had not 
put it in his Head; and added, that Sir 
ji. —m and ſhe underſtood one another's 
minds very well -and that he was to be 
intitled to her Jointure, and ſhe to the 
Thirds of his Eſtate: and that there was 
no Occaſion for any Writing betwixt 
them And ſhe then refuſed, as Depo- 
nent believes, to ſign ſaid Paper; upon 
which the marriage, which was to be the 
Tueſday following, was poſtponed. 
The ſaid F n Cl ts fairh, That 
from the Intimacy he had with Mrs. 
Wh—y, 
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Wh——y, he took the Liberty ſoon after 
to expoſtulate with her about her intend- 
ed marriage, and deſired her to conſider 
the Diſproportion in Years bet wixt her 
and Sir V. m z—and deſired her to 
conſult her Brother N——+y on the occa- 
ſion; to which ſhe anſwered, © You 
« know, Mr. Cl ts, that we are en- 
« tirely independant He has pleaſed 
„ himſelf—and I ſee no Reaſon why I 
may not do the ſame.” —And ſhe then 
asked this Deponent what (was he in her 
Caſe) he would do- Fo which Deponent 
anſwered, He would net adviſe her to ſign 
the Paper—and at the {ame Time added, 
He thought ſhe might obtain better terms. 
Saith, That ſome Day between the zoth 
and 27th of Auguſt laſt (the fame day that 
D——y was examined at Sir Jf——m's) 
Mrs. //h—y came to Deponent's Houſe, 
and ſaid, There had been fine Work art 
Ny ball that morning; and inquired of 
Deponent what had happened that morn- 
ing at Sir N ms, in regard to the 
Examination of her Servant D—y;—and 
laid to Deponents, This is V —r's Doings, 
who is an Enemy to me, and will do every 
thing ia his Power to brea* the Match. 
And Deponent, F——» Ut, then told 
her, that he had been at Sir W/—x's that 
morning, and that her Servant, R —4 
D—y, had been charged with dropping 
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upon her Conduct and being much im. whe 
- by her to tell her the Particu. IW — 
ars—Deponent did inform her, as he othe 
believes the Truth to be, That ſaid D—y carr 
had reported, to Sir /——m's Servants own 
that his miſtreſs muſt take Care of him ſron 
—for he could bring her on her Knees Dep 
for her former Sins, or Crimes—and that her 
Sir M being informed thereof, had depe 
ſent for and examined D-, and his ſer- grea 
vants, before whom the Words were that 


ſpoken - But D—y denied ſpeaking them per 
— Thar Mrs. y ſeemed much at- yet t 
fected and uneaſy at the Report, and Sir 1 
W. mis Examination into the ſame— wer 
Upon which Deponent told her, that he 

believed Sir /—— did not credit any 
ſuch idle Report, but that he {till re- 
tained a great Affection for her—or to that 
Effect: \ 

That after the Time of the Fir, and 
after the Time when Mrs. Wh pre- 
tends by her Affidavit ſhe was ſo ill treated 
by Deponents, and had Laudanum given 
her—and a forced 71 intruded upon 
her, ſhe continued her Viſits very fre. 
quently to Deponents at their Houſe, and 
received Deponents at her Houſe in that 
free and eaſy manner as heretofore — And, 
particularly, Deponents, on the zoth of 
Auguſt laſt, after Evening · Service, went 
by deſire of Mrs. Wh——y, with her, in 
her Coach, on a Viſit to Mr. 1 
f | Where 
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where they found Lord Ch—ynrd, Sir 
IW——r B—t, Sir WV ——m W——y, and 
other Company—and from : thence the 
carried Deponents in her Coach to her 
own Houſe—and as they were returnin 
ſrom Mr. A—/—»'s, Mrs. Wh——y tol 
Deponent, F—# C-, in the Coach, that 
her Children were, in a great meafure, 
dependant upon her—T hat the Eftate was 
greatly incumbered with three ſointures; 
that there was indeed an Allowance of 90 / 
per Annum tor her Childrens maintenance, 
yet ſhe had never received a Farthing of 
it Upon which Depone t told her, theſe 
were ſtrong Reaſons why ſhe ſhould re- 
ſerve Part of her Jointure for the ſake of 
her Children—Deponent being willing 
to take that Opportunity to ſhew his re- 
gard to the late Mr. Wh—y's memory; 
with which Obſervation ſhe ſeemed well 
pleaſed, and intreated Deponent to make 
a Repreſentation thereof to Sir VH. 
Deponent, F—n CI—1, ſays, That Sir 
W——, coming that Evening to Mrs. 
IWh——j's Houſe, he took the Liberty 
to acquaint him, inthe Preſenceand hear- 
ing of Mrs. Wh—y, with the Converſa- 
tion that had ſo happened between them, 
in the Coach—And Depenent ſaid to Sir 
nm, that he hoped he would conſider 
of it, and make better Terms for Mrs. 
Wh—y, than what had been already pro- 
poſed—To which Sir Wm * 
that 
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that he would take the matter into Con 
ſideration—Afrer which, Deponent (by 
Reaſon of the Alteration in the Stile) did 
not ſee Mrs. V ——yrtill the 16th, 17th, 
or 18th of September; when ſhe told De- 
ponent, that ſome buſy impertinent Fel- 
low had informed her Brother, N.,, of 
Sir /— 's Courtſhip to her—and that 
ina [ etter, he had expreſicd himſelf, 
that he had rather follow her to her grave, 
than that ſhe ſhouid be married to Sir 
m, or to that Effect Upon which 
Deponent ſaid to he H hat if her Friends 
were ſo averſe to it, ſhe had better let 
the matter drop To which ſhe replied, 
NI hall either run diſtradted or die, if 1 
have him not! and added, that if Depo- 
nent would marry them privately in a 
Room in his Houſe, and ſwear to keep 
It ſecret, ſhe would, firit and laſt, make 
it as good as Five hundred Pounds to him 
and, to induce him thereto, ſhe declar- 
ed ſhe was married to her former Husband 
in a Room; and promiſed Deponent, that 
ſhe would engage Sir //——m to give 
him a Bond of Indemnity, if Deponent 
would marry them as ſhe required. To 
which Deponent gave a Denial, and told 
her, that he would never be concerned 
in any ſuch Thing, without a proper Au- 
thority: _ 

That from the 17th or 18th of Septem- 


ber to the 23d, he believes, he was with 
| Sir 


marri: 
was ſe 
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Bot 
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came 
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Sir W——x and Mrs. Wh——y, every 
Day, at one of their Houſes, by their de- 
fire, endeavouring to ſettle the Agree- 
ment betwixt them, previous to their 
marriage; and ſays, that an Agreement 
was ſettled between Sir -m and Mrs. 
Wy y before the 23d of September. 

Both Deponentsſay, That on Saturday 
the 23d of September laſt, Mrs. W——y 
came to Deponent's Houſe before dinner, 
which they were ſurpriſed at, as ſhe had 
before engaged Deponents to ſpend that 
Evening at her Houſe with Sir 
and Lieut. -=); and, as an Excuſe 
for her coming, ſhe told Deponents, that 
having received a — that morning 
from Mr Ch ynd, of B—0n, that he 
intended that Afternoon to drink Tea 
with her—Anſwered, that ſhe. was en- 
gaged; and therefore came out of the 
way to avoid Mr. Cya, ſaying, 
ſhe did not care that he ſhould: ſee Sir 
nat her Houſe. 

Deponent, M—y C, ſays, That 
ſoon after dinner, on ſaid 23d of September, 
Mrs. #h——y asked Deponent to take 
a Walk in the Garden; which Deponent 
did—and Mrs. Vn -i being ina croſs 
Walk oppoſite to her own Houſe, ſaid 
to Deponent—l have been looking about 
my Houſe, and ſee no Body ſtirring —I 
have ſent R——d4 (D——z}) to „ 
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l have obſerved no Body ſtirring in the 
Street, or about your Houſe— Now is 
the Time to be married -I don't know 
when T ſhil} have the like Opportunity 
—or to that Effect and then deſired 
Deponent to {end to ask Sir and 
his Nephew to come thither. 
Deponent, M—y Cl—ts, then went 
and deſired her Husband to go to Sit 
IV —— to inform him of Mrs. . —9 5 
being there, and to deſire his Company. 
Deponent, 7— Cl ts, Agreea- 
ble to ſuch Requeſt, went to Sir . 
and engaged him and his Nephew to come 
to Deponent's Houſe and, upon Depo- 


nent's Return, Mrs. 1/2——y asked Des» 


ponent, If he had tranſcribed, fair, the 
Articles betwixt Sir Vn and her: T0 
which this Deponent anſwered, He had; 
and gave her the Paper thus tranſcribed, 
upon ſtamps, which was the ſame Paper 
that was executed as after mentioned 
and which ſhe read over ſeveral times, 
and ſaid, It was in every Reſpect agreea- 
ble—bur denies, that ſhe asked him for 
any other Paper that day: And ſoon at- 
ter Sir. /—m and his Nephew came to 


| Deponent's Houſe, and in a ſhort time 


afterwards Sir asked Deponent, 
in the Freſence of Mrs. h-), ro mar- 
ry him to her—which Deponent ſcrupled 10 
do but they both preſſed this nan 
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then to marry them; and exgag-d themſelves, 


in three Weeks or @ Month's time, come to 
C—l—w—h Church, and be re-married, in 


nent to marry them: 
| Says, ThatDeponent, F—1 Cl——ts, 


after Sir and Mrs. l y had 
8 executed to each other the marriage- 
f Agreements between them, as hereafter 
S mentioned, then, in the Afternoon of 
; 


ſaid 23d of September, between Five and 
Six O'Clock, in C—-{—w—þ Church, 
married Sir /——m and Mrs. hz, 
according to the Forms and Ceremonies 
+ of the Church of. England; and that Mrs. 
_ I 3, during the whole Ceremony, 
— ſpoke diſtinctly, and with an audible 
Voice—anJ neither Sir / nor 
3 Deponent being provided. with a Ring 


„ che took a Ring from off her own fin- 
ger and gave it to Sir V to put on 
7 Bl again, and faid. R——4 7 y gave 
„ber in marriage to Sir m, in the 
"* WB ufuval manner. 

* Deponent, J— Cl—ts, ſays, That as 
ws ſoon as the Ceremony was over, dir - 
A and Nrs  Hh—y preſſed and engaged Depoe- 


| nent to make no entry of their Marriage in 
the Pariſh Regiſter, until after their intended 
Ke-marriage was over, Nevertheleſs De- 
ponent entered, at the Foot of the Licence, 

immediately 


on their Me ds and Honours, that they . 


a publick Manner, which induced Depo- 
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immediately after the ſaid marriage, thus: 
+ Mem. Sir /——m /——y and Mrs, 
Hh——y, the Parties within mentioned, 
were married, by me, on Saturday the 


23d September, 1752. 


J. Ct—Ts, 
Both Deponents ſay, That Mrs. }/h—y 


and Sir 1njoined Deponents, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, to keep ſecret 
the Marriage—Sir W——mn ſaying, He 
was not prepared with Cloaths ſuitable 
tothe Occaſion; and Mrs. . then 
ſaying, That ſhe would have Sir Mu 
gain the Conſent of Mrs. Wh —— 1, her 
ate Husband's mother, for fear ſhe thould 
loſe her Guardianſhip of her Children, 
which would break her Heart: And Mrs. 
h 9 then ſaid, That ſhe would write, 
by the next Poſt, to her Brother, and 

radually open Sir V—m's Intention of 

is Addreſſes, before the owned the mar- 
riage, and believed ſhe ſhould ſoften him, 
and bring him to an Approbation of it, 
notwithſtanding, by his Letter to her 
ſome Time before, he had expreſſed great 
Diſlike to it And ſay, That all the Per- 
ſons preſent at the marriage, beſides the 
Perſons married, were Deponents and 


RA W—y: 


Denies 
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Denies, That he or Sir (to 
his Knowledge) ever uſed any Threats to 
induce her to be married, or re-married, 
or upon any other Occaſion or that 
Deponent ever intruded himſelf into her 
Company without her Conſent; or that 
he was ever guilty, to his Knowledge, 
of any Indecency, Rudeneſs, or Incivili- 
ty to her; and, more particularly, hede- 
nies, that he ever went into her Bed-cham- 
ber and made ſuch Attempt to drag her 
out of Bed, and to force her to be re- 
married—or that there wasany ſuch con- 
verſation or Expreſſions between them, 
upon that or any ſuch- He Occaſion, as 
ſworn in the Affidavits of Mrs. Ah. —, 
D-———y, and N—tt:;—Nor does Depo- 
nent know any Circumſtance in his Be- 
haviour that could give tie leaſt Pretence 


for ſuch an Aſſertion: | E 


Denies, That Mrs. F/h——y ever ask- 
ed him, orany other Perſon, (to his know- 
ledge) for any Paper- writin g, preended 
to be ſigned by her the zcth of Auguſt; 
there being no ſuch Paper- writing ſigned 
by, or attempted to be procured from 
her, on the 26th of Auguſt, or any other 
Day, to the Knowledge of Deponent— 
but ſays, That in-C—1—w—b Church, 
on the 23d of September, immediately be- 
fore the marriage of Sir /——y and Mrs. 
Wh-—y, they each of them executed a 
ſeparate Paper-writing, containing the 
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ſubſtance of ſaid Agreement between 
them; both which wereatteſted by Lieut. 
H—y and Deponent; and Mrs. Wh-—y 
then gave the Paper, ſigned by Sir m 


(being the ſame which Deponent had ſo 


copied on ſtamps and delivered to Mrs, 
Ih „as aforeſaid) to Deponent, to 
keep for her—And faith, That about three 
or four Days before the 12th of Oftober 
laſt ſhe ſent for Deponent, and deſired him 
to bring the ſaid Paper to her; which he did, 
and delivered the ſame into her own Hands : 

Saith, That as he had ſuch Aſſurances 
from Sir / and Mrs. Wh 55 
that they would come to Church to be 
publickly re- married, he did not enter 
the marriage in the Regiſter till the roth. 
of November, when — directed 
G——e , — , the Pariſh Clerk, to 
enter the ſame; {ſuch Entries being uſu- 
ally made by the Clerk) and it does appear, 
from . the Regiſter, that the Child of 


FJe-—h P-—ce, who was baptized on the 


zyth of September, is entered before ſaid 


marriage; and that the Entry of ſaid bap- 


tiſm was made without the Knowledge 
of Deponent, by the Pariſh Clerk, who 
was not preſent at the marriage—and ad- 
mits, that he certified a Copy of ſuch 


Entyy . of the marriage, on or about the 
-16rh. of December laſt, for E—-d Hub-, 
Eſq; as mentioned in B—tkes's Affidavit. 


Both 
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Both Deponents ſay, That Mr. H--&--n, 
on the 12th of October laſt, came to De- 
ponent's Houſe, and ſearched the Regiſ- 
ter for the Burial of 4—m J-, and took 
a Copy of the Entry thereof but never 

erended that he came to ſearch for the 
marriage of Mrs. Ah); and believes 
he ſearched rhe regiſter from October 1251, 
to 25th of September laſt—and found fuck 
Entfy of the Baptiſm of F#——-5 P ces 
as mentioned in his Affidavit, and no En- 
try then of the marriage of Sir 2 
and Mrs. A ; that having Occaſi- 
on to leave the Room, found, upon his 
Return, H copying the Entry of 
the Baptiſm of 7 55 — ce: 

That after ſuch Search, ſaid —t—y + 
told Deponent F——1 Cl——::5, That he 
had heard at E—le—1!, that Mrs. Wh-—y 
was married to Sir . at Eleven 
o'Clock at Night, by Candle-light, by 
Deponent, and that {—k—# had contra- 
dicted ſuch Report, and vindicated De- 
ponent; upon which Deponent told him, 
that he was obliged to him for fo doing, 
for that ſuch Report was falſe, or to that 
Effect At which H—k—# ſaid, he was 
glad to hear it, on Deponent's Account; 
and would vindicate him in all Compa- 
nies; and that he was ſoon to dine at the 
Biſhop's, and would ſatisfy his Lordſhip 
and immediately wrote down to this 

M 2 Purpoſe 
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130 The Witow of the Wood. 
Purpoſe—Thts is to ſatisfy whom it may con- 


cern, that I did not marryto Sir W——m, 


Bart. to Mrs. A—n Wh y, Widow— 
AND TENDERED SAID PAPER To De- 
PONENT ro $1G6N! Which Deponent re- 
tuſed, though HAN 1nTREATED 
HIM so To Do. And /{—k—13 being ask- 
ed by Deponent, to ſtay Dinner, ſaid, 
He was to dine at Sir B—g—tf's, 
bur, inſtcad of going thither, went imme- 
diately to W- Woop, and carried 
the late Mrs. Wh y, on Horſeback, 
behind him, to Mr. R—ns's, at St—f—d, 

Deponent F—»# Cs, ſays, That 
being under ſuch Engagements as afore- 
ſaid, to keep the marriage ſecret, he ad- 
mits he did inform Mr. H- - and o- 
ther Perſons, that he had not married Sir 
V m and Mrs. Wh „but what 
particular Words or Expreſſions he uſed, 
does not remember; bur ſays, If he made 
uſe of any particular Proteſtations or Al- 
ſeverations, they were in regard to the 
Circumltances, which were untruly re- 
lated by ſaid H—k—2, of the marriage 
_ performed at Eleven o'Clock at 
Night, by Candle-lighr. 

Both Deponents admit, That, in or- 
der to avoid further Reports and Inqui- 
ries about the marriage, they did inform 

r. H— -, that they went into the 
Church to take a Copy of the Inſcription 
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of Sir ns Family monument; or 
amuſe him with ſome ſuch ſtory, to ſuch 
Effect. But, at that Time, they were 
in Expectation that Sir and Mrs. 
Wh 
married in a ſhort time, and conſidered 
H—k—nasasking thoſe Queſtions merely 
to gratify his Curioſity, and not with a 
Deſign of inſnaring Deponents, and turn- 
ing their Anſwers in a Criminal Accuſa- 
tion—the ſaid H— t- not giving the 
leaſt Hint that Mrs. //h——y was mar- 
ried to Mr. R 


Thing. 


DEponent, M—y Ct, faith, that ſhe-- 


did not tell Mrs. My, on the 23d of 


September laſt, that ſhe expected the Miſs - 


as, or uſed any Arguments with 
her to make her ſtay, nor had ſſte any ſuch 
Converſation with her, about Sir V- 
and Mr. Rus; nor did ſhe ever tell her, 
that ſhe might marry Sir n firſt, and 
Mr. Rs afterwards as charged in her 
Affidavit but ſays, that a few days aſter 
D——}'s Examination, Mrs. ., 
talking about the Report made by him, 
told Deponent, that People in that Part 
of the World were very buſy in raiſing 
ſtories—that they had reported the was 
going to be married to Mr. R—ns; but 
he would do Mr. zs the Jultice to 


M 3 ſay, 


y would have been publickly re- 


15, nor had Deponent 
the leaſt Foundation to ſuſpect any ſuch 
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ſay, He never was the Man that asked 


her the Queſtion, and that ſhe would 
ſwear it: | 
Says, 'That after the marriage of Sir 
m, the late Mrs. #/h—y ſhewed the 
greateſt Fondneſs and Regard for him— 
and, particularly ſhe remembers, that on 
the Tue/dayafter the Wedding, when they 
were at Dinner, the took the Head of 
Sir /—m's Table, and acted as his Lady, 
and, after ſupper, took a Walk with Sir 
lx out of the Parlour into his Dining 
Room—and Deponent being defirous to 
go home, went into the Dining-Room 
to take Leave, and there found Lady 
I/-—y as Deponent then took the late 
Mrs. L hij to be) leaning on Sir }/—m's 
Boſom, with her Arm about his Neck. 
That ſome thort time afterwards, the 
late Mrs. //hþ—-y told Deponent, M—y 
Cl—-t5, in her Bedchamber, at her own 
Houſe, when ſhe was repreſented as be- 
ing ſick, that Mr. C—yund, of B—on, had 
called twice to ſee her, and ſhe had de- 
nied herſelf, as ſhe had before done to 
other Company; and that ſhe was forced 
to ſay, ſhe had a fore Throat, and a bad 
Cough and then capped her Hand on 
her fide, and declared, that her IIIneſs 
was all counterfeit; for that ſhe would 
ſee no body but thoſe who were agreea- 
ble to her; and at another Time told De- 
ponent 
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ponent, that ſhe had given Sir # ——m 
3001. a Year of her Jointure that ſhe 


ſhewed ſhe loved him, and that he was. 


welcome to ir—and ſhe would endeavour 
to live upon the Remainder—bur would 
not go to W Y. 


Affidavit of B—n V—r, Gent. ſworn the 
20th of April, 1753 


From which I ſhall only give the Reader 
ſome neceſſary Abſtracts, as molt part 
of this Gentleman's Affidavit is fully 
recited in the foregoing Narrative. 
SS 6 CO SS 0D % &@ eos 


a 0 6. 0-0 6 a a © 49 ES 


This Deponent faith, That after the 
th of Augu/t, there were frequent meſſa- 
ges and Viſitings between Mrs. J/h-—y 
and Sir W——a MH „ who often 
met together at Mr. Clo=—_—_ fs, where 
they ſpent ſeveral Evenings; Deponent 
being alſo preſent: And from the ſingu- 
lar Behaviour of Mrs. Z/þ—y towards Sir 
m, twas the Opinion of Deponent, 
and many others, that ſhe wanted him to 
put the Queſtion of Marriage to her, 
which was ſoon afterwards done; and 
Deponent was privy to the Courtſhip and 
Treaty, and was intruſted by both as a 

Confidant 
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Confidant therein. And in a Day or two 
afterwards, at the Requeſt of Sir n, 
he waited upon Mrs. Wh-——y, to fix the 
Day of Marriage; and ſhe appointed the 
25th of Auguſt for that Purpole: 


That on Saturday the 22d of Auguſt, 
Deponent, at the Requelt of Sir V n, 
tranſcribed a Paper which he had prepar- 
ed for Mrs. My to execute before the 
marriage; which Paper contained a Re- 
nunciation of Dower on the i Es- 
tate; and Deponent intended to have car- 
ried it to Mrs. J/h—-y the next Day, but 
was prevented by a meſſage from her, de- 
firing to fee Sir / — that Evening, 
and not Deponent. On which Deponent 
replied, J underſtand the meaning of this; 
the Lady thinks ſhe can deal bettet with 
you than with me—And Deponent gave 
the Paper to Sir m, who went 
with it that Evening to Mrs. #h--—y, 
(as he believes) for, at hisrcturn, he told 
Deponent, that after peruſing the Paper, 
ſhe ſeemed to diſlike it; and ſaid, the 
would think ofit—and Sir #—m added, 
that unleſs ſhe ſigned it, there ſhould be 
no marriage on the zyth, as agreed on; 
for he would not injure his younger Chil- 
dren: And accordingly the marriage 
was poſtponed : | h 
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That on Saturday the zꝛpth of Auguſt, 
Deponent left F—y-hall to go to Ireland; 
but on that Day, previous to his ſetting 
out, he wrote, and ſent, a Letter to Mrs. 
Wh——y, upon the ſubject of her then 
intended marriage; and thereby intended 
to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of her ſigning 
the Releaſe; which was the only Letter 
5 Deponent wrote to her; and, upon his 
: going away, he left a Copy of the ſame 
; with Sir }/—1m,. 


c Affidavit of Lieut. R—D W- x, ſworn the 
. 104þ of April, 1753 ; ſaith, © 


HAT on Thar/4ay the 21ſt of Sep- 
tembes laſt, he came to Y, on a 
Viſit to his Uncle; and, on that Even- 
ing, Deponent accompanied Sir H-—m 
to drink tea at Mrs. Ci ts's, where 
> Tf they met Mrs. #b—y;—and the Compa- 


d ny ſat down to Cards, ſtaid ſupper, and 
'> ſpent the Evening together: | 
* That ſoon after Deponent's coming to 
l W—y, he was informed, that his Uncle 
'” © courted Mrs. Wb—y, and by Deponent's 


'> © Obſervation of their Behaviour towards 
each other, he believed ſuch Report to 
>* be true: 


That 


7 
# 
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That on Saturday the 23d of September, -. Mr. 
Sir /—m told Deponent, that they were - faid | 
invited to drink tea and ſpend the.Even- Depc 
ing at Mrs. .- but, jult before - 17 
they were preparing for their Viſit, Mr. ſeal, 
C. ts came to Sir -s, and ac- ing, 
quainted him and Deponent that Mrs. ſubſc 
1 ——y had, that Day, dined with him; Pic 
and Sir //——m's and Deponent's Com- | ©? be 
pany were deſired that afternoon at Mr. ge: 
Cl ts sand they went there accord» Th: 
ingly—And ſaid Cs,, taking Depo- - after t 
nent aſide, told him, that his Unclecad — 
Mrs. Vn y had then appointed to be Wy 
married; and that Deponent was deſired ng to 
ro give the Lady away — And Sir V. perfort 
then acquainted Deponent, to the ſame Ys; 
Effect, and injoined Deponent to ſecreſy I ©? Sir / 
—faying, It was the earneſt Deſire of the- manner 
Lady, that it ſhould be ſo—and that the WER 
Ladies, in theſe Caſes, expected to be ng fro 
obliged. Sir 7. 
That ſoon afterwards, C/—ts deſi red Part of | 
Sir Vm and Deponent to take a walk ugly di 
ſome Diſtance, ſaying, he would have her Part 
the Church-Door next the Street open on tinctly a 
their Return Hand he would direct Mrs. That 
IW.;——y and Mrs. C :s to go in at a« I etur 
nother Door: Complim 
That Sir - and Deponent came I the Parti. 
into C—I—w—b Church accordingly, NCAnd W 
between the Hours of five and fix in the Yan 
Afternoon, and there ſaw Mrs. -., de, by 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ce, and his Wife;—and, in the 1 
ſaid Church, previous to the marriage, 9 
Deponent ſaw each of them, the ſaid Sir ö 1 
W—-m V-—y and Mrs. Wh-—y, ſign, 9 
ſeal, and execute, a ſeparate Paper-writ- 
ing, to which Deponent and Mr. 7 
ſubſcribed their Names as Witneſſes: 
Which Papers contained the Agreements 
to be entered into previous to the Mar- 
riage: 
That on the ſaid 23d of September, ſoon 


after the Execution of the Writings, the 
| ceremony of — between Sir n 
Ey and Mrs. , was, accord- 

; ing to the rites of the Church of England, 
performed in the ſaid Church, by Mr. 
„s; and Deponent gave Mrs. -. 
. to Sir in marriage, in the uſual 
* manner And ſaith, That Sir m, not 


having a ring, Mrs. #h——y took a 
ring from off her Finger, and gave it to 
Sir Mn to put it on again at the proper 
Part of the Ceremony, which he accord- 
ngly did, and Mrs. i repeated 
her Part of the marriage-Ceremony diſ- 
tinctly and plainly. 

That after the marriage, the Compa- 
ny returned to Mr. gs, and the uſual 
Compliments of Joy were then wiſhed to 
the Parties married, and accepted by them 
—and Wine was brought into the Par- 
che bour—and Deponent drank to the new 

„ Ihride, by the Name of Lady F—y; 
Ir. which 


* 
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which Appellation ſhe did not ſeem diſ- 
pleaſed with—That they ftaid at Mr. 
Cl—t5's till abour Eleven o'Clock at 
Night, and Mr. A——3s (2 Lieutenant 
in the Navy) was alſo there; and the 
whole Company played at Cards, ſupped, 
and ſpent the Evening very merrily— 
And when the Company parted, Mrs, 
iy took Sir n and Deponent 
in her Coach, in her Way home, over 
. Bridge, where 4 and 
Sir m alghted—and Sir F-—- 
then ſaid to her, Madam, this is a very 
unprecedenred Thing, for a Bride- and | 
Bridegroom to part thus the firſt: Night 
However, Sir /—m and Mrs, Wh—y 487 
each returned to their own houſes— that pd: 
whilſt he was in the Coach, Sir #——» 

invited Deponent to ſpend the next Chrif- 
mas at W—y-hall, ſaying, he was aſſured This 
he would be alſo welcome to his Aunt, CE 
addreſſing himſelf to the late Mrs. Wh—y; ſtai 
and ſhe then aſſured Deponent, ſhe ſhould Of 
be glad to ſee him. 

Saith, That, a Day or two after the 
marriage, Sir expreſſed to De- 
ponent his ſurpriſe at Mrs. 's con- 
duct, in being ſo forward to bring about 
the Intimacy between them; and gave 
Deponent an Account how the ſame be- 


gan: 


This 
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That on the 26th of September, Depo- 
nent dined with the late Mrs. Jþ——y 
at M, when ſhe took Place at the Head 
of the Table, without ceremony; and after 
the marriage, Deponent wrote to his Fa- 
ther, Sir 4 J/——y, Bart. and his, 


Brother, Cornet h- concerning 
the marriage; and in a few Days after 


joined his Regiment at Mancheſter; where 
he was informed, that Mrs. L. 
was gone to reſide with Mr. R——9s, 
at which Deponent was furpriſed—and 
gave an Account then of her marriage to 
Si m. 8 


Affidavit of Is Ams, Cent. worn the 


234 of February, 17F3. 


This Gentleman came a Viſitor to. Mr. 
Ct the latter End of Jah, and 
ſtaid with him till the Beginning of 
Ofober— The following Paſſage in 
ar Affidavit may be thought mate- 
rial. 


Deponent well remembers, That on 
the 23d of September laſt, Mrs. Wh—y, 
came unexpectedly to Mr. Css, a- 
bout Eleven o'Clock in the morning, and 
ſhe dined there that Day—and immedi- 
ately after Dinner, Mrs, 7 —9 and 

N Deponent 
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Deponent paſſed about an Hour in Con- 
veſation and ſinging together: After 
which, Deponent,and Mr. Ci—ts's Son 
went a ſhooting, and came home again 
to Tea; and Deponent then found Sir 


W—m W-——y, and his Nephew, Lieut. 
); and after Tea, Deponent played 
at Cards with Mrs. Wh ——y, Sir —m, 


his Nephew, and Mr. Cl—:s's Family, 
by turns, till Supper-time—and at ſup- 


per Capt. Y—y drank to Mrs. h-), 
y, whereby 
Deponent underſtood and believed, chat 
ſhe was married that Day 70 Sir Wm, 


by the Name of Lady. 


whilſt Deponent walked out. 

Then followed the Affidavits of E—þh 
Cl—ts, (the eldeſt Daughter of Mr. Cl—5) 
M—y G—win, A—e the Wife of }/—m 
man, and I— G—win—who all 
ſwear they ſaw, from different Places, 
Sir / M and his Nephew—and Mrs 
Wh—y with Mr. and Mrs. C. ts, g 
into the Church, at different Doors. 


Alida vu 
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Affidavit of J— N A——P; worn the 
24th of April 1753; Jaith, n 
E lived as a ſervant with Mr. Ct. 
for a Vear and three Quarters, end- 
ing in November laſt; and, from about 
the middle of Auguſ, until the firſt Week 
in September; (when Mr. and Mrs. CI 1s 
went from home for a Week) and from 
that Time, for the Remainder of the 
month of September, ſcarce a Day happen- 
ed but Mrs. /h—y viſited at Mr. Cl—1s's, 
or he and his Wife viſited Mrs. T, 
and ſent Cards or meſſages to each o- 
ther: | 
That on or about the 2th or 26th of 
Auguſt, (but which of the Days Deponenr 
cannot remember) Mrs. 1 dined 
at Mr. Cl tss; and, after Dinner, 
ſhe ſent Deponent with a Note to her 
Houſekeeper for ſome Cloaths, which 
Deponent brought back to Mrs. Th., 
who went up ſtairs to dreſs, and came 
down dreſſed; and then appeared ſeem- 
ingly well And faith, Thar about 
an Hour afterwards, Sir — . y 
came, and it was ſoon afrer rumoured, 
that Mrs. 7 y was in a Fainting-Fir 
—and Deponent then ſaw Miſs C 15 
fetch a Glaſs of clean Water from the 
Pump, and Mrs. Cl———zs fetch a Bot- 
tle of Hartſhorn Drops, which Depo- 
N 2 1 
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nent well knew to be Hartſhorn only, 
having but a little Time before brought 
it fram the Apothecary's That Mrs. 
39 being recovered, Deponent was 
called into the Parlour to wait at Tea, 
and then ſaw Mrs. Ui put ſome of 
the ſaid Drops into her Tea; and after 
Tea ſhe played at Cards, and was ſeem. 
ingly very well, both before, at, and af. 
ter Supper; and about Eleven at N ight 
ſhe went away with Sir in her 
Coach. 

Says, That on Saturday the 23d of Sep- 
tember, Mrs. Why came to Mr. Cl—s's, 
unexpected; and Deponent waited at 
Dinner that Day, and very little Wine 
or other Liquor, was then drank and 
all the Company drank thg fame Liquor 
and, when Dinner was over, Mr. (t, 


went into his Study; and Mrs. C7. 


and Mrs. I hy went into the Garden 
—and Deponent was afterwards ſent out 
on an Errand—and, upon his Return, he 
went into the Farlour to keep up the Fire, 
and obſerved Mrs. Cl-—ts's two Daugh-⸗ 
ters looking earneſtly towards the Church 
—Deponent looked that way alſo, and 
very ſoon ſaw Mrs. 1h y and Mrs, 
ts coming out of the Church at the 
Chancel Door, and then ftaw. Sir F'—m 
and his Nephew come from the Church, 
croſs the Church-yard, to Mr. Cl[—ty's 
Houſe : 


That 
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That Deponent then took two Bottles 
of Wine into the Parlour, and, having 
pur ſome Glaſſes on a Waiter, handed 
the Wine about, and then heard I icut.' 
W——y, drink Mrs. W;——y's Health, 
by the Name of Lady W y. | 


Afidavits of An Wr, A—m En, 
and I —s G—s, Servants to Sir Wm 
W=—y, give an Account of the frequent 
Vifitings of Sir W—m and Mrs. W h—y 
and of their often ſeeing D—y at theit 
Maſter's Houſe inquiring for Sir W—m 
or Mr. vt. 


J and Gs both ſwear to the Ex- 
preſſions of R-—d D-—y ;—That in the 
Butler's Pantry, before them, and F—- 
H—%—n, Gardener, (ſince dead) D—y 
ſaid If their maſter did marry his Lady, 
ſhe would take care of him—thar he had 
fo talked to his Miſtreſs—That he would 
bring her on her knees for her former Sins. 
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Affidavit of G W—on, Pariſh Clerk 
ſworn the 24th of April, 17533 ſaith, 


HAT he was at R—y the 23d of 

September laſt, and on his Return 
was informed, that Sir #-—m and Mrs, 
Hh——y were married, and ſuch Report 
was current, and- generally believed— 
And as Mr. C! ts (Deponent's Maſter) 
took no notice of it to him, on the Sun- 
day, Deponent did, on the Monday fol- 


lowing, make an Entry in the Regiſter 


of the Baptilm of JT P—ce. 
Saith, That when Mr. C/—ts ſaw the 
Entry, which was a Day or two after- 
wards, he was much diſpleaſed at Depo- 
nent, and told bim, he ſhould not have 
inſerted it, without having acquainted 
him of it, for that he had ſomething which 


ſbould have been entered dawn firſt in the Re- 


gifler. And Mr, Ats then charged De- 
ponent not to make any more Entries in 
the Regiſter; but to inſert all Chriſten- 
ings, Burials, and marriages, on a looſe 
Sheet of Paper, and he would ſee to the 
regular Entry of them himſelf: 

That from that time to the 1oth of 
November, no Entry was made in the Re- 
giſter; and, on that morning, Mr. Cl—ts 
told Deponent, that he would then have 
the Entries made, and gave Deponent the 

| Licence 
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Licence for the marriage of Sir — 
W-——y, and ordered Deponent to enter 
the marriage in the Regiſter, from a me- 
morandum at the Bottom of the Licence; 
which Deponent did, Mr. =, ſtanding 
by him 1 

That he did not declare to Mr. H—k--72, 
or to any other Perſon, (to his Know- 
ledge or Belief) that he made ſuch Entry 
on the 29th or zoth of November, or a- 
ny other Day than the 1oth of Novem- 
ber. | 

Saith, It was owing to his not being 
properly informed of the marriage, that 
occaſioned him to enter the Baptiſm of 
P—ce before, whereas it ought to have 
been entered after the marriage; and faith, 
That Mr. C/—zs would not ſuffer De- 
ponent to make any Alteration or Eraſe- 
ment, but ordered him to put the Figure 
(1) to the marriage, and the Figure of 
(2) to the Baptiſm, to ſhew how they 
ought' to have been inferred as to Prio- 
rity. 


And thus end theſe tedious Affidavits; 
many of which I have omitted; and the 
Whole employed the Court three long 
Days. 


When the two leading Councel for the 
motion, in their Reply, had diſplayed 
their 
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their Oratory, and ſhewn the fineft Flowers 
of their Rhetoric, the Judges proceeded 
ro give Judgment. The L—d C—fJ—ce 
L—e, Sir M—n W—t, Sir 1— Dn, 
and Sir M—I FUr, were unanimous in 
their Opinion, that the whole Deſignof 
the Affidavit of Mrs. K us, and the 
reſt on that ſide, were to deceive the 
Court—Thar thoſe Falſhoods had been 
oppoſed by Facts, that could not lie 
That the marriage of Sir = 
had been fully proved—and by her free 


Conſent ; by which the whole Complaint 


fell to the Ground, and that the Rule 
ought not only to be diſcharged—out dil- 
charged with Costs! 

One of Mr. R——3xss Council roſe 


up, and mode/tly offered to remove that | 


unuſual Sentence on the Proſecutor, in a 
motion, by obſerving, that his having 


the Lady ro Wiper, he hoped would be | 


thought Puniſhment enough for him. But 
the Reply trom the B—h was— That as 
Mr. R 
Wife, he muſt be anſwerable for her ac- 
tions; and they muſt make an Example 
of People who commenced ſuch unjuſt 
Proſecutions. 
Upon the motion for this information, 

it was repreſented to the Court, That the 
Lady was a Woman of a great Family and 
Fortunc! beautiful in her Perſon! of a 
virtuous 


ns had claimed the Lady as his 


virtuo 
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virtuous Education, and unblemiſhed 
Character! with many Encomiums upon 
her Senſe! | — 

That the is a Lady of Family and For- 
tune, and agreeable in her Perſon, is cer- 
tain; that her Education was virtuous, 
and her Character, till this unhappy Ara, 
unblemiſhed, is confirmed by all who 
have the leaſt Knowledge of her; and 
her underſtanding, if we judge of her by 
her Converſation and manners, before 
ſhe engaged in this infamous Action, 
may well merit the Encomiums beſtowed 
on it. N11 

In many Places in the Lady's Affidavit, 
What ſcurrilous Names has ſhe beſtowed 
on the Deponents! What Oaths and Im- 
precations has ſhe put into the mouth 
of Mr. C= in one Part of it to Mrs. 
On ts are the following words—{viz.) 
* Deponent defired Mr. R-—#s's Name 
„might not be called in Queſtion with 
* ſuch aſett of VILLAINS AS THEM- 
* SELVES! and added, that Deponent 
* mortally hated Sir V m and all 
* his Gans.” 

It is doing but common Juſtice, to take 
a ſhort Survey of the Characters of the 
Perſons this Female Libeller has treated in 
this infamous manner, for the Information 
of ſuch of my Readers as may be Stran- 
gers to them. ä 


Sir 
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Sir m , Bart. is of an 
ancient Family and Eſtate in St- F- aſbire, 
and has paſſed through a long Life with 
the utmoſt regularity—He is remarkable 
for Civility and good Breeding ; and has 
behaved in every Station with To greateſt 
Decorum. In all his Dealings with the 
World he has acquired the Character of 
a man of Probity: And. his Oeconomy in 
his Family and private Affairs is juſtly ad- 
mired. | oF 3} 10; 7 401 

Mr. G has been twenty Years 
' Vicar of the Pariſh of C-{-<w—b, where 
he now dwells—and has led a Life free 
from Reproach: He is reſpected in his 
Office; and, as a modeſt worthy Clergy» 
man, is well received by all Perſons of 
Condition in his Neighbourhood. 

Mrs. Ci ts is a virtuous, notable 
Wife, anda good: Mother to a numerous 
Family of Children he is well deſcend- 
ed, and acceptable to all the Ladies round 
her. | 

Licut. R—d Vn (Sir W—w's Ne- 
phew) is the eldeſt Son of Sir R——# 
H——y, Bart of Ireland, and Heir to 


. 


Two Thoufand Pounds a Year: A young 


Gentleman of Worth and Honour, 
Theſe are the Perſons this baſe Tradu- 
cer has been pleaſed ro call a Gang of Vil- 
lains and Conſpirators! But without the 
Gift of Prophecy, I may venture to af- 
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firm, they are /uch a Gang! as ſhe will ne- 


ver more have the Honour to hold Soci- 
ety with, during the reſt of her unhappy 
Life! 
And becauſe her Man-ſervant, RA 
D—y, has appeared in the Courſe of this 
Hiſtory as an impudent, indiſcreet Fel- 
low; and ſince nothing is more notorious 
than that D y, for ſome time paſt, 
has been more familiar with her than he 
ought to be, I muſt beg leave to declare 
my Opinion, that thoſe Freedoms pro- 
ceeded from his Di/covery of ſome unguarded 
Tranſaction of his Lady's. $7358) 
There is no truth more- obvious than 
That in common Life; if a Servant gets 
into a criminal Secret, from that moment 
his Deportment alters, he aſſumes an un- 
mannerly Freedom, and ſoon diſcovers 
his Advantage over his unhappy. miſtreſs; 
and thus his Ignorance leads him to make 
an improper Uſe of it, generally to the 
Ruin of both. | 
It is well known Mr. Rut was a con- 
ſtant Viſitor at the Beginning of that 
Year 1752; and that he entirely abſented 
himſelf, at leaſt from publick Viüts, after 
the Beginning of the Month of June; that 
in a Converſation with Mrs. C,, che 
Widow ſaid, She knew the Aptneſs of 
People to raile Stories; that they {aid ſhe 
was going to DC married to Mr, N 5 
who 
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wha never asked her the Dueſtion—and' ſhe 
would ſwear it / but her Brother Yh——y 
declares ſhe owned to him Mr. X-, 
had made his addreſſes to her for a Wree, 
and SHE REFUSED HIM !—from theſe 
Remarks, it is certain, that Mr; R-=NS 
was a Lover | and the Confequences 
we may be able to arrive at and explain, 

By this Defeat, in the Court of K—p's 
B—h, of the Party who moved for the 
Information, all thoſe who were any ways 
aiding and abetting that miquitous De- 
ſign, began to tremblel and the foremoſt 
in that Liſt was the Rev. Mr. C—e / who, 
Lam well informed, very ſoon: began to 
know that Remorſe which every good 


mind muſt feel, at the misfortune of be- 


ing ſeduced into a bad Action. 
The Report of this was ſoon conveyed 
te the Bifhop of 1 - and C—y—a 


worthy Prelate! whoſe noble Birth, and 


exemplary Virtues, add Luſtre to the 
Lawn, his Lordſhip ſoon made 9. = 
in his Way, and called on the Rev. My. 
C——e, who, at the Sight of the Biſhop, 
fell on his Knees to implore Forgiveneſs 
for his Crime, and then confeſſed, that 
What he had related about Mr. R—xr's 
marriage, in Juno, was falſe, and begged 
Leave to make a full Diſcovery! TheBi- 
ſhop was ſo good to promiſe him: For- 
giveneſs, upon declaring the rrue _ 
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of his marrying Mr. Rg; but in- 
ſiſted on his making an Affidavit of what 
he was going to relate. 

And the Rev. Mr. C—e accordingly 
made an Affidavit, and thereby ſet forth, 
That on the 7th of October, 1752, and 
not before, F——1 R——15, Eſq; ap- 
plied to him to marry him, the ſaid F—x 
R——xs, to Mrs. A—n Hh oy, af 
her Houſe at Wh———y Wood; which 
he refuſed to do: But on the oth of Octo- 
ber, and not before, he did, at the ear- 
neſt Requeſt of Mr. Rn, and upon 
his ſaying that the Lady was with Child, 
marry him to her, at Mr. R —s 
Houle at S$7—f—4, between the Hours 
of Ten and Twelve at Night—and, that 
R d D——y, the Lady's Servant, 
gave her away in marriagez and that on 
the ſame Day Mr. R——1s deſired him 
to enter the marriage as on the th of June 
preceding, again alledging that the Lady 
was with Child; and accordingly, to pre- 
ſerve the Lady's Character, he did Re- 
giſter the marriage, partly on a Raſure, 
as of the 9th of June, and dated the Li- 
cence accordingly ; he not knowing that 
ſhe was then the Wife of any other Per- 
ſon.— | PISS 

Mr. C-—e farther declared, that, af- 
ter the Ceremony was performed, the 
Lady ſaid, that ihe ſuppoſed C, 
that black Rogue, or Devil, would ſwear 

O that 


me 
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that ſhe was married to Sir J/———r 
H——y; at which Mr. C——e was very 
much ſurpriſed, and deſired a Perſon of 
the Law might be.conſulted,; which was 
agreed to 

That it being afterwards diſcovered 
that Mr. R——15 was all the Day of the 
gth of June at B—d—:t, and confequent- 
ly could not be married on that Day, as 
the forth in the Regiſter, Mr. H n, 
Attorney, was conſulted thereupon z who 
adviſed, that.the Entry of the marriage 
ſhould be altered from thegth to the 16th 
of June; and accordingly Mr. C——e 
by the advice of the ſaid / n, an 
upon having a Note given him ofa Thou- 
ſand Pounds, to indemnify him, on Ac- 
count of marrying the ſaid X — s, did 
make ſuch Alteration. Which Note 
was afterwards exchanged for a Bond, 
prepared by the Perſon thus conſulted; 
wherein the ſaid 7 R——1s became 
bound to the ſaid C-—e, in a Thouſand 
Pounds Penalty, to indemnify him on ac- 
count of ſuch marriage — 

Mr. C——e alſo declared, that he of- 
ten ſolicited Mr. R ns to accommo- 
date matters with Sir J/——m 5 
for which he was rebuked by the ſaid 
Mr. R——3zs and his Lawyer; and that 
he, the ſaid e, has often attempted 
and offercd to declare the true Time of 
the marriage to the ſaid Lawyer, who 

| always 
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always anſwered quick, that he deſired 
to know nothing of the Secret, for that - 
it would hinder him from being an Evi- 
dence in the Affair; and refuſed to hear 
the true Account of the marriage That 
Mr. C——e being ſent for bythe Biſhop, 
this Gentleman of the Ea adviſed C——e' 
to wait on his Lordſhip,. and to ſtick to 
the marriage on the rqth of June; though 
he, the Lawyer, well knew, that was 
not the true Day of marriage That 
Mr. R us. alſo applied to C——e, 
and defired him to make an Affidavit, 
that he was married in June laſt, which 
C——e not only abſolutely refuſed to do, 
but ſome Time after, in the Preſence and 
Hearing of the above mentioned Lawycr, 
reproved Mr. xX s, for fwearing he 
was married in June (which Mr. C——e 
had but lately heard of) and then told him, 
© That he the ſaid R——xs, well knew 
it was not true:” But neither of the 
Perſons mentioned made any Anſwer.— 

It was further ſaid by Mr. Ge, that 

upon a Rumour that the Lady was to be 

indicted for Bigamy, the faid learned Laws 
yer importuned him to go out of the way 

during the Aſſizes, to prevent his being 

examined as a Witneſs, and deſired him 

to go to Oxford, and offered to furniſh 

him with money to defray his Expences ; 

but he refuſed to accept his Offer. 
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Mr. C——-e alſo declared, that he had / 
been under a continual Unecaſineſs ever ritu 
=» fince the Validity of the marriage had Tho 
been called in Queſtion ;. and ſhould, long E 
ſince, have diſcovered the true Time of Re: 
the marriage, had this hone? Lawyer per- pec 
mitted him ſo to do. Wh. 
As ſoon as the ne truly Rev. Mr C—e: rint 
had made this Diſcovery, a meſſenger ON 
was diſpatched to Mr, Rg, then in life 
the Neighbourhood, to give an Account hov 
of it. that 
This ſo alarmed him, that he immedi- to v 
ately fled his Country, and, in a few He: 
Days, was met at Calais! from thence pin 
he went to Boulogae, where he now re- cr 
mains, ſurrounded with all thoſe Horrors as b 
that mult attend a guilty, man! wel 
When the Lady heard of this, ſhepri- into 
vately ſent for her Children, went away the 
with them by Night, and hath ever ſince in V 
abſconded; and conceals her two Sons a» 1 pro 
gainſt an Order of the Lord: High Chan- And 
cellor, who has appointed their Grand- is pt 
mother Vn y their Guardian: bros 
It now appears an inconreſtable Truth It is 
that this incomparable Widow of the we 
Wood, is the undoubted Wife of Sir avoi 
W——m J); and my Readers need of C 
not now be informed which party deſerves Lad: 
the real Name of ConsPiRaToRs! 770 
edu. 
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A Proſecution is now begun in the ſpi- 
ritual Court for a Divorce, à Menſa & 


Dora. 


Be fore I take my leave of my amazed 
Readers, I doubt not but they will ex- 
pect me to help them to a Clue, by 
which they may get out of this Laby- 
rinth. * | 
Moſt of the capital Actions of human 
life proceed from apparent motives ! but 
how ſhall we account for the motives 
that induced this once happy Lady thus. 
to work out her own Deſtruction good 
Heavens! from what an Height of Hap- 
pinels, 1s ſhe fallen Then let us view 

er with Compaſſhion—let us conſider her 
as born of a Family of Diſtinction! 
well educated !—delicately bred ! ſent 
into the World with a noble Fortune 
the Wite of a worthy Gentleman left 


in Widowhood with two fine Boys, well 


provided for |—herſelf well jointured! 
And in this envied, happy Situation, it 
is preſumed, that oN E FALSE STEP 
Drought on this irretrievable Ruin! for 
it is frequently ſeen in human life, that 
we often run headlong into a Danger to 
avoid the Apprehenſion of it! This, Iam 
of. Opinion, was the Caſe of this unhappy 
Lady and, on maturely weighing eve- 
ry motive, every Circumſtance that might 
ſeduce, or compel. her to deviate thus no- 
r. 8 toriouſly 


. 
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«nd 
toriouſly from: the Paths of Virtue'and? ow. 
Honour — l account for it in tie follow. Fel 
ing manner (vix.) 5 ſent 
| That Mr. R——xs made early: a pl 
Addreſſes to her in her Widowhood—— ſup} 
that ſhe loved him and in the Begin- {ixt; 
ing of the month of June laſt, he found R — 
her alone, in an unguarded Hour, and Lad 
took an advantage of it! that foon after: me 
ſhe either found or thought herſelf withng - enot 
Child] and without a Husband /—neglett. indu 
ed by her Lover diſtracted with her to re 
own Fears! and, that in theſe ſad: Cir- that 
cumſtances, ſhe made a Friend and Con- thei: 
fidant of a jow-minded, artful Man, and: that 
; fell into the Practices of that /ago/ Who, ſafe ; 
| from that fine Field of growing miſchief, Zima 
7 . promited himſelf a profftable Harveſt l. man 
5 It was then ſhe threw out the lure for but 
1 Sir /-=——%#//——3, and ſucceeded to- vIT 
* her wiſhes; and, after many Artifices, actua 
"7 ſhe married him on the 23d of September Wh) 
W.. ut engaged the Perſons preſent at the from 
by: marriage to Secrecy—and the next Day tices 
9 ſent her Agents to attack: Sir m. the c 
. and Mr. C[/——ts with the Report, to Scen 


have iuneſſes of their denying the Marriage 
This left the Door of Hope open for her 


* 
* 


vagrant Lover! that if, at laſt, he ſhould: 
relent, and incline to marry her, ſhe might 
have him with ſome Degree of Safety 
And, accordingly, on the tl Day of 
October, he ſent for her to his own Hay 
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and married her that very Night, as their 


from Honour; and fallen into the Prac- 
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own Parſon, Mr. C——e has ſince con- 
feſſed and, on the 22th, Mr. R——s 
ſent H—k—7 to fetch his Wife home to 
a publick Deolaration, —— Now, let us 
ſuppoſe, that her marriage with Sir /—m, 
ſixtcen Days before, was a ſecrer to Mr. 
R -,, and knowing the Favopr the 
Lady had granted him in June, of which 
ſhe was then pregnant, I have Charity 


enough to hope that was the motive that 


induced Mr. K — ng to deſire Mr. Ce 
to regiſter the marriage on the 16th of 
that month; that when they Declared 
their being married, and.it appeared from - 
that Date, the Lady's Honour might be 
ſafe; and in caſe of ue, the Child legi- 
Yimate? All this might become him as a 
man of Humanity, and a Gentleman: 
but what ſhall we ſay to his Ar ID A- 
vir in a Court of Judicature, that he 
actually married the Lady in Fane ?—— 
Why—that he was then an Apoſtate 


tices of the /ame Man, that was, no doubt, 
the chief Agent, in all this complicated 
Scene of Villainy. 
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POSTSCRIPT. | « 


Ms the Behaviour of Mr. C,, in 
I the Courſe of this Narrative, mult 
have madean unfavourable Impreflion in 

the, mind of my Reader, I mult beg leave 

to obſerve, that his firſt Inducement to 
comply with the Requeſt of Mr. R—yx, 
from the motive of Humanity ;—and, as 
he had the Character of a worthy Clergy- 
man before this Accident, and has not 
only made the beſt Atonement in his 

Power, but moſt ſincerely repented his 

Error, I hope, from theſe Conſiderati- 

ons, he will appear the lefs culpable in 
the part he Acted. _ | 

| „n 
NV. B. The Author is very much con- 

cerned that he is obliged to ſhock the 

Humanity of the Reader, by adding, 
That ſome few Weeks after writing 
the above Poſtſcript, the unhappy Mr. 
Ce, who, from the time of the 
Diſcovery, had kept his Chamber, died 
there of a broken Heart. Such are 
the ſevere Reflections of à delicate 
mind, when filled with Shame, and 
ſurrounded with the Stings of Selt 


Conviction. | 
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